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Officers will receive devices to help gather evidence 



Report by Alex Ross 


ENVIRONMENTAL workers 
at Sandwell Council are to 
be equipped with body-worn 
cameras as the fight against 
fly-tipping in the region is 
stepped up. 

Chiefs at the authority have agreed 
to provide 12 camera devices to its of¬ 
ficers. 

The body-worn devices will be used to gather 
evidence for potential criminal convictions. 

There were 5,288 incidents of fly-tipping 
across Sandwell in 2017/17, costing the council 
£328,764 in clean-up costs. 

This was up from 4,140 the year before. 

The council put out a tender for the service 
earlier this year. It said the cameras will be 
worn throughout the officers’ shifts, which last 
around 10 hours. 

A spokesman said: “Body cameras are re¬ 
quired to capture incidents of an environmental 
or criminal nature, and provide documentation 
on alleged offenders.” 

Contractor 

Body-worn cameras are now being used by a 
range of public officers in the region. 

Street wardens at Sandwell Council use 15 
body cameras, civil enforcement officers, 19 
cameras and the council’s parking enforcement 
contractor APCOA, 23 cameras. 

West Midlands Police have 1,617 of the 
cameras for its officers, with a further 2,400 
planned for neighbourhood teams. 

Councillor Elaine Costigan, cabinet member 
for public health and protection, said: “This is 
just another way of cleaning up the borough so 
we don’t let people get away with fly-tipping. 

“Fly-tipping in Sandwell has been horren¬ 
dous in the past and we want to try to do what¬ 
ever we can to make things better, 

“We need to clamp down on people who are 
doing it and things are much better now than 
they have been. Anything we can do to tackle 
fly-tipping we will. 

“Things are moving in the right direction 
and it’s been pleasing to see an improvement.” 

Sandwell Council launched a major crack¬ 
down on fly-tipping last May and almost 60 
people have since been hit with £400 fixed pen¬ 
alties for dumping rubbish. 


MAN AND WOMAN ‘FLEE’ FOLLOWING DUS CRASH 



The scene of the crash after a car hit a bus at the junction in Rowley Regis, after the car’s occupants allegedly fled 


POLICE are hunting a man and woman who 
allegedly fled from the scene of a crash. 

All three emergency services were called 
out at around 8pm after a car crashed into 
a bus at the junction between Rowley Village 
and Bell End in Rowley Regis. 

A man and a woman are believed to have 
fled following the incident. 

A picture of the scene shows the vehicle, a 
red Honda Civic, in the middle of the road be¬ 
tween two lanes with a front wheel missing. 

The car’s bumper is also badly damaged 
and the passenger air bag has been activated. 


Emergency services said nobody at the 
scene was injured, but the condition of the 
occupants of the car is unknown. 

West Midlands Fire Service confirmed they 
were called to the scene at 8.15pm on Monday 
by police and arrived less than three minutes 
later. 

Escape 

Five firefighters attended the crash in one 
fire engine after receiving reports of petrol 
leaking from the car. 

The crew were at the scene for just under 


30 minutes and left at 8.38pm. An ambulance 
was also sent to the accident at 8.10pm after 
receiving reports of a car and bus crashing 
into each other. Nobody at the incident re¬ 
quired treatment, however, and the crew left 
the scene shortly after. 

A tweet from Oldbury Fire Station read: 
“An extremely lucky escape for lots of people 
at this #RTC, none more so than the man and 
woman who fled from this car after colliding 
with the bus.” 

Anyone with any information on the crash 
is being urged to contact police on 101. 


AFTERMATH 

Action call over 
flooding damage 

A COUNCILLOR has called for damage 
caused by flooding in Wednesbury to be ‘put 
right’ as soon as possible. 

Leabrook Road turned into a river after 
contractors accidentally burst a water main 
on Thursday April 29. It sparked a flood 
which saw water reach up to 2ft in Lea Brook 
Methodist Church - as well as damage a 
number of parked cars. 

Wednesbury South councillor Olwen 
Jones said her thoughts remain with those 
affected by the flooding. 

And she said she hopes damage to the 
church in particular can be fixed quickly. 

Councillor Jones said: “I hope residents in 
the area are able to go about their business 
as usual. 

“Things are progressing but the church is 
going to need a lot of work done. They think 
it will cost over £100,000 to repair.” 

The church is used by groups including 
Slimming World, Scouts, Brownies and an 
over 60’s club. 

The street was submerged in water after a 
Western Power Distribution digger hit a water 
main. 

Emergency services pumped the water 
from the road into the nearby canal. 

• Donated - Page 5 

WARNING 

Caution urged on 
rogue trader visits 

SANDWELL Council’s trading standards 
team is urging residents to be on their guard 
against rogue traders and bogus callers as 
the weather improves. 

Bob Charnley, Sandwell trading standards 
manager, said: “Be very wary of anyone turn¬ 
ing up on your doorstep offering to carry out 
work. Ask yourself if you would trust impor¬ 
tant and potentially expensive work to some¬ 
one you have never heard of. Responsible 
traders will know the rules and will supply the 
correct paperwork before starting any work.” 

Consumers can search the Tradewell in 
Sandwell register at www.traderegister.org. 
uk or have a search carried out for them by 
ringing Citizens Advice consumer services 
on 0121 569 6628. 
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It’s a matter of 
muscle for Kiran 
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Expansion of hospital gets green light 



The seven-storey scheme 


PLANS for a £65 million expansion to a 
major West Midlands hospital have been 
given the go-ahead. The scheme at the 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birming¬ 
ham will see the postgraduate centre 
opposite the women’s hospital knocked 
down and replaced by a new, partly pri¬ 
vate, seven-storey building. 

Bosses said the new base ‘will deliver 
high quality acute healthcare for private 
patients in the region, as well as provid¬ 
ing additional capacity and specialist 
facilities for NHS patients’. 

The scheme is a joint venture between 
the University Hospitals Birmingham 


NHS Trust Foundation Trust and HCA 
Healthcare UK. It will provide 138 beds 
including 72 for the NHS and 56 for pri¬ 
vate patients, while it will employ 150 
people including 97 nurses. 

A spokesman said: “The 14,728 sq m 
hospital will be equipped with the latest 
technology to provide some of the most 
complex surgical and medical proce¬ 
dures in cancer, cardiology, neurology, 
hepatobiliary, urology, orthopaedics and 
stem cell transplantation. 

“The facility will include 66 beds ded¬ 
icated to private patient care, which will 
be owned and run by HCA UK, in addi¬ 


tion to 72 NHS beds, a new radiother¬ 
apy unit and state-of-the-art operating 
theatres.” The scheme, which has been 
designed by global design firm HOK, 
will be built by VINCI Construction UK. 
Construction is expected to both start 
and be finished by 2020. 

Dr Dave Rosser, executive medical di¬ 
rector at University Hospitals Birming¬ 
ham NHS Foundation Trust said: “The 
new facility will add much needed acute 
capacity for NHS patients in the region 
with additional world-class facilities and 
expertise co-located to provide complex 
and excellent care.” 


Lock-up for lOOmph 
chase asylum seeker 


A FAILED asylum seeker, who 
hurtled down the hard shoulder 
of a motorway at over lOOmph in 
a bid to escape from police, has 
been locked up for eight months. 

Kaewan Aziz steered into trouble as 
he flashed past the officers at 90mph 
on the southbound carriageway of the 
M6, a judge heard. 

The 21-year-old, who had neither a valid 
licence nor insurance, ignored a request 
from the officers to stop and maintained his 
speed until he reached the Corley Service 
Station near Coventry, Warwick Crown 
Court was told. 

His pursuers assumed he was going to 
stop but the defendant carried on through 
the service area, rejoined the motorway 
and continued driving at around 90mph, 
said Mr Andrew Tucker, prosecuting, who 
added: “He overtook other traffic on the 
nearside and drove on the hard shoulder, 
increasing his speed to lOOmph on the hard 
shoulder for about half-a-mile before leav¬ 
ing the motorway.” 

At the end of the slip road Aziz cut 
through traffic before heading back onto 
the southbound M6 to continue speeding 
down the hard shoulder for an undefined 
distance before being forced to a standstill 
by a puncture around 10 minutes after the 
chase started at 3pm on December 23. 

The defendant, who came here from 
Kurdistan, now lives in Amity Close, 
Smethwick. His asylum application has 
been rejected but he plans to reapply, the 
court heard. 

He said the car belonged to a friend, who 
had taken drugs, and so he ‘drove it back’. 

Judge Anthony Potter pointed out to 
Aziz, who admitted dangerous driving and 
having no insurance or licence, that he was 
driving away from, and not towards, the 
Birmingham area. 

He added: “It is quite obvious serious in¬ 
jury or even death would have occurred if 
you had collided with anyone seeking to use 
the hard shoulder legitimately.” 



A ‘STOLEN’ sports car smashed 
into a wall on a busy road. 

The crash involving an Audi TT 
led to Broadway West in Walsall 
being closed just after 9pm on 
Monday. 


Police revealed the driver had 
been ejected from the car after 
the shocking smash - but avoided 
serious injury. The Audi was spot¬ 
ted speeding past a police car 
before crashing into the wall. 


CCTV shows the vehicle 
careering down the road. 

A West Midlands Police spokes¬ 
man said the car was believed 
stolen during a burglary in Derby¬ 
shire that night. 


Man fined 
after looking 
in bins for 
scrap metal 

A MAN has been fined for scrap metal 
dealing without a licence. Ionel Petcu 
was caught rummaging through peo¬ 
ple’s gardens and bins looking for metal 
without the appropriate licence. 

Petcu, of Kirby Road, Winson Green, 
Birmingham, was prosecuted over the 
offences which happened in Abingdon, 
Oxfordshire. 

He was found guilty at Oxford Mag¬ 
istrates Court of two charges related to 
dealing in scrap metal without a licence. 

He did not appear at court but was 
fined £500 in his absence for each of¬ 
fence and ordered to pay a contribution 
to costs of £350 and a victim surcharge 
of £50. 

The court heard two council officers 
spotted the defendant looking for scrap 
metal in residents’ gardens and bin 
areas. 

Mr Petcu confirmed he did not have 
the correct licence and was issued with 
a fixed penalty notice for the unlicensed 
collection of scrap metal. However, after 
Petcu failed to pay he was taken to court 
over the offences on November 30 last 
year. 

He was charged with transporting 
controlled waste without registering for 
a licence and failing to meet the require¬ 
ment to carry a licence for scrap dealing. 

Graduate Edward 
joins orchestra 

A GRADUATE from Birmingham 
City University’s Royal Birmingham 
Conservatoire has become the newest 
member of the Metropolitan Opera Or¬ 
chestra in New York. 

Double bassist Edward Francis-Smith 
was selected through a rigorous blind 
audition process that saw him beat off 
competition from hundreds of other ap¬ 
plicants. 

Originally from Penzance, Edward 
began his studies aged 10 with his fa¬ 
ther, before becoming a pupil of Thomas 
Martin at the age of 12. He continued to 
study with Thomas as part of his bache¬ 
lor’s degree at the Conservatoire. 

The 22-year-old said: “As well as giv¬ 
ing me the technical foundations needed, 
Tom encouraged me to push myself and 
explore music as a whole.” 

Voulez-vous to see 
fundraising show? 

AN Abba tribute night is being staged in 
Willenhall next month. 

The Willenhall Ay We group is host¬ 
ing Planet Abba at Willow’s Hall in Bath 
Street on June 29 to rise funds for St 
Giles Hospice and the Connor John Ap¬ 
peal. More details are available on 07596 
634281. 



PEJ Driveway 
Services Ltd 

We are an established and professional company 
that specialises in hardscaping and landscaping 


Interest Free 
Credit Available 

(T&C’s apply) 

10% OFF 

When you quote 
Express & Star 
n and Chronicle 


HomePrx 




• TARMAC 

• SLABBING 

• BLOCK PAVING 

• FENCING • LANDSCAPING 

• BUILDING WORK 

“ALL WORK GUARANTEED” 


'W 


For a FREE 
ESTIMATE call Pete 
Woodbine 

01902 563 514 
07841 978496 

www.pejs.co.uk 

pete@pejs.co.uk 


PEJ Driveway Services Ltd 

Factory Locks Industrial Estate, Factory Road, Tipton DY4 9AU 
























































Pothole cash 
claims cost 
authority's 
coffers £45k 

A BLACK Country council has paid 
out more than £45,000 in pothole 
compensation claims in the past three 
years, according to new figures. 

Sandwell Council has stumped up a 
combined £46,764.65 since 2015-16 in 
compensation. 

Figures revealed under an FOI re¬ 
quest have found the biggest single 
pay-out was £6,946.00 after an inci¬ 
dent in Beechfield Road, Smethwick. 

The second highest compensation 
sum was £6,798.00 after damage 
caused by a pothole in The Broadway, 
West Bromwich. 

However, figures show the level of 
pay-outs has declined in the three- 
year period. 

The authority paid out £35,193.89 
in compensation in 2015-16, £7,619.02 
in 2016-17 and £3,951.80 in 2017-18. 

And bosses have plans to spend 
nearly £500,000 to tackle the bor¬ 
ough’s potholes after the winter’s 
freezing conditions. 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet has ear¬ 
marked an extra £240,000 for pothole 
spending from its reserves - which 
will bolster £310,000 worth of Gov¬ 
ernment funding. 

The borough saw around three 
times more gritting this winter than 
in recent years, according to a cabinet 
report. 

As a result chiefs have decided to 
spend £240,000 from capital reserves 
to improve the condition of roads. 

Mental health in 
focus at free event 

THURSFIELDS Solicitors and Swed¬ 
ish bank Handelsbanken are helping 
to promote Mental Health Awareness 
Week. 

The companies, which both have 
branches in the Black Country, have 
organised a free breakfast meeting for 
young professionals in Stourbridge 
from 8.30am on Friday, May 18. 

The guest speaker at the event will 
be Mark Evans, marketing officer of 
local mental health charity Dudley 
Mind. 

The event takes place in Dudley 
Mind’s Food For Thought Cafe in the 
Carlisle Centre, Victoria Street. 

To book, visit eventbrite. 
co.uk/e/handelsbanken-and-thurs- 
fields-young-professionals-breakfast-net- 
working-event-tickets-45519849094. 


Office demolition 

OFFICES and a workshop are set be 
demolished to make way for homes. 

A dozen two-bedroom apartments 
will be built in Doctors Piece, Walsall. 

Outline planning permission has 
been granted by Walsall Council. 


Travellers moved on from B&Q site 



_ 

Caravans parked up outside the B&Q 


AN illegal traveller camp set up at the 
home of a Black Country B&Q store 
has been moved on. The group moved 
onto car par park at Spring Vale 
Business Park off the Black Country 
Route on Sunday. 

The council has confirmed the trav¬ 
ellers, who arrived in eight caravans, 
have since left the site. 

Councillor Andrew Johnson, who 
represents the Ettingshall ward, said 
he was aware the camp had arrived at 
the Bilston superstore. 

He said: “Someone had mentioned 
it to me - I had heard that a group 


of travellers had moved onto B&Q. 
They’ve gone now. There’s no real 
sign there were there but there’s ob¬ 
viously a bit of rubbish about. It’s not 
on public land so it would be the mat¬ 
ter of the private owner of the site. 

“They must have acted pretty 
quickly to get rid of them. 

“I can’t recall a group moving onto 
the car park there before. There have 
been travellers opposite there on the 
back end of the Urban Village and 
bollards were put there to combat it.” 

Councillor Johnson said caravans 
pitching up in Bilston and across the 


Black Country had become a common 
occurrence. “There’s work going on 
in the West Midlands Combined Au¬ 
thority to try and tackle the issues of 
illegal encampments,” he said. “Even 
an individual authority cannot really 
have an impact because they don’t re¬ 
spect any of our borders. 

“I know there is a great deal of 
joint work between the Black Country 
councils in order to try and prevent 
this and provide services travellers 
can use officially.” Travellers also 
moved onto land nearby destined for 
Bilston’s Urban Village in October. 


1,000 drivers caught 
using mobile phones 


MORE than 1,000 drivers in the West 
Midlands have been caught using 
their mobile phones at the wheel in 
the first year of increased fines. 

New figures have shown the number 
of motorists caught by the region’s po¬ 
lice force while using a handheld mobile 
phone between March 1, 2017 and Febru¬ 
ary 28, 2018. 

A total of 1,234 drivers were caught since 
harsher penalties were introduced last March. 
The penalties for the offence doubled from 
£100 and three penalty points to £200 and six 
points. 

Nationally, the Department for Transport 
said more than 26,000 motorists have been 
punished in the first year since the more severe 
penalties came into force. Among those are 500 
novice drivers who have had their licences re¬ 
voked for using their phone behind the wheel 
in their first two years of driving. 

In the West Midlands, 123 drivers were 
caught using their phones in a week-long 
crackdown in January. 

Inspector Sion Hathaway, from Central Mo¬ 
torway Police Group (CMPG), said: “While so¬ 
ciety has changed in terms of the growing use 
of technology, there is a time and place for this 
- and this is certainly not while driving. 

“It’s disappointing to see that people con¬ 
tinue to break the law and put the lives of not 
only themselves, but others, at risk. 

“Being distracted while driving can have 
life-changing consequences and even though 
the campaign is over we will still be monitoring 
our roads to catch those who commit such an 
offence. It is a no-win; at the very least you face 
six penalty points and a £200 fine.” 

Among the people to support the increase 
in fines for motorists caught on the phone was 
Lisa Thomas, whose daughter Laura died after 
she was hit by a vehicle on the A5 in Shrop¬ 
shire. Mrs Thomas, from Great Haywood, near 
Stafford, who has raised almost £30,000 in 
memory of her daughter, said previously: “It 
is soul destroying to see so many other families 
lose a loved one because someone behind the 
wheel was using a mobile phone.” 


City buzz growing in Formula E bid 



Drivers go head-to-head in Formula E, where vehicles reach speeds of 140mph 


MOTORCAR racing could return 
to the streets of the West Mid¬ 
lands next year. 

The region’s Mayor, Andy 
Street, has revealed he is in ad¬ 
vanced stages of talks to bring 
electric car racing series Formula 
E to Birmingham for the 2019 
season. 


Formula E has not staged a race 
in Britain since the London ePrix 
dropped off the calendar in 2016, 
while the West Midlands has not 
hosted a race since the 1990 Su- 
perprix. 

Mr Street, who pledged to bring 
racing back in his mayoral man¬ 
ifesto, said: “We are in the final 


stage of negotiations with For¬ 
mula E to bring racing to the West 
Midlands. 

“Formula E is all about electric 
cars and one of the reasons we 
want to do this so much is that 
electric cars are going to play a 
critical part in the future of the 
West Midlands economy.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Firearm concern 
sparks CCTV bid 


TRANSPORT police are appealing 
for help in identifying a man who was 
seen with an imitation firearm at a 
train station. A man was spotted at 
Birmingham Moor 
Street station, at 
around 7.20pm on 
April 11. 

Passengers re¬ 
ported seeing a 
man holding an 
imitation weapon 
- believed to be 

an air rifle - and ^_ 

waving it around. Th e CCTV image 
Officers have now released CCTV 
footage of the man they want to speak 
to in connection with the incident. 
Anyone with information can call 
Police on 0800 405040, or text 61016, 
quoting reference 566 of April 11. 



Top cop drama 
to return - Jed 


POPULAR crime drama Line of 
Duty is back on the beat, its Stafford¬ 
shire-born writer has revealed. 

Jed Mercurio, who grew up in Can¬ 
nock, made a quick trip to Ireland as 
he prepared to get the cameras rolling 
for the fifth series of the show. 

The BBC police drama - which saw 
7.5 million viewers tune in to the final 
episode of the fourth series last year 
- has been lined up for a further two 
series. Mercurio trained in medicine at 
Birmingham University and enlisted 
as a pilot at RAF Cosford. He also 
worked as a junior doctor at Wolver¬ 
hampton’s New Cross Hospital. 


Discover area's 
top attractions 

AN exhibition to showcase a bor¬ 
ough’s top attractions is due this 
weekend. The exhibition, organised 
by Dudley Council’s Discover Dudley 
team, will be held at Merry Hill Shop¬ 
ping Centre on Saturday between 
9am and 7pm. 

Staff from attractions will be on 
hand to provide information and give 
ideas of the best places to visit and 
things to do in the borough. Attendees 
will also be able to get hands-on expe¬ 
riences with ‘have a go’ craft sessions. 

Visit www.discoverdudley.org.uk. 

Day nursery scheme for 
first floor of library 

A CHILDREN’S day nursery will be 
built on the first floor of a grade II list¬ 
ed library under new plans. 

The first level of Wednesbury Li¬ 
brary will be turned into a nursery 
with toilets, a kitchen, staff room and 
store after council bosses gave plans 
approval. Applicant Kangaroo Pouch 
Limited will see the site on Walsall 
Street, in Wednesbury, undergoing 
works subject to conditions. 
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© Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
© FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

© Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
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© We project manage from start to finish 


© We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
© Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

© NICEIC Registered electricians 
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www.idealhomecare.co.uk 
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COUNTY NEWS 


Group raises £2.5k 
for Alzheimer's 

A BUSINESS has raised thousands 
of pounds for a dementia support and 
research charity. 

Staff at the Black Country Housing 
Group teamed up with customers to 
raise £2,500 for the Alzheimer’s Soci¬ 
ety through sports days, car washes, 
theatre trips and tea parties. The 
business, based in Blackheath, has 
agreed to match fund the amount 
raised, bringing the total to £5,000. 

BCHG provides affordable homes 
and care services in Sandwell, Dud¬ 
ley, Wolverhampton, Walsall and Bir¬ 
mingham. Boss Amanda Tomlinson, 
said: “We are extremely proud to do¬ 
nate to such a worthy cause.” 

Fairport call in 
for Walsall gig 

LEGENDARY folk-rockers Fairport 
Convention are gigging in the Black 
Country on Saturday. 

The band that have produced more 
than 28 records will arrive at the For¬ 
est Arts Centre’s A3 Arena in Walsall 
ahead of their ever-popular Cropredy 
Convention festival in Oxfordshire in 
August. 

Their Liege & Lief album is re¬ 
garded as the most influential folk 
album of all time. 

Their latest record last year, 
50:50@50, celebrated the golden anni¬ 
versary of the band, who are showing 
few signs of letting up just yet. Tickets 
for the show are priced at £22. 

Firms' workloads 
are building up 

WORKLOADS of small and medi¬ 
um-sized construction firms grew 
slightly in the first three months of 
this year despite record numbers of 
builders reporting rising material 
prices. 

The Federation of Master Builders’ 
latest State of Trade survey, the only 
quarterly assessment of the UK-wide 
SME construction sector,saw 49 per 
cent of firms predict rising workloads 
in the coming three months, up from 
38 per cent in the previous quarter. 

Cheers! As beer and 
cider festival returns 

THE Kinver Summer Craft Beer and 
Cider Festival is back next month, 
running from 5pm to midnight on Fri¬ 
day June 8 and noon to midnight on 
the Saturday. 

The popular event takes place at 
Kinver Sports and Community Associ¬ 
ation in Legion Drive. Admission will 
be £3 with a glass or £1 without. There 
will also be live music and street food. 


Artistic talents to be put in frame 


THERE’S still plenty of time for lo¬ 
cal artists to enter Sandwell’s Hidden 
Treasures competition. 

It is open to all amateur artists, 
schools and community groups, with 
May 31 as the deadline for entries. 

Artists are being urged to submit a 
themed piece of work to feature in the 
borough’s summer arts trail. 

They can select a favourite build¬ 
ing, open space, walk, view or local 


attraction as an inspiration their Hid¬ 
den Treasures entry. 

Artwork will be shortlisted to a col¬ 
lection of pieces which will then be ex¬ 
hibited across the borough, allowing 
members of the public to vote for the 
best piece. 

Councillor Syeda Khatun, deputy 
leader of the council, said: “This is 
a fantastic opportunity for people of 
all ages to get inspired and showcase 


their artistic talents. It will also shine 
a light on the many ‘hidden treasures’ 
across Sandwell’s six towns.” 

The work, which must be two-di¬ 
mensional, can be submitted on: 
Painting - oils, acrylics, watercolours; 
Drawing - pencils, charcoals, inks, 
pastels; Photographs - colour/black 
and white; Mixed media - a mixture 
of all three. 

If a piece is selected, each art work 


must be framed and mirror plated and 
can be no larger than 61cm (24”) by 
46cm (18”). 

Once artists have completed their 
piece, they need to send a photograph 
of the piece to alex howell@sandwell. 
gov.uk by no later than Thursday May 
31. 

More information can be found at 
www.sandwell.gov.uk/hiddentreas- 
ures 


From doughnuts to 
dumbbells for Kiran 



Report by Megan Archer 

OVERWEIGHT Kiran Bas- 
san once thought nothing 
of polishing off half a doz¬ 
en doughnuts - but now the 
only six-pack he’s interested 
in is his abs. 

The physiotherapist, who once 
weighed 19 stone, has made an 
incredible transformation to be¬ 
come a bodybuilder - losing a 
staggering 40 per cent of his body 
fat and shedding nearly seven 
stone to achieve his dream. 

His journey came to an amazing 
peak in April when he competed in 
his first bodybuilding competition and 
came third. 

Kiran, aged 28, who works at 
Sandwell and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust in West Bromwich, 
said: “It was the most incredible feel¬ 
ing when I was on stage. 

Mirror 

“I had the biggest smile on my 
face and I was just concentrating on 
impressing the judges. I could hear 
everyone just screaming my name - it 
was mad.” 

It’s a far cry from the shy and over¬ 
weight trainee physiotherapist, he 
once was. 

Kiran said: “I didn’t like what was 
staring back at me when I looked in 
the mirror. 

“I had a lack of self-confidence and 
would avoid talking to the opposite 
sex. I also felt tired all the time. 

“I’d become overweight after bing¬ 
ing on junk food at university. The 
weight crept on. I wouldn’t just eat 
one doughnut, I’d wolf down a six 
pack. 

“And I’d gorge on biscuits, crisps 
and chocolate, all at ridiculous times 
of the day. At my heaviest I was 19 
stone.” 


But once Kiran had made the de¬ 
cision to trim down, he never looked 
back. 

His days used to consist of sugary 
cereal and thick white toast for break¬ 
fast, crisps and chocolate between 
meals, fast food for lunch, and huge 
portions of chicken and rice for din¬ 
ner. 

He would also help himself to mid¬ 
night snacks of crisps and chocolate. 

But now he eats eggs or oats in the 
morning, chicken, rice and broccoli for 
lunch and fish or chicken for dinner - 


and has cut out snacks altogether. He 
added: “I found a bodybuilding coach 
called Scott Walay on Instagram and 
messaged him for help. At that point 
I just wanted to lose weight. 

Achieve 

“After a few weeks on his plan, I 
went along to see him in a competi¬ 
tion. I watched him on stage and was 
in awe of him. 

“I thought to myself that is what I 
want to do, I want to achieve what he 
has.” 


Kiran was given a rigid diet and 
exercise plan, which he stuck to. And 
then in September last year, Scott 
told him he was ready for his first 
contest. 

The next few weeks were filled with 
a tough diet and training regime all 
in preparation for the Saxon Classic 
Bodybuilding Competition at the Li¬ 
chfield Garrick theatre on April 8, 
where he came third. 

But Kiran said it was ‘all worth it’ 
especially when he came third overall. 


Clampdown 
on nuisance 
of off-road 
motorbikes 

POLICE and council teams in 
Sandwell are targeting nuisance be¬ 
ing caused by off-road motorbikes 
this spring. Riders are being warned 
of the dangers they are putting them¬ 
selves and others in on the borough’s 
estates and green spaces. 

People are urged to report problems 
to the police via Crimestoppers anony¬ 
mously on 0800 555 111. 

Footage from council-monitored 
CCTV cameras is helping police track 
down people involved in anti-social be¬ 
haviour, so motorbikes can be seized 
and perpetrators taken to court. 

Police and council teams also 
plan to use the Black Country’s 
ground-breaking ‘car cruising’ injunc¬ 
tion to help tackle the problem. 

It is already illegal to ride a mo¬ 
torbike in public open spaces such 
as parks and play areas and on pave¬ 
ments. In addition, these activities 
may also fall foul of the ‘car cruising’ 
injunction order. 

The High Court order applies 
where there are two or more vehicles 
- including motorbikes - which are in¬ 
volved in things like speeding, racing 
and performing stunts, causing prob¬ 
lems such as risk of injury and dam¬ 
age, noise and nuisance to others. 

Any breach of the order can lead to 
a maximum sentence of two years in 
prison, seizure of assets (which could 
include the vehicle), or a fine. 

Sgt Kym Jones, from Sandwell 
Police, said: “We are very concerned 
about the anti-social use of off-road 
motorbikes across the West Midlands, 
including here in Sandwell. It’s not 
just the noise they make but also the 
dangers of riding them.” 

Richard fun day 
raises £20 f 000 

A FUN day in honour of former Albi¬ 
on mascot Richard Eades raised more 
than £20,000, it has been confirmed. 

Around 2,300 supporters attended 
to watch an Albion All Stars XI - man¬ 
aged by Darren Moore - take on Boing 
FC, the team Richard was heavily in¬ 
volved with before his sudden death 
in December. 

James Morrison and Chris Brunt 
were also in attendance at Halesowen 
Town where Big Dave’s team for the 
day earned a 5-3 victory. Earlier in the 
day mascots from across the country 
took part in their own unique and 
entertaining tribute to Richard, who 
died aged 42. 

His best friend and fellow Baggies 
mascot Dave Challoner said: “I’d like 
to thank each and every supporter 
who attended the game on Sunday. It 
was a huge success thanks to them.” 


SPRING SAVINGS 

EVENT M(SW ©INI 

The most competitive prices in the Midlands on all leading brands 
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50% ©FIF SELECTED SUITES 
OKI EX DISPLAY MODELS 

• New Displays • Jazz up your interiors with fine furniture 
• 3 Floors of fine furniture from today’s leading manufacturers® 

Pargeters 

High Street, Stourbridge 

Tel: 01384 394176 

sales@pargetersfurniture.co.uk 

IMii ©i§TS®m(§iF ©smp [park sre rmr 


www.pargetersfurniture.co.uk 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! fAA 

3 child safe T MX 

verticals ^w\3 

one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 




Doors & Windows Ltd 
W kJei: 0 1902 842706 / 07759 536818 
RwwvvLc andtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
BEmail: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 


§ 



Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold French 
Doors Patio Doors 

From £999 From £649 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


Telephone 0121 559 9985 E Sok. 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 
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Action vow 
as attacks 
soar in jails 
over a year 

VIOLENCE in prisons in the West 
Midlands continues to surge with in¬ 
creases in attacks on prison staff and 
among inmates, new figures have re¬ 
vealed. 

At HMP Birmingham and HMYOI 
Brinsford prisoner-on-prisoner as¬ 
saults went up from 587 and 268 to 
712 and 448 respectively in a year. 

The figures, released by the Min¬ 
istry of Justice, show the number of 
attacks at the country’s prisons in 
2016 and 2017. The Government has 
responded by saying it will roll out 
more body cameras for officers and 
will trial an incapacitant spray similar 
to pepper spray called PAVA. 

Attacks on prison staff went up at 
Birmingham, 296 to 434, Brinsford, 
108 to 119 and Oakwood, 133 to 187. 

They decreased at Featherstone, 
from 50 to 33, and Stafford, seven to 
five. 

Frances Crook, chief executive of 
the Howard League for Penal Re¬ 
form, said: “Ultimately, positive steps 
to reduce the prison population would 
save lives, protect staff and stop oth¬ 
ers being swept into deeper currents 
of crime, violence and despair.” 

Justice Secretary David Gauke said: 
“The levels of violence, suicide and 
self-harm in our prisons are far too 
high and we are taking urgent action 
to address these problems. Assaults 
on our hardworking staff will never 
be tolerated.” 

BGT star lined 
up for city show 

FROM the Royal Wedding to Bir¬ 
mingham - Britain’s Got Talent star 
Sheku Kanneh-Mason will play Bir¬ 
mingham Town Hall as part of a new 
classical season of shows. 

Sheku, who has been announced 
to perform at the wedding of Prince 
Harry and Meghan Markle, will also 
put on a show at the Symphony Hall 
as part of the BBC Young Musician 
2018 Grand Final on May 13. 

Among the acts set to perform at 
the Birmingham Classical 2018/19 
spectacular will be The Symphony 
Orchestra of India. 

Head of artistic programming, 
Richard Hawley, said the ambitious 
season is set to showcase a variety of 
‘astounding young and multi-cultural 
artists’. 


Piano Man plays 

PIANO Man - The Music of Billy Joel 
will be at the Robin 2 in Bilston on 
Wednesday, May 23. 

Doors open at 7.30pm and tickets 
are £12 in advance or £14 on the door. 
For tickets, call 01902 401211. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Law firm reopens after roof lead stolen 



Compliance manager Melissa Nicholls 


A SOLICITORS has reopened af¬ 
ter thieves caused £100,000 worth 
of damage. HRS Family Law, based 
on West Bromwich high street, was 
forced to close when thieves stole lead 
from their roof, leaving a hole which 
caused the ceiling to collapse and the 
office to flood and spread with damp. 

Crooks also got into the office 
through a hole they made in the roof 
before stealing thousands of pounds 
worth of equipment. 

The building was targeted three 
times in two weeks, with staff catch¬ 
ing the perpetrators in the act on one 


occasion. By chance, two employees 
had come into work early at 8.30am 
and interrupted the burglars attempt¬ 
ing to steal office supplies. 

They immediately alerted police, 
but the criminals escaped on foot. “It 
was horrendous, they were petrified,” 
said Melissa Nicholls from the busi¬ 
ness. “They didn’t know whether they 
were going to attack them - anything 
could have happened.” She added: 
“You are scared they are going to 
come again.” 

A police investigation into the inci¬ 
dents in November has so far proved 


fruitless. And the firm has just fin¬ 
ished a six-month revamp of its prem¬ 
ises to get back up and running. 

Melissa said: “It’s been a night¬ 
mare. It’s probably up to one-hundred 
grand in cost all in all. It was £30,000 
just to fix the roof.” 

The entire office has been refur¬ 
bished owing to the extensive damage. 

Police confirmed no arrests have 
been made following the incident. A 
fresh appeal has been launched to find 
those responsible. West Midlands Po¬ 
lice are urging anybody with informa¬ 
tion to contact 101. 


san’s memory. As part of Startime 
Variety we put on shows to raise 
money for local charities - so we 
really wanted to do something in 
her memory, we thought it would 
be nice. 

“Mandy and I are now look¬ 
ing into climbing Kilimanjaro 
next year.” To support Tina and 
Mandy, visit just giving.com/ 
crowdfunding/tina-lilly. 


Writer Sathnam 
hosts Brum talk 

WOLVERHAMPTON writer Sath¬ 
nam Sanghera is set to host a talk in 
Birmingham later this year. 

The journalist and author will pres¬ 
ent Creative Conversations at the 
Hippodrome. Former Wolverhampton 
Grammar School student Sathnam 
began his career at the Express & 
Star, as well as dressing up as the 
news bunny for LIVE TV. 

Sathnam wrote his memoir The 
Boy With The Topknot in 2009, which 
was adapted into a TV show last year 
starring Sacha Dawan and Oldbury 
schoolboy Himmut Singh Dhatt. 

The event will take place on Sep¬ 
tember 17. 

Lino-ing up for 
new workshop 

A WORKSHOP will teach visitors how 
to create and print their own unique 
image using a block of lino. Jon Gill 
will lead the demonstration at Walsall 
Leather Museum on May 19. 

Visitors will be shown how to trans¬ 
fer their image to the block and how to 
cut it using tools, before being taught 
how to ink up and print their image 
using a burnishing method. 

The course costs £35 and all mate¬ 
rials are included. Places need to be 
booked by calling 01922 652288. 

A papier mache workshop for chil¬ 
dren also takes place on May 26. 

Enjoy a mild May 
in the city centre 

CAMPAIGN for Real Ale members 
from across the West Midlands are 
being invited to join in a mild trail 
around Birmingham city centre. The 
Birmingham branch of Camra is or¬ 
ganising the event as part of the Mild 
in May campaign which encourages 
people to try the traditional beer. 

The tour on Saturday, starts from 
The Woodman in New Canal Street at 
midday and takes in the Post Office 
Vaults in New Street; Rock ‘n’ Roll 
Brewhouse, Regent Place; Burning 
Soul Brewery, Mott Street, and The 
Gunmakers Arms in Bath Street. 

Delays warning with 
gas works disruption 

DRIVERS have been warned to expect 
disruption when gas works are carried 
out on two busy roads in Smethwick. 

Gas firm Cadent will be replac¬ 
ing pipes on Cape Hill and Cranford 
Street over the coming weeks. 

Temporary traffic lights will be op¬ 
erating on Cape Hill from Saturday, 
May 12 to Thursday, May 17. 

Work will start in nearby Cranford 
Street on Monday, May 14, lasting al¬ 
most six weeks until June 22. 


Hundreds donated to 
church hit by flooding 


HUNDREDS of pounds have been 
donated to an historic 169-year-old 
Wednesbury church damaged from 
flooding aslO million litres of water 
swept through the street outside it. 

Water reached up to 2 ft in Lea Brook 
Methodist Church when a digger burst 
a water main right outside in Leabrook 
Road North, Wednesbury, on Thursday, 
April 26. 

The extent of the damage to the church is 
not clear yet but two fundraising pages have 
been set up on GoFundMe and Facebook to 
help cover the costs of repairs which have 
raised over £350. 

Church boss, Rev Trevor Pratt, aged 67, ex¬ 
pects the cost of repairs to be over £100,000 
and says the donations are ‘encouraging’. 

He said: “It is encouraging that people want 
to support and give help. I think you begin to 
realise what a steep hill we have to travel and 
the patience with which we have to do it. 

Replacing 

“It is going to be a long haul with months 
of work ahead of us rather than weeks. It is a 
question of drying out and replacing the plaster 
where that has been affected. We are waiting 
for professionals to come get their teeth into it 
so we do not know for sure on price yet but it 
will be well over £100,000. 

“People have been very encouraging and we 
have had a lot of offers to help and of support. 

“The insurance company have been very 
co-operative and helpful so overall it has been 
quite positive. The groups are going to neigh¬ 
bouring churches and we have had quite a few 
offers of hospitality which is encouraging.” 

The church is used by groups including Slim¬ 
ming World, Scouts, Brownies and an over 60’s 
club but they will be held at different venues 
in the meantime. 

The street was submerged in water after a 
Western Power Distribution digger hit the pipe 
and nearby parked cars were damaged. 

Donations can be made by visiting www.go- 
fundme.com/leabrookchurch or www.facebook. 
com/donate/188765565081744/ 


No drama for fundraising friends 



Tina Lilly and Mandy Aldridge are raising funds in memory of their friend Susan Hubble 


A WOMAN has tackled Snowdon 
in memory of her friend while 
raising funds for Epilepsy Action. 

Tiny Lilly, aged 40, climbed 
Mount Snowdon on April 26, in 
memory of Susan Hubble, who 
was am-dram group Startime Va¬ 
riety’s secretary. She died in Feb¬ 
ruary, after suffering an epileptic 
seizure. Tina was joined by fellow 
Startime Variety member, Mandy 


Aldridge, 52, of Rowley Regis, for 
the 12-mile Dudley Trail which 
took place on Sunday. 

Money raised from Snowdon 
and the Dudley Trail, will be do¬ 
nated to Epilepsy Action. The pair 
had originally set out to raise £200 
for the charity, but have so far 
raised £550 with donations still 
rolling in. Ms Lilly said: “We just 
felt we should do something in Su- 






Concept 


BLINDS 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


For your FREE 
quotation, call us now 


Affordable 

Windows 


GGFJ 




Email: affordablewdc@hotmail.com 

www.wolverhamptonwindows.co.uk 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


G.D. MEMORIALS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 


Celebrating 
25 years of service 


£799 for V 6” 3” 

Ogee Shape Design 




FACTORY SHOWROOM 

Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, Tamebridge, Walsall, WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 
www.gdmemorials.com | info@gdmemorials.com 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 


New MOT 
may soon 
drive up 
the cost 

IS your car due for an MOT soon? You 
might want to consider very carefully 
where you take it, following new changes 
to the test coming into force this month. 

The EU Roadworthiness Package - 
didn’t you just know it would come from 
the EU? - means that from May 20, it will 
be illegal to drive a car on the road if it 
has a fault deemed “dangerous” by the 
MOT inspector. 

At face value, this might sound fair 
enough. After all, who would want to 
drive a “dangerous” car? And of course, 
driving an unroadworthy vehicle is an 
offence regardless of whether it has an 
MOT or not, so what is the problem? 

The problem is who decides what is 
“dangerous” and what is not. And, of 
course, it is the inspector who has a vest¬ 
ed interest in making sure the repairs are 
carried out at his garage. 

The changes mean an end to booking 
the car in a month before the certificate 
expires, and shopping around for the 
best price for repairs if it fails. And, of 
course, getting a second opinion if you 
think the garage is trying it on. 

OK, in theory you can arrange to have 
your car taken away on a trailer if you are 
not happy with the price given, but that 
costs a fortune too. And who has got the 
time to mess about with that? 

In future, you had better hope the test¬ 
er you take your car to is on the level. 
Because between them, the EU and our 
government have effectively given cow¬ 
boy garages carte blanche to impound 
your car until you have coughed up what 
they consider a fair price for the repairs. 

nnn 

MORE bleak news for the high street, 
as House of Fraser reveals it is planning 
store closures, with Beatties in Wolver¬ 
hampton potentially at risk. 

Is nothing safe? Who would have im¬ 
agined 20 years ago that there could be a 
West Midlands without Beatties? 

In truth, the chain has been in decline 
for years, the takeover by House of Fraser 
a disaster from day one. The decision to 
rebrand most of its stores, saying the Be¬ 
atties name “lacked resonance” showed 
how little the new owners understood the 
shop or its customers. 

The Wolverhampton shop is now the 
only one to retain this famous old name, 
and we must all hope that it is not affect¬ 
ed. 

Retail brands come, retail brands go. 
But Beatties is a piece of our heritage we 
can’t allow to die. 


Sajid Javid has never underplayed his father’s old job 



Sajid Javid - the new Home Secretary 
talks of his humble beginnings 


Phil Bateman - warns us to lock car doors 
after some scally opened his rear door 


Jurgen Klopp - declares he has this helping 
syndrome and really cares about people 


Is he driving home 
a certain message? 


A LITTLE test for journalists everywhere. 
Write a short piece about the new Home Sec¬ 
retary Sajid Javid and his humble beginnings 
without using the words “bus driver.” Dammit, 
that’s me out. There are, at the time of writing, 
no fewer than 26,400 Google results for the 
search “Sajid Javid” and “bus driver.” Javid has 
never knowingly underplayed his father’s old 
job. Yet back in the 1960s, when most folk con¬ 
sidered themselves working class, a bus driver 
got a decent wage, steady work, union protec¬ 
tion and a proper pension. There were many 
worse starts in life. 

HERE’S a prediction for Javid’s time at the 
Home Office. Expect to see the term “illegal 
immigration” dropped. The kindly “irregular im¬ 
migration” is taking over. So that boatload of 
blokes slipping ashore and breaking every mi¬ 
gration law in the process, are not really illegal, 
just a wee bit irregular. 

SAINSBURY’S has recalled some of is own- 
brand cat food because it may contain too 
much vitamin D, which can be harmful to cats. 
One of the symptoms of excess vitamin D is 
lethargy. A reader asks: “How do you diagnose 
lethargy in a cat?” 

IF the EU referendum, the greatest exercise in 
democracy in British history, had resulted in vic¬ 
tory for Remain in 2016, I believe we Brexiters 
would have quietly thrown in the towel. We may 
have no desire to be part of the Great European 
Empire but, hey, that’s democracy. But that was 
two years ago and since then we have seen a 


THE BEST OF 

sinister, anti-democratic gathering of dark forc¬ 
es hell-bent on wrecking the Brexit process. If 
they were to win at the final furlong and frustrate 
the wishes of 17.4 million Brits, can anyone see 
the anti-EU side gracefully accepting defeat? 

TO be the loser in a fair vote is one thing. 
To be defeated after the vote by a cabal of the 
rich, powerful and self-important is beyond 
endurance. Have the plotters really thought it 
through? Those who are today gleefully hop¬ 
ing to overrule the Referendum may find them¬ 
selves trying to govern a country which will not 
only be ungovernable but will become the ral¬ 
lying point for other dissenting EU nations. The 
EU-zealots don’t seem to understand that the 
best hope of holding the EU together is to let 
Britain go. If not, dear Brussels, we will be the 
thorn in your side. 

BEING born without a trace of the football 
gene, I tend to steer well clear of the subject. 
But my eye was caught by an interview in which 
the Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp declared: 
“I have this helping syndrome. I really care 
about people.” Maybe this is normal in his na¬ 
tive Germany but somehow I can’t imagine an 
English manager coming out with that sort of 
self-analysis. It is rare to hear the Brits singing 


their own praises which is why such incidents 
stick in the mind. I recall a lady some time ago 
who informed me: “As you know, Peter, I am a 
very spiritual person,” and went on to tell me 
she’d just spent several thousand pounds buy¬ 
ing a cherished number plate for her car. 

THE more we learn, the more it seems the 
Windrush scandal was a failing not only of min¬ 
isters and civil servants but of ordinary MPs. 
The only justification for having 650 hugely ex¬ 
pensive MPs is that they are supposed to be the 
eyes and ears of Parliament, embedded in their 
constituencies and on the lookout for grass¬ 
roots unhappiness and injustice. So where 
were they? The Windrush saga was brewing 
for years. If only a few MPs had found out what 
was happening, discussed it with their col¬ 
leagues and realised this was a national scandal 
brewing, who knows how much stress and loss 
might have been avoided? MPs are paid a ba¬ 
sic £76,000. On this showing, how many were 
worth a penny? 

WOLVERHAMPTON councillor Phil Bateman 
warns us to lock our car doors after some scal¬ 
ly opened his rear door at traffic lights. This 
sounds like an attempted robbery, but you never 
know. Some years ago, driving through London 
at night and hopelessly lost in torrential rain, I 
pulled in to the kerb to consult the map. The 
door was yanked open and a huge, drenched 
Rastafarian was suddenly beside me in the pas¬ 
senger seat. He said: “Thank God you stopped 
for me, man. I’m soaking here.” Apparently he’d 
been thumbing a lift. I drove him home. 


TOmNGPOjN^^ 

Now it’s 
time to 
rebuild our 
civic pride 

SOMEONE once told me that if you 
walked around Wolverhampton with your 
eyes raised you realised what a beautiful 
city it was... and maybe can be again. 

OK, beautiful may be pushing it a little 
but many city centre buildings which at 
street level have generic branded shop 
fittings are, when you look up, rather im¬ 
pressive. 

Often these are Victorian edifices, re¬ 
flecting a kind of civic pride that fell out 
of fashion in the rush to modernism that 
blighted the 1960s. 

Old timers will tell you that Wolver¬ 
hampton never really recovered from los¬ 
ing its shopping arcades, which remain 
an asset for London, Birmingham and 
Manchester. 

The demolition of the city’s old bus 
depot revealed the Roman Doric splen¬ 
dour of the Royal Hospital, the work of 
Wolverhampton architect Edward Banks, 
opened in 1846 as South Staffordshire 
General Hospital. Only a philistine would 
throw something up to block that view 
again. 

It’s a shame it has so far been beyond 
the wit of any developer to find a way 
to retain Wolverhampton and Midland 
Counties Eye Infirmary, which has stood 
in Chapel Ash since 1888. 

The work of another Wolverhampton 
architect, Thomas Henry Fleeming, who 
also built the imposing Barclays Bank on 
Gueen Square, there is probably no way 
back from the eye hospital dereliction 
that has rotted this landmark. 

James Morgan’s 1820s-built St 
George’s Church suffered great indignity, 
having a ghastly Sainsbury’s store graft¬ 
ed onto its late Georgian elegance. The 
conversion of a place of worship into a 
temple of consumerism then seemed an 
indictment of shallow times. 

Times have changed. The convenience 
and cheapness of shopping on the inter¬ 
net means we now run the risk of see¬ 
ing town centres filled with boarded-up 
stores punctuated by coffee shops, burg¬ 
er joints, bookmakers and charity shops. 

What will Wolverhampton gain if the 
shiny new Debenhams store survives but 
it loses Beatties, the city’s flagship de¬ 
partment store. Its refined 1920s art deco 
style still adds a touch of class. 

Many of these buildings have some 
sort of protection but they need to find 
a role for the 21st century. They must not 
be lost and they should never be hidden. 
We should be building with our past and 
not building over it or covering it up. Time 
to regain that civic pride. 

LEON BURAKOWSKI 


BETTA QUALITY BUILDINGS 


SHEDS * GARAGES « GARDEN ROOMS * LOG CABINS 



Wooden 

Sheds 


HUGE 

RANGE 



Free Laminate Flooring & External Paint 
Prices start from 

£2600 


Delivered & Fitted 

from £274 




• Old Buildings Removed * Asbestos Disposal * Base Laying Service * Free Quotations * Made to Measure * Lined and Insulated Options * Quality at Competitive Prices * Huge Range 


Show site (open 7 days): 

Visit our website: 


Tildasley Street,West Bromwich B70 9SJ 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 

0121 553 4682 
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Time for a vote on Lords 

I AGREE with the comments written our MPs that there is a lot of support 


in the letter by Alan M Etheridge pub¬ 
lished in the Express and Star recently, 
in which he suggested we need another 
referendum to get rid of the House of 
Lords. 

He and other readers may like to 
know, that there is a current online 
petition suggesting just that. 

This petition has already exceeded 
the 100,000 signatures required, to 
ensure the subject is debated in par¬ 
liament. 

The petition is still open, for anyone 
to sign, more signatures will help show 


to get rid of this expensive, unelected 
chamber. 

The problem is will Members of Par¬ 
liament ever vote to end, what most of 
them seem to see as a posh retirement 
club offering great restaurants and 
bars, all subsidised by us, the taxpay¬ 
ers. 

I think not, the only way to ever close 
this club, is if the general public gets to 
have a vote, so let’s have another ref¬ 
erendum. 

ALAN J HUNT 

West Bromwich 


Bus station is 
not improved 

COULD someone please point out any 
improvement to the Merry Hill bus 
station, when not only is it no better, 
some of the bus stops are worse, as 
there is no shelter from the rain and 
the elements in the stop in front of 
Matalan. I would have thought such 
an already large centre, soon to be im¬ 
prove and be made larger, would have 
an excellent bus station, the likes of 
which areas like Halesowen have. 

J BANNISTER 

Dudley 


Seeking 
details on 
soldiers 

AS it’s 100 years since the 
end of the First World War, 
I decided to trace and visit 
my grandfather’s military 
grave. After doing research 
via the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission, I 
travelled to a village near 
Armentieres in northern 
France, the cemetery is 
known as Ration Farm and 
is beautifully kept. 

My grandfather’s name is 
Samuel Martin and he lived 
in Wolverhampton; he died 
on the 25.1.1916. Next to 
his grave are two other sol¬ 
diers belonging to the South 
Staffs Regiment. They are a 
Private Agger and a Private 
E. Fellows, all K.I.A within 
two days of each other. 

I have tried to find out 
more about Agger and Fel¬ 
lows. I don’t know where 
in the West Mids they came 
from, but if anyone has 
information or would like 
a photograph of the grave, 
please contact me via email. 
KEITH MORGAN 
Stafford 

keithmorgan40@hotmail. 

co.uk 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


graeme.andrew@expressandstar. 

co.uk 


Sandwell Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, 

51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Code of Practice: 

Our policy is to correct errors as 
soon as we can. The Chronicles 
adhere to the Editors’ Code of 
Practice, which can be seen at 
www.ipso.co.uk. 

If you are unhappy with the ac¬ 
curacy of a story, write to The contact Ipso at complaints@ipso. 

Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 Queen co.uk or by post at Ipso, c/o Gate 

Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. House, 1 Farringdon Street, Lon- 
If we cannot reach a resolution don, EC4M 7LG 



Medics' dedication 
despite all the abuse 

THERE is one certainty in life, and when that time comes 
or an emergency crisis calls, the chances are it will be an 
ambulance or paramedic that arrives. 

It might be for you or for a loved one, a neighbour or just 
a stranger in the street, but come, rain, snow, sunshine and 
hail, when you need it, it will be there. So you just have to 
wonder how does such a dedicated group of people carry on 
despite suffering the misery and indignation of being spat 
on, abused, stabbed and bitten? 

What possible justification can there for the behaviour 
following a 999 call someone makes, which will lead to a 
crew of dedicated personnel being dispatched to save a life 
and they end up getting spat at? 

MR S T VAUGHAN 
Yardley Wood 


We remain 
captives in 
our streets 

HOW long will the residents 
of Hall Grove, Langley Ave¬ 
nue and others have to be 
captives in their streets be¬ 
cause of selfish people go¬ 
ing to the station for their 
trains and off to work. 

They leave their cars 
all day 7am till 6pm, dou¬ 
ble parking opposite other 
parkers, half on road and 
half on pavements blocking 
recycling, delivery vehicles 
and milkmen. 

Any vehicle bigger than a 
Transit van cannot manoeu¬ 
vre safely through the gaps. 

This has gone on now for 
more than two years and 
we can do nothing about 
it, they ignore any warning 
notes the residents put on 
their cars. 

Dudley council and the 
police both blame each 
other, and us residents suf¬ 
fer the nuisance every week 
day. 

Maybe if someone dies 
because an ambulance fails 
to reach them they will take 
responsibility. 

DAVID COX 

Coseley 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 


All Glazing Backed By Our 

25 YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Priority Freephone 

0800 6121118 

www.cloudy2clear.com 


Cloudy2Clear Are A... 

Which? 
Which?') Trusted 
Trader 


c 2 
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6 Windows 
Composite Doors 
ft Porches 
Patio Doors 
ft Conservatories 
Window & 

Door Repairs 
ft Fascias/ 
Guttering 
Building Work 
ft Misted-up Units 


WondsJi^jul Window a (DoAkahk (Doom fa C 0Juma ^ ,jL ‘ u 


FROM START TO FINISH 


Established over 20 years 97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

window-warehouse.com windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
Visit our showroom: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm Sat 9am-1pm 




ubhi’s 


KITCHENS & FURNITURE 






Worktoo Clearance Now On 


DESIGN AND FITTING SERVICE 


www.ubhikitchens.co.uk email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, West Midlands B69 2PG 

Tel: 0121 557 7222 




Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f 


Find us on f 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 10, 2018 
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8 First jobs fair 
at hub to offer 
opportunities 

SOUTH Staffs Water has partnered 
with Tipton and West Bromwich’s 
Jobcentre Plus and to hold its first 
jobs fair in its new community hub in 
Wednesbury, tomorrow, Friday. 

Businesses will be attending from a 
range of sectors including care, secu¬ 
rity, engineering and retail, and there 
will be a wide variety of career and ap¬ 
prenticeship opportunities available. 

Job seekers are invited to call into 
the hub on Union Street between 
10am - 1pm to meet prospective em¬ 
ployers and find out more about their 
options. 

The hub currently provides a jobs 
board and free internet access for 
would-be job seekers. 

It also allows South Staff Water’s 
customer service team and other ex¬ 
perts to talk directly to customers. 

Phil Newland, managing director 
at South Staffs Water explains: “The 
hub has been opened to 

enable us to build stronger relation¬ 
ships within our local community. 

Among the businesses attending we 
are pleased to have a number of ap¬ 
prenticeship providers too.” 

Medal and coin 
collection sale on 

AN EXTENSIVE private collection of 
historic coins and a Florence Night¬ 
ingale medal are set to go under the 
hammer on Monday. The collection of 
coins were assembled over a 40 year 
period by a father and son with an 
emphasis on items of quality. 

They include a South African Zuid 
Afrikaansche-Republiek gold Veld 
Pond 1902 coin, estimated at between 
£5,000 and £7,000, and an Austrian 
gold Proof 100-Corona 1908 coin, es¬ 
timated between £5,000 and £8,000. 
The items can be viewed at www.fel- 
lows.co.uk. 


Team powers through 
to win first league title 


A POWERCHAIR football team from the region are celebrat¬ 
ing Premier League success after winning the title for the 
first time in their history. 

West Bromwich Albion Powerchair Football Club have won the 
Muscular Dystrophy UK Premiership League by a single point after a 
nail-biting finish to the 22-game season. 

It is the first time the team have won the league in nine years of competing, 
a feat made more impressive by the fact four of the squad’s six members had 
never played together before this campaign. 


Coach Chris Gordon, aged 27, who 
also plays on the team, said: “We’ve al¬ 
ways been a team that is pushing the 
top two places in the league, but we’ve 
never actually made it to the top, so 
this is a massive achievement. We 
needed to win our last match on the 
Sunday to win the league and we did, 
but up until then it was an emotional 
rollercoaster.” 

Powerchair football players use spe¬ 
cifically designed sports chairs with a 
bumper on the front to dribble, pass 
and shoot. 

Chris added: “We also had the extra 
pressure of knowing that there was 
a league title at the end of it, but we 
managed to get the job done. 

“We had some good celebrations. 
The trophy was there, so the players 
and their families all posed with it for 
photos. We had a bottle of champagne 
and it all got a bit Formula 1 as we en¬ 
joyed spraying it around.” 

Powerchair football is the fastest 
growing disability team sport in the 
UK. Sam Bull, from the Wheelchair 
Football Association, said: “It has been 
another great season of Powerchair 
football. 

“The passion and drive of the play¬ 
ers highlights just what the sport has 
given to them. To feel part of a team 


By David Banner _ 

and the rollercoaster of emotions when 
winning or losing forges friendships 
that last long after the final whistle.” 

Muscular Dystrophy UK, a charity 
which supports people in the UK with 
muscle-wasting conditions, has funded 
the league in response to growing de¬ 
mand wheelchair users to be able to 
take part in the sport. 

Nikki Hill, the director of market¬ 
ing and communications at Muscular 
Dystrophy UK, said: “Congratulations 
to everyone on the West Bromwich Al¬ 
bion team for their well-deserved win. 

“Conditions like muscular dystro¬ 
phy can make it hard to take part in 
sport, but Powerchair football ensures 
that people in wheelchairs can com¬ 
pete in this hugely skilful and compet¬ 
itive game. 

“That’s why Muscular Dystrophy 
UK is sponsoring the leagues in Eng¬ 
land and Scotland, and supporting the 
sport by raising awareness and provid¬ 
ing grants for equipment to take part.” 

For more information on Muscu¬ 
lar Dystrophy UK visit www.muscu- 
lardystroph3mk.0rg 

Details of powerchair football teams 
in the region can be found at www. 
thewfa.org.uk/ 



Chris Gordon, with the Muscular Dystrophy UK Premiership League trophy 


Your chance 
to build up 
new career 

DO you dream of working with Lego 
all day, every day? Now is your chance 
- as the new Legoland Discovery Cen¬ 
tre in Birmingham is hiring for a mul¬ 
titude of roles. 

A total of 80 new jobs are being cre¬ 
ated at the city attraction, from host 
level up to management. It is recruit¬ 
ing technicians, front of house staff, 
ride operators, guest experience, food 
and beverage and retail staff. The new 
attraction will also have a Lego shop - 
the only one in Birmingham. 

General manager of Legoland Dis¬ 
covery Centre Amy Langham said: 
“We have been inundated with people 
asking how to apply, and now we’re 
able to accept those applications.” 

Applicants need to be team players, 
have ‘exceptional’ customer service 
skills, be passionate about Lego and 
be able to see the world through the 
eyes of child - according to the job de¬ 
scription on the website. 

Lego bosses say people who can tick 
all of the above qualities should defi¬ 
nitely apply. The highly-anticipated 
Legoland attraction is set to open this 
summer at Arena Birmingham just 
opposite the Sea Life Centre. 

Tickets cost upward of £15. 

Visit birmingham.legolanddiscov- 
erycentre.co.uk and follow the link for 
‘join the team’ to find out more out 
current opportunities. 

Meeting due to be 
held on diabetes 

A MEETING on diabetes is being held 
for diabetics, their carers and family. 

Tipton and Sandwell Diabetes Com¬ 
munity Group are welcoming people 
to the meeting which will be held 
from 10am to noon on May 11 at Gle- 
befields Library in St Mark’s Road, 
Tipton. 

Call Sue on 07486 943732. 



ADVERTISEMENT 


J .Vaf/ 

Denture Clinic Principal Steven Burchell 
Dip CDT RCS(Eng) GDC 108353 with his 
thrilled patient Theresa Reardon 

Predictably reassuring 
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Above: Theresa’s new corrected smile 
Below: Her badly fitting and painful old dentures 


A newspaper cutting 
finally ends dental tourist’s quest for smile 


W HEN Theresa Reardon from Lon¬ 
don set out on a mission to fix a 
longstanding dental problem she never 
imagined it would take a lifetime’s search 
before finding the answer ... in Dudley. 

Even a trip as a dental tourist to a Budapest 
clinic delivered only disappointment. 

Remarkably, she never lost hope that one 
day she’d stumble upon a happy clinical out¬ 
come, despite decades of false dawns. 

“I was determined to find an answer and 
I found Mr Steven Burchell at the Denture 
Clinic,” she declares. 

Her breakthrough came eight years ago 
while looking after a doctor in Wolverhamp¬ 
ton, but never realised a story she was read¬ 
ing in the local newspaper would have such 
an impact on her daily living. 


The devout Catholic from County Cork 
in southern Ireland, who moved to London 
when she was 25, adds: “I’d come to Wolver¬ 
hampton and in a quiet moment was reading 
the free paper, The Chronicle. I saw a story 
there about a lady who couldn’t eat properly 
and how Steven had sorted her out, so I kept 
the cutting.” 

Eight years passed before she was prompt¬ 
ed to look at the article again after her den¬ 
ture prescription from the Hungarian capital 
broke. 

“I read it over and over again, booked an 
appointment, got on the train and made my 
way to Dudley,” she recalls. 

Theresa suffered all her denture life with 
a protruding lower bite where the bottom 
teeth are more prominent than the upper. 


This can sometimes make chewing difficult 
and patients self-conscious. My bottom den¬ 
tures were so unstable my diet was always 
restricted,” she says. 

Staff at the clinic in North Street were 
shocked to learn she had travelled alone to 
her appointment and was returning to her 
Golders Green apartment in London the same 
day. 

HI have steak 

“Nothing was going to stop me,” she add¬ 
ed. “The teeth I’d been made ten years before 
in Budapest were useless and they hurt like 
hell. My new ones don’t hurt at all and for 
the very first time my top teeth can come over 
my bottom teeth.” 


On the day her new prescription was fitted 
she decided to celebrate with a meal out at 
the Miller & Carter steakhouse in Penn. 

“I was advised to take it gently, but my 
teeth felt so good I thought I’ll have a steak,” 
she says. It was the first time Theresa could 
tackle such a “difficult meal”. With school¬ 
girl laughter she adds: “I loved it. It was 
worth waiting for.” 

Admitting to a regular tipple of red wine, 
she’s determined to carry on celebrating her 
new teeth and making the best of her restored 
confidence. 

“I may even manage the odd glass of sher¬ 
ry,” she jokes. “It’s been a long time coming 
and I’m so grateful that I don’t have to put 
my hand over my mouth any more. 

I was always afraid to smile, but now . . . 


look at me, all thanks to Steven.” 

Theresa’s problems began when at 18 she 
took at job as a doctor’s receptionist in Cork. 
She was advised to have a full clearance after 
gum disease was diagnosed. 

“The bite on every set of teeth I had was 
never right until now,” she says. 

Theresa left Cork with two other girls to 
stay with an order of nuns in Harrow. 

“I was helping at a nursing home. The 
Reverend Mother sent my two friends back 
home but encouraged me to apply for a job 
with the Queen’s Household and I worked as 
a deputy catering supervisor at Buckingham 
Palace.” 

Reflecting on her colourful life, she adds 
in a beautifully musical Cork accent: “Every 
year I get a Christmas card from the Queen.” 


Suctioni dentures Complete dentures Partial dentures Copy dentures Implantrretained denture s Repairs service, Relines Soft linings 


¥ 


North Street 
Dental and 
Implant Clinic 

An Independent Practice 

www.northstreetdentalclinic.co.uk 


Call us today on 

01384 254067 


Denture Clinic also available at: 
Richmond House, 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 


«««« 'Z5ZZZ2 r®ture 
0800 0285185 VJKlinic 


North St. Dental Clinic, 5 North Street, Dudley, West Midlands, DY2 7DT 


www.denture-clinic.co.uk 




























Ladies bang their drum for festival 



I KITCHENS 
AND 

BATHROOMS 


HURRY! 

MAY INSTALLATIONS 
STILL AVAILABLE 





interia 

KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


Call now for your 

FREE SURVEY 


Potters Lane, Wednesbury, Rear Of Mecca Bingo, WslO 7Lh 

0121 505 1132 


www.interiadesigns.co.uk 



FREE TILES 

ON ALL FULLY INSTALLED 
KITCHENS & BATHROOMS* 


REPLACEMENT 
KITCHEN DOORS 

FROM £10.00* 



LARGE SELECTION 

OF COMFORT 
HEIGHT WC’S 


The ladies Vaisakhi event which took place as part of the religious festival for Sikhs 


DOZENS of women joined in their own celebration of Mrs Chahal and Mrs Thandi are the organisers of Com- 
Vaisakhi in the Black Country. munity Millan Group based in Smethwick. 

The Ladies Vaisakhi Festival is held every year, organ- Vaisakhi is a Sikh festival celebrated in April marking 
ised by Amarjit Kaur Chahal and Kulvinder Kaur Thandi. the foundation of the Khalsa community of Sikhs in 1699 
Around 100 women took part in this year’s event held at by Guru Gobind Singh. 

West Smethwick Park Community Centre. It also marks the spring harvest. 


300 back Hippo battle 


We would like to make everyone aware that Wednesbury Celebrates has now 
changed name to Knights of Wednesbury. The committee has been working hard 
to put the organisation onto a more formal footing and as a result the decision was 

made to change the name. 

We have no links to any other community group in Wednesbury and will still be 
delivering the same high quality events and services we have done previously. 


We will still be 

• Operating from Wednesbury Town Hall 


A PETITION calling for an 
iconic former theatre to be 
saved has now been backed 
by more than 300 people. 

Campaigners have refused to 
give up on their bid to re-open 
Dudley Hippodrome, despite 
council bosses in the town taking 
it back into their control. 

The battle to revive the historic 
building on Castle Hill appeared to 


have been lost after council leaders 
lost faith in the ability of a campaign 
group to fund its restoration. 

But members have vowed to con¬ 
tinue fighting, with a petition entitled 
‘Save Dudley Hippodrome’ having 
gained 336 signatures. The Black 
Country Hippodrome group had been 
working to reopen the old theatre for 
a year after being handed the keys by 
Dudley Council’s former Labour ad¬ 
ministration. The group, which had 


already begun minor works inside the 
venue, was handed a five-year lease 
and needed to raise around £5 million 
to realise their dream of reopening it. 

However, the Conservative group 
now in charge at the council house 
decided to scrap the agreement ear¬ 
lier this year, claiming the group had 
failed to prove the restoration bid was 
viable. It was the latest twist in a long 
and drawn out saga surrounding the 
derelict former theatre. 


• Arranging fundraising shows at the Town Hall with all of your favourite acts 


Putting on events for older and vulnerable residents such as the Fish and Chip Afternoons and days out. 
•You can find out what's happening by visiting the box office, or telephoning us on 0121 556 4914, 


or by emailing us at enquiries@knightsofwednesbury.co.uk 



If you have any questions or queries 
please do not hesitate 
to contact us. 





LilaLt Hit LUHLCl'HtidtitlL Hitt 


Order a conservatory or full 
house of windows and you 
will get a full valeting service 
on your guttering or windows 
or conservatory totally FREE. 




T Valeting Services now 
available to restore all 
your uPVC products. 
Guttering and Driveways 
valeting available. 


the trade on all 

Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 


Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MAY INSTALLATIONS 


Open Weekdays: 9am to 5.30pm 
Saturday: 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


FREEPHONE 0800 917 6060 www.rydalewindows.co.uk Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 
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10 ADVERTISEMENT 

Make your home warmer, quieter and safer 



Carera Windows has fitted more than half a million quality windows and doors Carera prides itself on offering honest and professional expert advice 


Market leading Stourbridge double glazing 
business Carera Windows has fitted more 
than half a million quality windows and doors 
over the past 28 years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide 
a level of customer service that is second 
to none. More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 
authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 


Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 
using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors, sliding 
patio doors, french double doors and porches. 


Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 


the business across the country. Carera prides 
itself on offering honest and professional expert 
advice, installing 100 per cent high quality 
products, sensible prices and outstanding 
customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 


aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 



,f your getting 
3 quotes make 
sure Carera is 
one of tkemUU 
Call us TODAY 
> 3-384 442490 






rare 




Proud to have worked with 


Top Quality a Kmcv, 

Products At Great Prices 
Yale Locking Systems 
Swish Window & Door Systems 
Payment On Completion 
Full 10 Year Guarantee 
No Deposit Required 

us NOW 


CARERA 


Make the right choice for your new windows, 
conservatories, orangeries and porches. 

Carera do not use high pressure salesmen, 
it has had the same owner since it opened 
in 1989. Call them now for your FREE 
no obligation quotations. Our visit takes 
approximately 20-30 minutes 

Visit our large beautiful 
showroom with all products on 
display for a warm welcome 

WINDOWS ■ DOORS ■ PORCHES ■ ORANGERIES ■ CONSERVATORIES 

24, Junction Rd, Audnam, 01384 442 490 


Stourbridge DY8 4YJ 


www.carerawindows.co.uk 


Yale 


FENSA 


Registered Company 































































Trust apologises over A&E waiting times 


BOSSES at a hospital trust have apol¬ 
ogised after thousands of patients 
were left waiting more than four hours 
in A&E during the last 12 months. 

The Sandwell NHS Trust said it was 
working hard to meet national wait¬ 
ing time targets. It was revealed this 
week more than 36,000 patients - 83.4 
per cent - had waited more than four 


hours to be seen at Sandwell General 
and Birmingham’s City Hospital over 
the last year. The national target, set 
by the Government, is 95 per cent. 

Rachel Barlow, chief operating of¬ 
ficer at the trust, said: “We are sorry 
that patients have waited longer than 
we would want to receive a diagnosis, 
discharge or admission. 


“All patients are clinically assessed 
within minutes to reaching us, and are 
then treated in priority order based on 
clinical need. 

“We now have the ability to help pa¬ 
tients see a GP if that is more suitable 
for their needs after assessment. We 
are working hard to support staff to 
be able to see patients safely faster.” 


Teen killer was part of 
'feral' gang of youths 


A TEENAGE tearaway as¬ 
saulted one youth and robbed 
another three days before 
killing a father of two while 
burgling the man’s home for 
the third time, it can be re¬ 
vealed. 

The youth, aged 17, and from 
Rowley Regis was locked up for 10 
years in January after being con¬ 
victed by a jury at Wolverhampton 
Crown Court of the manslaughter 
of 41-year-old Simon Johnson 
during the early hours of August 
11,2016. 

He and Damilola Johnson, 19, were 
stealing cannabis plants from the 
address in Cradley Road, Netherton 
when they woke the victim, who lived 
alone and was stabbed to death by the 
older teenager who was convicted of 
murder and ordered to serve at least 
21 years of a life sentence. 

Now the 17-year-old, who cannot 
be identified because of his age, has 
admitted being part of a ‘feral pack’ 
who assaulted and robbed a string of 
youths during an evening of violence 
on August 8, three days before the 
fatal stabbing. 

The group operated across Dudley, 
leaving their victims hurt and shaken 



Simon Johnson, who was killed 

up, said Mr Simon Phillips, prose¬ 
cuting at the same court, and added: 
“They were very intimidating.” 

The first victim was targeted at the 
bus station at Brierley Hill’s Merry 
Hill Shopping Centre after allegedly 
‘grassing’ on of the gang to a teacher 
and was punched two or three times in 
the face by the 17-year-old. 


Mr Tony Nayager, defending the 
17-year-old, said: “He was a member 
of what was effectively a feral pack and 
is deeply ashamed of what happened. 

Six other youths have now been 
convicted by a jury of involvement in 
the robberies committed by the gang. 
A 17-year-old from Smethwick was ac¬ 
quitted of all charges against him dur¬ 
ing the Wolverhampton Crown Court 
trial. 

Danyal Hussain, 18, from Harcourt 
Road, Old Hill was found guilty of the 
four mobile phone robberies at the 
skateboard park but a further charge 
that he robbed another young man in 
Haden Hill Park, Cradley Heath on 
August 19, 2016 was dismissed mid¬ 
way through the case. Yunus Muflahi, 
aged 20, from Winwood Road, Rowley 
Regis was found not guilty of the four 
skateboard park robberies but was 
convicted of the August 19 robbery. 

A 17-year-old youth from Cradley 
Heath was found guilty of the four 
skateboard park robberies, as were 
a 16-year-old from Oldbury and two 
15-year-olds from Cradley Heath and 
Quinton. The three youngest were 
each acquitted of assaulting the bus 
station attack victim. They were 
each remanded for reports until July 
6 when they are expected to be sen¬ 
tenced. All bar the 17-year-old from 
Cradley Heath were granted bail. 



The Flying Scotsman 

& Classic Cambridge 

Departing Thursday 27 Sep 

From Cannock, Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 2 nights DBB at our selected hotel 

✓ Exclusive train journey behind the Flying 
Scotsman on the Nene Valley Railway 

✓ En-route visit to Cambridge 


Andre Rieu 

& his Johann Strauss Orchestra 
Live in Liverpool 
Departing Friday 14 Dec 

From Walsall & Wolverhampton 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return coach travel 

✓ 1 night B&B at our selected hotel 

✓ Ticket to Andre Rieu concert at the Echo 
Arena, Liverpool (upper tier) 

✓ En-route visit to Manchester Christmas 
Market 


3 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 230 


2 Days 

By Coach 


only 

£ 189 


or to book, please call: 03332 341 875 Quote JGRT 


or visit online at: 


justgoholidays.com/RT 


033 numbers are free within inclusive 

minutes packages otherwise standard rates apply. 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 



DON'T DESPAIR, 
WE'LL REPAIR 


Under new ownership since 
January, Hill Top Phones prides 
itself on customer satisfaction and 
reliable service. 

Conveniently located on Hill Top 
with free and easy car parking. All 
phone repairs are carried out by 
our technicians that have had many 
years experience of repairing mobile 
phones and pride our business on 


keeping up to date with the latest 
technology and problems that occur. 

Every Part 

We stock every part for most 
phones, i-Pads, lap tops and tablets. 
So whether you have a cracked 
screen or a charging problem we can 
usually repair within the hour leaving 
you to carry on with your normal day. 


As well as repairs, Hill Top Phones 
buy and sell a huge range of new and 
used pay as you go phones. 

Accessories 

Also available is a wide selection 
of accessories including batteries, 
chargers and phone covers and 
cases. So make sure Hill Top Phones 
is your first stop for your mobile 
phone needs. 


HILLTOP 

PHONES 



Walk In ^ 

Repair centre 


Other Services 


v W* Buy & SmU New & Ifoed 
Mobile Phono* 
v* Broke*n Display LCD 
✓ So/fwar* Problem 


HILLTOP 

PHONES 

** Hill Tee Wm firuimv.il B70 OHU 

Tel: 0121 502 0004 
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12 Lifestyle _ 

Give your 
personal 
finances a 
spring clean 

SPRING has sprung and it’s time to declutter and 
sweep aside the cobwebs. But this needn’t just apply 
to those overs-stuffed cupboards and neglected nooks 
and crannies around your home - you shouldn’t let the 
dust settle on your finances either. 

Giving your finances a spring clean can be a great 
way to ensure you’re on top of your budgeting and 
making the most of any chances to save and spend your 
money wisely. Here are some suggestions from the ex¬ 
perts on how to have a financial spring clear-out... 

1. Negotiate a pay rise 

Laura Holden, spokeswoman for jobs website Reed. 
co.uk, says: “It’s probably one of the most dreaded con¬ 
versations you’ll face with your boss, but as the saying 
goes: ‘If you don’t ask, you don’t get’.” 

She suggests booking time to discuss your perfor¬ 
mance and using online salary checkers and job ads to 
ensure you’re not asking for too much or too little - and 
try to approach the conversa¬ 
tion with a proactive, positive 
attitude. Holden suggests 
highlighting past successes: 

“They may be obvious to you, 
but don’t assume that your 
boss will always be aware of 
your achievements,” she adds. 

“But if you’ve exhausted your 
options and feel undervalued, 
changing jobs is a great way to 
secure a salary rise.” 

2. Ditch and switch 
Switching credit card, cur¬ 
rent account, energy or insur¬ 
ance providers can create big 

savings. Kevin Pratt, consumer affairs expert at mon- 
eysupermarket.com, says: “If you’ve got a credit card 
balance that’s costing you interest and you can’t clear 
it, you can transfer it to a card that will not charge in¬ 
terest for up to three years, giving you chance to reduce 
what you owe.” 

As for energy providers, he adds: “If you’ve not 
switched energy provider for a couple of years or more, 
or have never switched, you’re probably on an expen¬ 
sive variable rate tariff. Switching to a fixed rate deal 
could save you £250.” 

3. Pack insurance into holiday planning 

Malcolm Tarling, a spokesman for the Association 
of British Insurers (ABI), says: “Each year, travel in¬ 
surers help hundreds of thousands of travellers whose 
holiday did not work out as planned - from having to 
cancel going, to falling ill abroad and needing emer¬ 
gency medical treatment. So it is vital that you arrange 
travel insurance well in advance.” 

4. Give pensions a workout 
Sarah Coles, a personal finance analyst at Har¬ 
greaves Lansdown, says that as well as making sure 

you’re saving enough into 
workplace pensions, people 
“should also brush up on the 
scheme itself, and whether 
there’s anything extra on 
offer from your employer if 
you agree to pay more into 
the scheme. The growth of 
your pension pot comes down 
to three things: how much 
you contribute, how long the 
money is put away for, and 
how much your investments 
grow,” she adds. “The only 
part of this that doesn’t in¬ 
volve you working harder is 
investment performance, so 
it’s worth considering where your pensions are in¬ 
vested.” 

5. Sort your mortgage 

Mark Harris, chief executive of mortgage broker 
SPF Private Clients, says: “The general movement in 
mortgage rates is upwards, and anyone on their lend¬ 
er’s standard variable rate in particular might want 
to think about re-mortgaging sooner rather than later. 
There is no need to panic, but if you would struggle to 
pay your mortgage were interest rates to rise, then a 
fixed-rate deal makes sense.” 

6. Dust off savings accounts 
Rachel Springall, a finance expert at Moneyfacts. 

co.uk, says: “The challenger banks are still offering 
some of the best rates on the market, so it’s wise for 
savers to consider these more unfamiliar brands.” She 
suggests using apps which help you work out what you 
can afford to save, and adds: “Opening a regular sav¬ 
ings account can also spark the savings habit.” 

7. Spring clean investments 
Ana Cuddeford, investment director at M&G Invest¬ 
ments, says: “While you should always take a long¬ 
term approach to investing, it’s also important not to 
let the dust settle on your portfolio. An annual spring 
clean is a good idea to make sure your money is work¬ 
ing as hard as possible.” 





At 31, Ellie Goulding realises the importance of taking care of yourself 


Boxing is both a physical and mental workout for Ellie and makes her feel ‘empowered’ 


Ellie: 1 make sure I get 45 
minutes of exercise a day' 



Ellie Goulding uses lots of energy on stage but makes sure she exercises regularly even when she is working in the studio 


Pop star ELLIE GOULDING 
talks to Prudence Wade 
about endorphins, haircare 
at the gym, and how boxing 
helps her feel empowered. 


LIKE so many pop stars, Ellie 
Goulding, from Kington, is in ex¬ 
ceptionally good shape. 

However, talking to Goulding about 
fitness, it’s clear she doesn’t just work 
out to look good for the cameras (al¬ 
though that is an undeniable bonus). 

Instead, it’s something she does for her¬ 
self, and the benefits go far deeper than how 
she looks. In fact, Goulding might currently 
be huddled in the studio recording her new 
album, but the Herefordshire-born 31-year- 
old still makes time for the gym. Here, she 
explains why it’s such an important part of 
her life... 

Healthy body, healthy mind 

“Exercise keeps me sane,” says Goulding. 
“It’s good for the soul - it releases endor¬ 
phins and it’s a way of making you feel good 
about yourself.” 

A pop career might be synonymous with 
partying hard, but Goulding recognises the 
importance of taking care of herself. 

“It’s scientifically proven that it’s not 
good for you to not exercise, and I take that 
seriously! Especially when I’m sat in the 
studio, I make sure I get at least 45 minutes 
of exercise a day.” 

Mixing it up 

Any PT worth their salt will stress the 
importance of mixing up your workout rou¬ 
tine. 

If you stick to the same exercises every 
week, your body will plateau and it will be 
more difficult to get results, whereas opt¬ 
ing for a bit of variety means you’re forcing 
your body to work harder, and working a 
greater range. 

This is something Goulding is well aware 
of. When asked what she does if she’s hit¬ 
ting up the gym, she excitedly lists a range 
of exercises she’s into at the moment: “I do 
everything from the stair machine to the el¬ 
liptical, which takes pressure off my knees. 
If I need a real burst of cardio, I go on the 
treadmill, which you can put in dynamic 
mode so you can just push it with your feet, 
then I just do a variety of weights. 

“I’ve picked up the most effective exer¬ 
cises over the years. 

“There’s this one exercise that you can do 
which is full body - hold two weights in your 
hands (don’t go too light or too heavy), put 
them on your shoulders, squat down, lift 
them above your shoulders and then do a 
bicep curl. Keep repeating this and it’s one 
of the most effective full-body exercises you 
can do.” 


Feeling powerful 

If you’ve had a glance at Goulding’s Ins- 
tagram, or seen her in those Pantene ads on 
TV, you’ll already know she’s fond of box¬ 
ing - and she’s frank about why she first got 
into it: “I wanted to have the potential to 
punch a guy in the face if they were threat¬ 
ening me. 

“I think that so much inequality is based 
on the science of a man being physically 
stronger than a woman, and having the 
potential to overpower them if they want 
to. I’d like to quash that in the near future, 
with women being as strong as men. 

“Not that a woman should ever have to 
be in a situation where they’re threatened 
by a man, but unfortunately it happens 
probably once a minute in this country,” 


Goulding continues. 

Of course, she appreciates that boxing 
is an amazing cardio workout too, but it’s 
about the mental benefits too: “Boxing 
makes me feel extremely empowered.” 

Beauty boost 

Exercising regularly can wreak havoc on 
your hair and skin, what with the tight po¬ 
nytails and sweat clogging up your pores - 
but Goulding is convinced it can be a chance 
to boost your beauty regime too. 

“If I wake up in the morning and I go 
straight to the gym without showering, I 
put some oil in the ends of my hair,” 

Goulding says. “While I’m training, it 
doesn’t really matter what my hair looks 
like, so I use that as an opportunity to let oil 
soak into my hair - especially as I’m blonde, 


I need quite a lot of hydration.” 

In terms of skincare, she keeps it pretty 
simple. “I think if you’re taking care of your 
skin in general, then when you’re sweating, 
you’re getting the toxins out - so the gym is 
actually very good for your skin,” she says, 
adding that she does quite like to swipe a 
few cool eucalyptus towels out of the fridge 
at her gym, to de-sweat with while she’s 
working out. 

Ellie Goulding is a Pantene ambassa¬ 
dor. Pantene 3 Minute Miracle Repair & 
Protect Conditioner has the power of a 
deep treatment in the form of a daily con¬ 
ditioner, repairing the look of up to three 
months of damage in just three minutes. 

To find out more, see pantene.co.uk 
























An artist’s impression of the station interior 


Images outline the £286m 
vision for HS2 link station 


NEW images show how Birming¬ 
ham International Station could 
look after a £286 million revamp to 
link up with the HS2 railway line. 

They have been drawn up after 
a £9.27m boost was secured for the 
design process that will help turn 
the station into a fully-integrated 
transport exchange linked to the 
new HS2 Interchange Station in 
Solihull. The Urban Growth Com¬ 
pany (UGC) - set up by Solihull 
Council to ensure maximum ben¬ 
efit from HS2’s arrival - secured 
the Devolution Deal funding from 
the West Midlands Combined Au- 


Report by Simon Penfold 

thority (WMCA) at its investment 
board meeting. 

The funding will allow the UGC 
to appoint consultants to move for¬ 
ward with the technical design of 
the station, and contractors to un¬ 
dertake the work. 

The UGC’s plan is to transform 
the existing station into a mul¬ 
ti-modal transport exchange bring¬ 
ing together existing rail, future 
high speed rail, air, trams, buses, 
rapid transit, private vehicles, 
taxis, bicycles and an automated 


people mover, through seamless 
connections to Birmingham Air¬ 
port and the HS2 Interchange Sta¬ 
tion by 2025. 

The plans form a major part of 
the ambitions for the UK Central 
Hub which is the area of land in 
Solihull near the M42comprising 
Birmingham Airport, the NEC, 
Jaguar Land Rover, Birmingham 
Business Park and Arden Cross, 
which will be home to the HS2 In¬ 
terchange Station from 2026. 

The estimated cost of the entire 
Birmingham International Station 
project is £286m. 



unity urged 
to get most 
out of city's 
2022 Games 

Report by Megan Archer 



A LEADING business commentator has 
called on the region’s councils and cham¬ 
bers of commerce to pull together and max¬ 
imise the economic impact of the coming 
Commonwealth Games. 

Johnathan Dudley, regional managing partner at 
national audit, tax and advisory firm Crowe Clark 
Whitehill, said there was a huge opportunity for the 
region to come together behind a Greater Birming¬ 
ham brand. 

He added that around the world the name Birmingham 
was ‘broadly known’ and would be¬ 
come more widely recognised as the 
Commonwealth Games approached in 
2022 . 

Johnathan said: “The lead-up to 
the Commonwealth Games comes at 
a time when Greater Birmingham as 
a whole is benefitting from HS2, the 
relocation of HSBC’s retail banking 
services and the decision to locate one 
of HMRC’s new hubs in the city. 

“And if Channel 4 opts to relocate 
to the city and Peaky Blinders creator 
Johnathan Dudley Steven Knight succeeds in his plan for 
a giant six stage film and TV studio 
complex close to the NEC, the region will also become a 
magnet for the media and creative industries.” 

He added that Birmingham was emerging as the world 
class city it ought to be and once was. 

He said: “In our region we make globally respected cars, 
engines, power cells and components for others. We make 
fabulous jewellery and other clever tech components too 
that so often hide under the radar.” 

He pointed to the strength of the region’s universities 
and encouraged them to continue to collaborate to bring 
West Midlands businesses to the forefront of global com¬ 
merce and industry. 

The businessman added: “The commercial opportunities 
for businesses across the wider West Midlands region are 
obvious. 

“But to make the greatest impact on the world stage over 
the next four years, I feel that coming together under the 
‘Greater Birmingham’ brand offers us the best means of 
maximising such opportunities. It is time to unite as a re¬ 
gion, put aside what divides us by minor geography in what 
is a global economy and use the Commonwealth Games as 
a springboard for ‘Greater Birmingham’ to lead the tech¬ 
nological revolution from the front.” 


Investigation after man 
stabbed at busy route 

AN INVESTIGATION is under way after a man was 
stabbed in broad daylight on a busy city road over the Bank 
Holiday weekend. The victim was stabbed in the leg on 
Pershore Road, Birmingham, at around 3.30pm on Satur¬ 
day. The 21-year-old was rushed to hospital by paramedics. 
However police officers have said his injury is not believed 
to be life-threatening. 

Anyone with information about the stabbing is asked to 
call West Midlands Police on 101, quoting incident refer¬ 
ence number 20BW/99625W/18. 

Alternatively, information can be passed on to Crimes- 
toppers anonymously on 0800 555111. 

People can also give information online via www.crime- 
stoppers-uk.org. 






UP TO 30% OFF 


Our Spring Sale is here, so you can give your 
existing kitchen a fresh new Smiley makeover at 
a fraction of the cost. 




• No need to empty cupboards • No mess, no fuss 

• Most kitchens completed in just one day 

• Laminate, Solid Wood or Painted Doors 

• All doors made to measure • FREE design service 
> Call for a FREE quotation 




ASK ABOUT 
QUICK-TOPS... 

Why replace your 
worktops when this 
unique quartz overlay 
simply fits over your 
existing surface. 


rQuick-Tops I 

By Smiley Kitchens I 


Just look at these amazing benefits: 

HYGIENIC - an almost perfectly smooth 
surface leaves nowhere for germs to hide. 

EASY TO CARE FOR - a quick wipe with 
a neutral cleaner is all you need. 

DURABLE - scratch resistant and more than 
tough enough to withstand everyday knocks and scratches. 
TIMELESS - there is something about stone that means it never 
goes out of fashion. 

EASILY INSTALLED - in less than a day with no mess. 
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Kitchen Transformations 


Your kitcUeh is jurt a caJf cn.u>caj... 

0121 285 2157 

www.smileykitchens.com 

Lines Open: Mon - Sat 9.00am till 6.00pm • Sun 10.00am till 4.00pm. 

Over 30 years experience. Family run business. 


0 

BRITISH 

MADE 
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14 LOCAL ELECTIONS 


SANDWELL 


What happened: Labour strength¬ 
ened its already water-tight grip, gain¬ 
ing four seats. 

Political make-up: Labour control 
(Lab - 70; Indep - 2) 

Turnout: 27.5 per cent 

Abbey (Lab hold) 

Michael Allen (Green) - 391 
Richard Kemp (Cons) - 411 
Bob Piper (Lab)* - 2,223 
Blackheath (Lab hold) 

Bob Dunn (Cons) - 984 
Danny Millard (Lab)* - 1,079 
Aldo Mussi (Green) - 100 

Bristnall (Lab hold) 

Shirley Ching (Cons) - 696 
John Macefield (Green) - 341 
Rajbir Singh (Lab) -1,342 

Charlemont and Grove Vale 
(Lab hold) 

Sam Harding (For Britain) -135 
Graham Nock (UKIP) - 115 
Sue Phillips (Lab)* - 1,335 
Lee Williams (Cons) - 1,027 

Cradley Heath and Old Hill 
(Lab hold) 

Paul Connor (Green) - 
Robert Johns (Lib Dem) 

Balhar Singh (Cons) 

Julie Webb (Lab)* 

Friar Park (Lab hold) 

Simon Hackett (Lab)* - 1,445 
Keith Lawley (Cons) - 351 
Colin Rankine (Yeshua) - 74 

Great Barr with Yew Tree 
(Lab hold) 

David Fisher (Indep) - 244 
Darryl Magher (For Britain) - 258 
Steve Melia (Lab)* -1,700 
Suki Nandra (Cons) - 641 
Daniela Waugh Hroncova - 73 

Great Bridge (Lab hold) 

Stuart Bate (Cons) - 586 
Joanne Hadley (Lab)* - 1,229 



Ex-cllr Mahboob Hussain 


Greets Green and Lyng 
(two seats - Lab gain; Lab hold) 

Elizabeth Brown (Cons) - 500 
Frederic Lacroix (Green) - 149 
Iqbal Padda (Lab) - 1,951 
Jackie Taylor (Lab)* - 1,673 
Judith Willetts (Cons) - 336 

Hateley Heath (Lab hold) 

Paul Kearns (Cons) - 506 
Paul Moore (Lab)* - 1,932 

Langley (Lab hold) 

Bill Gavan (Lab)*-1,394 
Stephen Gilbert (Cons) - 570 
Robert Taberner (Green) -161 

Newton (Lab hold) 

Keith Allcock (Lab)* - 1,581 
Steve Latham (For Britain) - 256 
Robert Willetts (Cons) - 667 

Old Warley (Lab hold) 

Bryan Manley-Green (Lib Dem) -183 
John McHard (Cons) -810 
Steve Trow (Lab)* - 1,521 

Oldbury (Lab hold) 

Mushtaq Hussain (Lab)* - 1,908 
Keith Vaughan (Cons) - 662 
Jody Waugh (Green) - 224 

Princes End (Lab gain) 

Jenny Chidley (Lab) - 733 


James Marsh (Indep) - 267 
Steve Simcox (Cons) - 503 

Rowley (Lab hold) 

Susan O’Dell (Green) - 163 
Satpal Singh (Cons) - 663 
Chris Tranter (Lab)* -1,193 

Smethwick (Lab hold) 

WasimAli (Lab)*-2,095 
Stephanie Buckman (Green) -271 
Colin Clark (Cons) - 562 

Soho and Victoria (Lab hold) 

Robert Buckman (Green) - 241 
Daniel Mathias (Cons) - 352 
Mohammad Rouf (Lab)* - 2,889 

St Paul’s (two seats - 
Lab hold; Lab gain 

Samiya Akhter (Lab) - 2,682 
Babu Bawa (Lab)* - 2,580 
Narinder Garcha (Cons) - 526 
Sakhawat Hussain (Cons) - 550 
Fabienne Ottridge (Green) -166 

Tipton Green (Lab hold) 

Donald Griffiths (Cons) - 867 
Yaseen Hussain (Lab)* -1,858 

Tividale (Lab hold) 

Sandra Hevican (Lab)* - 1,137 
John Stockall (Cons) - 637 
Keir Williams (Green) - 226 

Wednesbury North (Lab hold) 

Scott Chapman (Cons) - 657 
Luke Giles (Lab)* - 1,372 
Mark Redding (Green) - 120 

Wednesbury South (Lab hold) 

Bob Lloyd (Lab)*-1,566 
Michael Middleton (Cons) - 807 

West Bromwich Central 
(Lab hold) 

Ryan Ottridge (Green) - 176 
Mohinder Singh Tagger (Lab)* - 
2,124 

Pauline Williams (Cons) - 626 

* denotes standing councillor 
prior to the election 


Labour success 
as majority grows 


4 * 

9 ^ "t" 


Labour’s Luke Giles held Wednesbury North 


THERE were winners and 
losers in the local elections 
across the Black Country, 
with Sandwell resolutely red, 
as Labour strengthened its 
grip on the council. 

Meanwhile, Walsall and Dudley 
were left with no overall control, 
although the Tories increased 
their seats. 

UKIP was wiped out on the night at 
the polls last Thursday, with the party 
now having just one councillor remain¬ 
ing on a Black Country local authority. 

Wolverhampton remains another 
Labour stronghold with more seats 
coming through to increase the red 
majority. 

Twenty-six seats were up for elec¬ 
tion in Sandwell, and all of them were 
held by Labour, taking the party to 70 
seats. 

It means the only opposition 
in Sandwell now comes from two 
independent councillors. 

Sandwell council leader Steve Eling 
hailed a ‘really good result for Labour 
and said: “It is a clear vindication of 
our agenda and the policies that we 
are offering to the people of Sandwell - 
policies that we are already delivering 
and that they can trust us to deliver.” 

The result in Walsall means the 
Tories are set to return to power with 
a minority administration. 

They won five seats - giving the 
party 30 overall out of 60 council seats 
- leaving them just one short of an 
overall majority. 

The Conservatives made gains from 
UKIP, who lost all three of their coun¬ 
cillors in the borough. 



Asha Mattu celebrates with her children 


Labour lost two of their seats taking 
them down to 26 councillors. 

The party has been running the 
council as a minority administra¬ 
tion under leader Sean Coughlan, 
but beaming Tory group leader Mike 
Bird said he was looking forward to 


returning to the box seat. “It’s good to 
be back,” he said. 

“I am very pleased, I think it’s been 
an exceptional night for the Conserva¬ 
tive Party in Walsall and that’s down 
to the hard work and effort that every¬ 
one has put in. 

“The Brexit vote has had some 
effect here but the real effect is that 
people are disenchanted with two 
years of Labour.” 

The story of the night in Wolver¬ 
hampton was Asha Mattu, the widow 
of the late mayor councillor Elias 
Mattu, successfully winning his seat 
in Graiseley. 

Mr Mattu died in February at the 
age of 59 following an illness. 

He had been councillor for Graiseley 
for almost 18 years. 




352 Londonderry Road, 
Oldbury B68 9NB 

0121 544 9280 


Specialise in 

• Cakes for all occasions including 
B<rtkday Cakes; Wedding Cakes 


• Baby Slower Cakes 

• Waffles 

• Stick Waffles 

• Crepe Cones 

• Chocolate Fountain 

• Ice-creanS 

• Milk Shakes 

• Coffee Machine 

• Slusk Machine 

• Satnosas 

• Pakoras 

• Ctale (Culcta 



All Your Catering Needs Under One Roof 











Play tribute to Baggies 
Jeff ready for kick-off 



At the Astle Gates, from left, Tony Brown, playwright Mike Howl, Ally Robertson and Dennis Clarke 


THREE former West Brom 
stars have reunited ahead 
of a play based on the life of 
Jeff Astle. 

Tony Brown, Ally Robertson 
and Dennis Clarke met up at the 
Hawthorns on Thursday to dis¬ 
cuss their memories of the former 
Baggies number nine. 

The trio were interviewed by Mike 
Howl, a professional playwright and 
director who is putting together The 


Jeff Astle Story, which he describes 
as “a a tribute to Jeff, his life and his 
career.” 

The play will be performed at Bir¬ 
mingham’s Crescent Theatre in Brin- 
dleyplace from May 24 to 27. 

Mike said: “Some of their stories are 
very, very funny. I was there 50 years 
ago when Jeff scored in the FA Cup 
final and making the play is bringing 
all the memories back.” 

The much-loved forward scored 174 
goals in 361 games for the club - in¬ 
cluding the winning goal at Wembley 


against Everton. All proceeds from 
the production will go to the Jeff Astle 
Foundation, set up by his daughter 
Dawn to help people with head injuries 
resulting from playing sport. 

Mike said: “We’ve got just under 
three weeks to go and the rehearsals 
have gone well. The actors feel privi¬ 
leged, it’s very special for them. I was 
there 50 years ago when Jeff scored in 
the FA Cup final. 

“If someone had said to me then 
that I would be writing a play on him 
then I wouldn’t have believed them.” 


Most ads are 
legal, decent, 
honest and 
truthful. 

In 2016, the ASA 
removed 4,824 that weren’t. 



ASA.org.uk Advertising Standards Authority 
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*Plant pot sold separately. All products subject to availability. Please check your store in advance to avoid disappointment. Online delivery 
charges may apply. 



Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory 


Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 

V Suitable for any room and environment 
^ Light control in all situations 

✓ Huge selection of fabrics 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market 


Don’t be blinded by 
sunlight this summer... 








www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available 
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Regenerate your skin with 
the latest Divine techniques 



Part of the interior of the premises at Divine Dentistry 


Commercial feature 

Are you ready to reduce wrinkles and 
have healthier skin? 

Thanks to advances in regenerative 
medicine, it is now possible to use your 
own body to regenerate itself by means 
of the platelets found in your blood 
plasma which, for example, heal your 
wounds. 

And Divine Dentistry in West 
Bromwich will be offering this service 
for its clients. 

But, what are the benefits? 

□ 100 per cent Autologous (i.e. you 
provide and receive your own growth 
factors) 

0 No external additives 

□ Increased skin consistency 

0 Wrinkle reduction 

0 Higher hydration and freshness 
sensation in the face 

□ Increased brightness and 
luminosity 

□ No facial expression changes 

□ Bio-stimulation of the areas treated 

□ Compatible with other aesthetic 
treatments 

How does it work? 

Via a small amount of your own blood, 
we are able to safely isolate the plasma 
containing proteins which speed up 
tissue regeneration and help the body’s 
natural repair mechanisms. 

Is the treatment safe? 

Yes - PRGF Endoret is the only 
technology which holds the European 
CE and American FDA approvals for 
a variety of medical uses such as 
facial rejuvenation. It has been widely 
acclaimed in a number of international 


articles. How is the treatment applied 
and will it hurt? 

PRGF®-Endoret® is administered by 
“Mesotherapy”, which is a minimally 
invasive treatment involving micro¬ 
injections being delivered directly into 
the mesoderm (middle layer of skin). 

How long does the process take? 

The effects of PRGF®-Endoret® 
microinjections are progressive and 
begin to be evident after 24 hours from 
the first application, with an increase of 


the smoothness and brightness of the 
skin with each new session. 

Treatment is recommended over 
three sessions in the first three months: 

□ Free of Charge Consultation 

□ Session 1 - Therapeutic Process 

□ Session 2 - Therapeutic Process 

□ Session 3 - Therapeutic Process 
For a free conultation ring 0121 500 

6104. Divine Dentistry is based at 1-5, 
Victoria Street, West Bromwich, B70 
8ET. 


Queen Vic to be spick 
and span in city square 


AN iconic royal statue in Bir¬ 
mingham is having a makeo¬ 
ver. 

Scaffolding has been erected 
around the Queen Victoria stat¬ 
ue in the city’s Victoria Square to 
allow her Highness to be cleaned, 
but not too much to lose her green 
hue. 

The clean-up project marks the Bir¬ 
mingham Civic Society’s centenary 
celebrations. 

The statue is cared for by Birming¬ 
ham Museums Trust on behalf of Bir¬ 
mingham City Council. 

It has stood in the city centre since 
1901 when it was unveiled just 12 days 
before Queen Victoria’s death. 

Originally created in marble by 
Thomas Brock, the statue was recast 
in bronze by William Bloye in 1951. 

Pedestal 

The artwork now requires conser¬ 
vation work to clean and maintain the 
statue and its pedestal. 

The work will not remove green 
patina which has formed on the statue 
over time, Birmingham Museums say. 

Conservation specialist Ian Clark 
Restoration will undertake the 
clean-up work, which is expected to be 
completed during the week commenc¬ 
ing May 14. 

Rob Lewis, collections care manager 
at Birmingham Museums Trust, said: 
“We are pleased to oversee the conser¬ 
vation plans as part of the Civic So¬ 
ciety’s centenary celebrations so the 
statue can continue to play an impor¬ 
tant part in the city’s history. 

“Public art links the city’s past to its 
present, and the Queen Victoria statue 
is an important Birmingham artwork 
that stands proudly in one of the busi¬ 
est parts of the city.” 



The iconic Queen Victoria figure 


AN entertainment venue in the region 
has increased its capacity by adding 
more than 200 extra seats. 

The Forest Arts Centre, in Walsall, 
has installed 220 new seats, taking its 
capacity from 500 to 720. 

The venue also boasts cutting edge 
lighting, digital sound equipment and 
live video projection systems across 
three screens. 

Neil Johnson, the venue’s manager, 



A close-up of the royal crown 


said: “We are absolutely delighted to 
be opening our doors to increased ca¬ 
pacity inside the arena. 

“The A3 has gone from strength 
to strength in a very short period of 
time and not only has a loyal following 
in the borough but has made quite a 
splash in the region and wider.” 

Mr Johnson hopes the increased ca¬ 
pacity will help the venue continue to 
attract big name acts. 


Growing Forest arts venue 



Worldwide 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 






Discover the 
of Europe 


— 

■iKl'Ctwni 


EXCLUSIVE 
READER OFFER! 
SAVE £20pp 
on all tours. 

Offer Code: READ 


Enjoy one of our fully escorted touring holidays 
travelling by luxury coach. 

✓ Holidays from only £259pp 

✓ Luxury coaches with extra legroom 

✓ £50pp low deposit 

/ FREE brochure - order now! ® AB TA J iT:jL 


Locai joining points: Birmingham, Walsall, Cannock* Wolverhampton 


Call 01 r 09 385 526 (Quote: RP32) www.leger.co.uk 

Terms & conditions apply. *Supplements may apply. 


with 


PRGF® - Endoret® 


The ability of PRGF - Endoret to activate tissue 
regeneration can counteract degenerative 
changes in the skin from the third decade of life, 
improving the tone and skin elasticity 

▼ 

Production of your own 
Hyaluronic acid 

It stimulates the natural production of 
hyaluronic acid by our cells themselves 
avoiding treatments with hyaluronic acid 
with bacterial or animal origin 


Increased consistency 

The PRGF - Endoret promotes the increased 
secretion of collagen and elastin. This 
generates a greater consistency, firmness and 
reduced sagging in the skin of the patient. 


\ 




- 


- 

Hydration 

PRGF - Endoret ensures a high 
level of skin hydration compared 
to levels obtained with other 
cosmetic treatments as it has 
been proven in clinical trials. 


Wrinkle reduction 

The filller effect got through 
the use of PRGF - Endoret 
technology attenuates the 
wrinkles in the infiltrated areas. 
The facial expression lines lose 
their depth similar to the way 
they do on the treatments with 
hyaluronic acid. 


Skin luminosity 

PRGF - Endoret makes skin 
recover the lost luminosity over 
the years. Patients that have 
gone through this innovative 
treatment achieve a higher 
lustre of their skin 


Asden House, 1-5 Victoria Street, 

West Bromwich B70 8ET 

Telephone: 0121 500 6104/07720 902647 

www.divinedentistry.co.uk 
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Free car park fight lost over metro fears 


A CAMPAIGN to remove charges on 
a council car park has been defeated 
over fears it would lead to it being 
abused by workers and commuters on 
the metro line. 

Sandwell Council was asked to con¬ 
sider making its car park on Albert 
Street, Wednesbury, free of charge, 
in order to help solve issues with 
parking in the area but bosses said it 
could lead to a lack of spaces for peo¬ 


ple visiting the town hall. Residents 
also complained that lorries parking 
at the roadside were taking up too 
much space but the council has said it 
cannot take action to ban HGVs from 
parking on the road. 

Removal 

A petition supporting the move was 
signed by 54 people. 


But a council decision stated: “The 
removal of parking charges on the 
car park would result in people from 
nearby businesses and metro users 
parking on the car park for long peri¬ 
ods of time during the day. 

“This is likely to inconvenience vis¬ 
itors to Wednesbury Town Hall and 
the police station as it would result in 
them finding parking options further 
away.” 


RBS to axe hundreds of 
jobs in branch closures 



The RBS branch in Lichfield Street, Walsall will close its doors in August 


A FRESH wave of closures 
will almost wipe out the Roy¬ 
al Bank of Scotland across 
the Black Country and Staf¬ 
fordshire. 

Branches in Walsall, Stafford 
and Kidderminster are among 162 
in England and Wales that will 
start shutting in August, with the 
loss of nearly 800 jobs. 

Outlets in Telford, Shrewsbury, 
Edgbaston and Sutton Coldfield are to 
go as well, leaving just Wolverhampton 
and Birmingham city centre with RBS 
branches. The move will close more 
than half of the RBS branches south of 
the Scottish border, leaving just 105. 

The lender, still 72 per cent owned 
by the taxpayer, said the move was 
linked to it not having to sell its Wil¬ 
liams & Glyn business. 

As a result, the group has branches 
close to each other - including its Nat- 
West banks - and is seeking to reduce 
overlap. 

Voluntary 

Natwest has many more sites in 
England and Wales - 650, including 
local branches at Wolverhampton, 
Fordhouses, Bilston, Wednesfield, 
Dudley, Merry Hill, Kingswinford, 
Walsall, Aldridge, West Bromwich, 
Cannock and two in Stafford. 

RBS said: “Following a review of the 
branch network in England and Wales 
a decision has been taken to close 162 
Royal Bank of Scotland branches. 

“As a result of this process, around 
792 roles will be made redundant, and 
we will seek to support our colleagues 


with the option to leave on a voluntary 
basis.” 

It comes less than six months since 
the last round of RBS closures was 
announced, shutting 259 of its 1,003 
branches - 62 Royal Bank of Scotland 
and 197 NatWest. RBS had been told 
to sell off its Williams & Glyn business 
to meet state aid rules following its 
£45 billion Government bailout at the 
height of the financial crisis. But RBS 
could never find a buyer and is now 
folding it back into its core business. 

An RBS spokesman said: “We are no 
longer launching Williams & Glyn as a 
challenger bank, and we now have two 
branch networks operating in close 
proximity to each other; NatWest and 
Royal Bank of Scotland, in England 
and Wales. 


“As a result we have had to review 
our overall branch footprint in Eng¬ 
land and Wales and we’ve made the 
difficult decision to close a number of 
Royal Bank of Scotland branches. 

“Customers of Royal Bank of Scot¬ 
land in England and Wales will be able 
to use NatWest branches instead for 
their everyday banking needs.” 

The chairman of the Federation of 
Small Businesses (FSB), Staffordshire 
businessman Mike Cherry, said: “It’s 
thoroughly disappointing to see RBS 
using the failed sale of Williams & 
Glyn as an excuse to further decimate 
the UK’s bank branch network. 

“This fresh round of closures will 
hurt high streets all over the country 
at a time when thousands of small 
firms are already struggling.” 


HALF PRICE 

SUBSCRIPTION OFFER 
JUST £2.00 PER MONTH (INC. P&P) 



To subscribe call our free customer 
care hotline on 0800 146 540 


Overseas 12-month gift subscriptions are available from: Europe £73.56, 
rest of the world £110.76 (Includes P&P, Direct Debit or Pre-payment) 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

MAGAZINE 


Advertising Feature 

NEW holiday camp launch 
at West Bromwich LC 


Here at West Bromwich Leisure 
Centre we understand the 
importance of children being 
active during the school holidays. 
Run by our experienced and 
fully qualified team, our camp 
aims to engage children through 
Multi Sports and Arts and Crafts, 
allowing them to learn skills 
while making friends in a fun 
environment. 

Launching during May’s school 
holiday (28th May -1 st June), our 
new camp will run every school 
holiday hereafter from 8.30am 
- 5.30pm (excluding weekends 
and bank holidays). 




Suitable for children aged 5 
years up to the age of 12 years 
and priced at £20 per child per 
day, our camp offers affordable 
activities that are bound to keep 
your children both happy and 
healthy. 

To book, please visit our website 
www.placesforpeopleleisure. 
org/centres/west-bromwich- 
leisure-centre, give us a call on 
0121 580 6430 or pop in and 
see us and speak to our team. 
Spaces are limited to 36 children 
per day so we strongly advise 
booking spaces in advance. 


k Built and operated by Places for People Leisure iLtd in ^ 
I partnership with Sandwell Council 


#schoolsout 


! Sandwell 




"Fun with friends." 


NEW holiday camp for children aged 5 -12 years 


Includes a range of sports and arts and crafts activities 


www.placesforpeopleleisure.org * 


West Bromwich Leisure Centre 

0121 580 6430 


J places,-' 
“ ^people 




T's and C's apply. Spaces are 
limited to availability. Payment 
is required on booking. 

Book online via our website or give us a call 
Whatever place you're into 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 10, 2018 

























Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 10, 2018 


18 


Girl hides to flee 
thugs with bats 



A CCTV image shows the girl hiding 

THIS is the terrifying moment a schoolgirl hides 
behind a garden wall to escape a gang of thugs 
armed with baseball bats. Shocking CCTV foot¬ 
age has been released by police in a bid to trace 
the group after a boy was attacked in Tipton. 

A group of men, some appearing in the police 
footage wearing hoods and carrying bats, can be 
seen hunting for the girl after the teenage boy 
was left seriously injured. 

The 15-year-old girl, who had been with the 
injured boy, is shown clambering over the wall 
after she was set upon by the group. 

The gang appear to be searching for the girl as 
she remains hidden. Once the gang have disap¬ 
peared she is able to sneak away from her hiding 
spot near to Aaron Manby Court. 

The teenage boy was taken to hospital for 
treatment after the attack on February 12 at 
around 9.30pm. 

Police say an investigation is ongoing to trace 
the thugs, who are reportedly aged in their 20s, 
and have appealed for anyone who can help to 
call the police. 


Still time to sign up for 
swimming at centres 

PLACES are available on a raft of swimming 
courses this summer. 

Sandwell Leisure Trust’s Swim Academy is 
open to people of all levels across the borough. 

People can join sessions are held leisures cen¬ 
tres in Wednesbury, Langley, Haden Hill, Tip- 
ton, Smethwick and Portway Lifestyle Centre. 

To find out more see www.slt-leisure.co.uk/ 
callback/swimming or call 0300 012 0121. 


FOCUS ON TIPTON 


Panesar's food for thought 
with latest recycling solution 


WASTE management group Biffa has come 
up with an innovative approach to help a Tip- 
ton food manufacturer reduce its environ¬ 
mental footprint, while still cutting costs. 

Panesar Foods, based in Cliff Drive, is a leading 
manufacturer of cooking sauces and condiments 
in three West Midland factories. Many of these are 
‘white label’ products, rebranded by marketers. 


This means the products 
are manufactured to the ex¬ 
acting standards of the UK’s 
leading supermarket chains. 

Panesar’s own brands 
include Indi Grand, Mexi- 
Grande, Golden Tiger, 
Global Choice and Spice 
Magic. The company was 
previously putting the vast 
majority of its waste into a 
general waste compactor. 

This included jarred prod¬ 
ucts that had not passed the 
company’s stringent safety 
and contamination testing 
procedures. 

However, with the high 
cost of general waste dis¬ 
posal and the potential for 
recycling of glass, Biffa pre¬ 
sented Panesar with a more 
environmentally friendly 
and cost-effective solution. 

Biffa’s dedicated account 
manager looked into a 
number of options, among 
them a trial which involved 
sending the waste to an 


By Simon Penfold 


anaerobic digestion (AD) 
facility where it could be 
transformed into useful en¬ 
ergy while reducing the cost. 

As AD facilities can only 
process food waste rather 
than glass or metal, the 
waste needed to be sieved to 
remove any glass or metal 
lids. 

However, once separated, 
the glass and metal waste 
could also itself be sepa¬ 
rately recycled, 

Following the success of 
the trial, this approach is 
now being adopted compa¬ 
ny-wide, drastically reduc¬ 
ing the quantity of waste 
being sent to landfill from 
Panesar’s facilities. 

Panesar Foods director 
Jas Panesar said: “We are a 
major employer in the area 
and have a long-standing 
partnership with Biffa.” 



Alexia Bates, aged 16, from Tipton, who took part in Miss Diamond UK 


Alexia adds 
some sparkle 
to pageant 

A TEENAGER was flying the flag 
for the Black Country at the week¬ 
end, as she took part in a beauty 
pageant. 

Alexia Bates, aged 16, from Tip- 
ton, was a contestant in the Miss Di¬ 
amond UK pageant in Bournemouth 
on Saturday, representing the West 
Midlands in the Miss Teen Diamond 
category. 

Alexia, who is currently studying 
A-level dance at Birmingham Orm- 
iston Academy, also recently was 
selected out of thousands of dancers 
to take part in the Commonwealth 
Games Handover Ceremony - danc¬ 
ing live on TV. 

All first place winners will head to 
Las Vegas in July to compete in the 
international finals. But that would 
be nothing new as Alexia won a pag¬ 
eant in Orlando, Florida when she 
was 12. 

Alexia has been successfully com¬ 
peting in beauty pageants since 
she was nine - but this is her first 
pageant in 18 months after she 
took time off to study for her GCSE 
exams. 



Cleanest pets 
in Tipton! 


WE OFFER A 
FRIENDLY & CARING SERVICE. 

DOGS ARE OUR PASSION, WE CARE FOR 
ALL KINDS OF DOGS 
• YOUNG • OLD 
• DOGS WITH DISABILITIES 

>. SCRUFFY PUPZ g 

Dog Grooming Parlour and Pet Supplies v 


129 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JE 
0121 522 3332 | 07964 220937 
Open Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 


BROADCAST YOUR BUSINESS 


1. PRE-PRODUCTION 
PLANNING 


4. POST PRODUCTION 


2. ON-LOCATION RECORDING 5 WIDE0 ADVERTISING 


3. AUDIO PRODUCTION 
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Source: www.mnadigital.co.uk/video-advertising 
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7 x Golden Charter 

Funeral Planner £ 
of the Year 

(West Mids. & N. Wales) 


Walters 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
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UNICORN 

Nursery 

>rnnursery.co.uk / 


TIPTON 

131 High Street 
Princes End 


www. u n icorn n u rsery. 

© FREE 30 hours a week for 3-4 year olds 

© FREE 15 hours a week for 2 year olds 

© Use your free hours flexibly, to suit you! 

© We have 1 adult to 8 children (for schools it's 1 to 13) 
so we can give your child that much more personal 
attention that they need to progress. 

© Our setting is devoted to Early Years education, with 
dedicated teachers providing a great curriculum. 

We don't just manage young children; we teach them. 

Available places 0-5 year olds, all meals included. 
Simply drop in (DY4 9JE) e-mail info@unicornnursery.co.uk or 
telephone 0121 557 0011 for more details, costs, etc. 


Ofsted 


SE UNICORN! 


A family owned and run company providing five generations of quality care since 1850. 
Multi-Award Winning Funeral Director I Featured at the 'Black Country Living Museum' 


TIPTON - 85 Dudley Rd. 

t: 0121 557 1347 


SEDGLEY - 21 Bilston St. 

t: 01902 885339 


BILSTON - 153-159 Dudley St. 

t: 01902 495384 


Upholding family values for over 165 years - 
'Allow Our family to care for Yours' 

waltersfunerals.co.uk 


































Les Mis coup leads 
new Hippo season 



One of the dramatic scenes from Les Miserables 



Cameron Mackintosh’s production is back in Brum 


A SENSATIONAL spring 
season awaits theatre 
lovers at the Birmingham 
Hippodrome - the only 
catch is having to wait un¬ 
til early next year to enjoy 
the top shows. 

The city’s theatre has re¬ 
leased full details of which 
performances are set to be 
released in spring 2019, with 
the exciting first tour of Kinky 
Boots, Gary Barlow and Tim 
Firth’s award-winning Calendar 
Girls, and Matthew Bourne’s 
staging of the classic Swan 
Lake only a small slice of the 
line up. 

But the most hotly-anticipated 
performance can only be the return 
of Cameron Mackintosh’s breath¬ 
taking Les Miserables, which is set 
to stun West Midlands theatre-go¬ 
ers in June 2019. 

Worldwide 

It’s been nearly a decade since 
the last sell-out UK tour of the 
Broadway production. 

The famous musical features 
songs I Dreamed a Dream, On My 
Own, Bring Him Home, One Day 
More, Master Of The House and 
many more and has been seen 
by more than 120 million people 
worldwide. 

Tickets go on sale to the gen¬ 
eral public on Thursday, June 21, 
at 11am, and Hippodrome bosses 
urge fans to be quick and snap 



Tim Firth and Gary Barlow’s Calendar Girls 


them up at their earliest opportu¬ 
nity. But even if tickets do sell out, 
there are plenty of other shows for 
theatre fans - including award-win¬ 
ning stage play The Full Monty and 
Taj Express featuring songs from 
hit film Slumdog Millionaire. 

Fiona Allan, artistic director and 
chief executive of Birmingham Hip¬ 
podrome, said the new announce¬ 
ments followed an already incredi¬ 
ble year for the theatre. 

She said: “Either side of our 
summer blockbuster Matilda are 
some musicals never before seen 


at the Hippodrome. The premiere 
season of An Officer and a Gentle¬ 
men will take you back to the 80s, 
whilst the award-winning Titanic 
The Musical, on its first regional 
voyage in the UK, tells the famous 
story from the perspective of real 
travellers. 

“Taj Express is Bollywood at its 
best - crazy, colourful and high en¬ 
ergy, featuring songs of Slumdog 
Millionaire’s AR Rahman. 

“I didn’t realise I knew so many 
until I saw this show in London last 
year. Meanwhile, our Patrick Studio 
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The cast of Kinky Boots, seen in their amazing colourful garb 


programme continues to expand, 
and offers everyone a chance to 
try something different. 

“Our increased investment in 
smaller-scale dance and move¬ 
ment, theatre, family-friendly 
shows and more means the Pat¬ 
rick Studio is rapidly becoming the 
space to experience edgy and al¬ 
ternative live performance. 

“And, of course, all of the sup¬ 
port we receive - from ticket sales, 
donations and memberships to 
room hire and ice-cream sales - 
helps to fund the work of Hippo¬ 


drome Projects. This includes all 
of our own curated and commis¬ 
sioned programme of indoor and 
outdoor performance, community 
work and transformational learning 
projects, helping to ensure that we 
can continue to bring even more 
unforgettable live experiences to 
audiences across the West Mid¬ 
lands and beyond.” 

While tickets for Les Miserables 
go on sale next month, tickets for 
all other spring 2019 shows can be 
bought now. Visit birminghamhip- 
podrome.com for full details. 



Academy 

_ — --«-■ L__ 


Transforming Learning, Transforming Lives 


Sixth Form 

Stand out from rest, join us 


Places still available for September 2018 

We NOW offer a range of 
A Levels and Vocational Qualifications 


DISTINCTION 


dlrfctul ^ °) £3000 gqSbD QsxsxD 

Check out our website for further details about our courses and to 
download an application form 

www. rsaacademy.org/sixth~form 



lnfo@rsaacademy.org 


(€) 0121 556 1351 


www.rsaacademy.org 
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20 Homes & Gardens 


Discover the 
wonder of 
the garden 
window box 



WINDOW boxes can bring a touch of 
glamour to any window sill and provide 
everyone with the opportunity of growing 
flowers, veg and herbs outdoors, without 
the need for a garden. 

When planting up your window box, there are 
a few things you need to bear in mind. A win¬ 
dow-box looks best if it fits as exactly as possible 
to the size of the window and whatever type or 
style you use, make sure it is securely anchored. 

Ensure your container has drainage holes, and the 
same goes for any plastic liner you are using (impor¬ 
tant for wooden window boxes as liners protect against 
rotting or warping due to prolonged contact with wet 
soil). 

Plants will use up the limited nutrients in compost 
quite quickly, so mix slow-release fertiliser granules 
into the compost when planting - this will gradually 
release nutrients throughout the growing season for a 
brilliant display. 

Make sure that your window boxes are easily acces¬ 
sible from either side. 

They will need frequent watering and tending, es¬ 
pecially in the summer months, so it’s important they 
are easy to reach. 

To stop your window boxes drying out quickly, water 
them regularly and consider incorporating water-re¬ 
taining gel into your planting medium. 

Boxes that seem to be overflowing with flowers pro¬ 
vide a more beautiful and natural look so go for cas¬ 
cading plants to soften edges, and plant flowers close 
together so that they appear to be bursting with foli¬ 
age. 

Lush 

For a suitably lush effect you need plenty of leaf so 
include at least one good foliage variety in each plant 
mix. 

Annuals and tender perennials such as sun loving 
petunias, lobelia, fragrant nicotiana and night scented 
stocks usually grow for a year before being discarded 
so they don’t require much root space. 

Half-hardy perennials, such as geraniums, are per¬ 
fectly at home growing in containers and, if you dead¬ 
head regularly, they’ll provide continuous blooms for 
months. 

If your kitchen window box is in the sun, then you 
can grow a variety of edible plants such as dwarf toma¬ 
toes, lettuce and peppers, as well as herbs like thyme, 
chives, parsley, and sage. 

Many of us will have some, if not all, windowsills 
that are in shade for the best part of the day so shade 
lovers such as ivy, hart’s tongue and ferns are a good 
choice. 

The beauty of window boxes is that with a mixture 
of perennial and annual plants you can have a seasonal 
makeover to keep everything looking fresh. 

Summer planting can include french marigolds, be¬ 
gonias, busy lizzies, and fuschias with trailing sweet 
peas or lobelia. 

For winter selections try combining dwarf skimmia 
japonica, hellebores, cyclamen and winter heather. 

If pots and containers are just part of your outside 
space then here are some gardening tips for this month 
from the RHS (Royal Horticultural Society)... 

• Plant out seedlings and young plants 

• Watering and weeding 

• Start spraying roses to stop black spot and mildew 

• Fast growing hedges will need a trim 

• Plant hanging baskets and containers 

• Plant salad leaves seeds 

• Tie up climbers 

• Feed spring bulbs for next year 

• Plant out tomatoes 

• Mow the lawn 

Sara Milne 

The Potted Garden 


Green energy is ‘helping to set new records’ 





Wind power is being used more to generate electricity 


AN energy expert has welcomed the UK Grid’s new record 
of not generating electricity from coal for more than three 
days last month. 

Ron Fox was commenting after Britain used only power 
from wind and gas from 10am on April 21 until the after¬ 
noon of April 25. 

At the same time the country celebrated its first two-day 
period without using any power from fossil fuels. 

“These are very encouraging statistics and show we 
are going in the right direction towards using renewable 
sources,” said Mr Fox, of Noreus Ltd on University of Keele 
Science and Innovation Park. “But there is still much work 
to be done as the first record was helped partly by using 
gas, another fossil fuel.” 

He pointed out that coal now supplies less than seven per 
cent of our electricity and the Government has promised to 
phase out all coal-fired power stations by 2025. However, 
gas generates 40 per cent and this fuels most of our domes¬ 
tic heating. 

Also he added that the use of all sources of renewable 
energy, such as wind, solar, biomass and hydropower, beat 
fossil fuels on only 23 days in all of 2017. 

However, he added it was not all bad news as the increas¬ 
ing use of renewable power helped break 13 clean energy 
records in 2017. 

In April last year Britain had its first 24 hours without 
using any coal power since the Industrial Revolution in the 


19th century while in June 2017 wind, nuclear and solar 
power generated more energy than gas and coal combined 
for the first time ever. 

With the UK halving its carbon emissions from electric¬ 
ity since 2012 it now has the fourth cleanest power system 
in Europe and the seventh worldwide. 

But Mr Fox said the country is still using nearly eight 
times more gas than coal and it has to buy the former on 
the more volatile international markets. 

Also it was nowhere near the targets of the 2008 Climate 
Change Act to which the Government signed up to, prom¬ 
ising to reduce the 1990 levels of greenhouse gas emissions 
by 80 per cent by 2050. 

The green energy expert called on the Government to 
give more support for onshore wind and solar power and 
batteries. 

“They provide the cleanest and cheapest energy as well 
as giving new jobs and fairer bills and helping store power 
for homes and businesses.” 

But he also said that householders could cut their car¬ 
bon footprint now by insulating and draught-proofing their 
homes. 

Around seven million properties in the UK have solid 
walls with little or no insulation. 

Yet spray foaming the loft, inside walls and the outside 
walls can also cut bills by up to 45 per cent and reduce 
heating bills. 


The perfect place for a 
calorie-burning workout 


General gardening duties can help burn a surprising amount of calories, according to a new study 



Raking is good for the garden - and for you Gardening is a less traditional cardio workout opportunity 


Report by Hannah Stephenson 

BRITS are burning a whopping 
51,428 calories a year in the gar¬ 
den, according to a new study. 

Research commissioned by Argos 
found that the average green-fingered 
adult spends almost five more hours 
a week working out, compared to 
non-gardeners. 

Gardening can have a great impact on 
fitness, wellbeing and even sleep, the study 
found. 

Some 78 per cent of regular gardeners 
claim it reduces their stress levels and 80 
per cent report better nights in the land of 
nod. 

The study also found the average 
green-fingered Brit can burn 632 more cal¬ 
ories (compared with non-gardeners) per 
month. 

Gardening expert David Domoney, who’s 
partnered with Argos to develop a Recom¬ 
mended Daily Allowance for gardening, of 
30 minutes a day, said: “Most people enjoy 
working in their garden, because it gives 
them a mental boost. 

“Digging, tilling [breaking up the top 
layer of soil] and planting can be extremely 
therapeutic, and gives people a chance to 
think while working outside, which is enjoy¬ 
able in its own right. But we were surprised 
to see just how much physical exertion it 
takes to do certain garden tasks, particu¬ 
larly things like pushing a lawnmower or 
digging. 

So, which jobs burn the most calories? 

1. Mowing the lawn 

Pushing a mower up and down the lawn 
for 35 minutes can use up 200 calories. 

2. Weeding 

Pulling up stubborn weeds for 35 minutes 
can burn 158 calories. 

3. Digging 

Digging is a great cardio workout and an 
excellent way to de-stress. You can burn up 
to 250 calories an hour when digging heavy 
soil (but don’t overdo it if you have a bad 
back). 

4. Raking 

Raking is vital to let your lawn and plants 
breathe - and it’ll work your upper body, 
and burns about 120 calories in 30 minutes. 

DIFFERENT JOBS EXERCISE 
DIFFERENT MUSCLES 

Phil McCann, founder of Great Little 
Garden (greatlittlegarden.co.uk), offers the 
following tips to avoid injury... 

Warm-up 

Just like all exercise, warm-up before 
launching yourself into an intensive cal¬ 
orie-burning session. It’s so easy to pull a 
back muscle on a cold, spring morning by 
grabbing the spade and plunging in deep. 
Stretches work best - start gently with 
whatever exercise you do, working up a 
sweat as you warm-up. 

Start with a plan 

In a conventional gym, you will have a 
workout plan. In the garden, plan to weed 


a bed and turn the compost, or dig over a 
veg plot and plant up a border. Plans focus 
the mind. 

Use the right tools 

Have the correct tools for the job you are 


doing. It will ease the strain on backs, arms, 
wrists and knees. Secateurs are great for 
cutting smaller branches, but loppers are 
the thing for thicker ones. Petrol mowers 
make light work of the lawn but for exer¬ 


cise purposes, think about a manual push 
version. 

Don’t overdo it 

Pain in any joints is your body telling you 
to have a think about what you are doing! 
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T hey’ve sold more than 80 
million records. And their 
biggest hit single, I Want To 
Know What Love Is, gave 
them a number one hit in the 
US, UK and around the world. 

Now Foreigner are back with a headline tour that will 
reflect on their remarkable rock legacy. 

The band will perform at Birmingham’s Symphony Hall 
on Tuesday, with special guests Joanne Shaw Taylor and 
John Parr. 

It will be a true homecoming for founding member 
and lead guitarist, Mick Jones, who hails from the 
UK and formed the band in New York City in 1976 
alongside fellow Briton and ex-King Crimson member Ian 
McDonald, along with American vocalist Lou Gramm. 

Fans will see why it Feels Like The First Time as their 
performances include their unforgettable anthems I Want 
To Know What Love Is, Juke Box Hero, Waiting For A 
Girl Like You, Cold As Ice, Feels Like The First Time, Hot 
Blooded, Urgent and That Was Yesterday. 

Mick says he was thrilled that the band was still 
together and playing live. “I never could have imagined 
when I set out to create Foreigner 40 years ago, that 
we’d still be touring around the world and performing the 
music we love all these years later. I can’t express the 
gratitude I feel when fans share stories of how our songs 
have been woven into their milestones and memories 
over the years.” 

His band have enjoyed ten multi-platinum albums and 
16 top 30 hits. They remain one of the most popular rock 
acts in the world and are responsible for some of rock 
and roll’s most enduring songs. 

The band recently released a new 10-inch vinyl four- 
track EP The Flame Still Burns and the celebrations will 
continue with the release of a 20-track album 40 this 
month, which contains the band’s biggest hits. 


That will be followed a week later by a double album of 
the same name, tracing the four-decade-long history. The 
May 19 release will contain new songs as well as all of the 
much-loved hits. A vinyl version is coming on June 2. 

Foreigner are Mick Jones (lead guitar), Kelly 
Hansen (lead vocals), Jeff Pilson (bass, vocals), Tom 
Gimbel (rhythm guitar, sax, vocals), Michael Bluestein 
(keyboards), Bruce Watson (guitar) and Chris Frazier 
(drums). 

Mick had enjoyed an interesting career before former 
Foreigner and didn’t intend for it to be a band that lasted 
four decades. 

“Well, I had a pretty interesting career up until then. 
Which had led me to France, [where] I got to play with a 
lot of musicians who were coming in and out of Paris, and 
did sessions with quite a few people, and started to learn 
a little about writing. And it was the time of The Beatles, 
so obviously everybody was trying to write songs [like 
The Beatles]. I was learning the songs just to educate 
myself, really, as to chord structures and melodies. 

MECCA 

“But what led me to forming a band eventually - my 
own band - is that I had been in a couple of bands. I went 
back to England, and finally started [playing] again in my 
mid-20s, and my dream was always to come over to the 
USA. From an early age, y’know, America represented 
this mecca. And gradually, I started to increase my focus 
on writing, alongside playing with a band called Spooky 
Tooth. 

I played in a band with the guitar player Leslie West [of 
Mountain] for a while. Unfortunately all those things sort 
of came to a fizzle, and I was kind of left high and dry in 
New York for a while, not really knowing what to do ... I 
decided it was time to make a decision. Either I make a 
stand, or I let the water wash over me. 

“So that led to me just starting writing, really. Just 
sitting down all day, just trying to get some flow going, 


It was the dawn of 
punk. .. what I 
was doing was the 
exact opposite 


trying to write some stuff that I would be comfortable with. 
Not pandering to any particular style or commercial style. 
And that was sort of the code I had. 

“Even though some of our music may be regarded 
as poppy, I think the basis of it has always been rock, 
and infusions of soul here and there. I didn’t really know 
where we fit, actually ... there were a few older bands in 
those days, too. But there wasn’t a new scene for bands 
like mine. It was the dawn of punk and new wave, so 
[what I was doing] was the exact opposite.” 

Mick knew that he was onto something special when 
the band recorded I Want To Know What Love Is. 

“I did. I knew it was going to be special. The thing was 
how to keep it out of the traditional pop-rock ballad thing, 
with playing guitars and stuff like that. Plus apart from the 
little ‘ding-ding-ding-ding’ riff, which was a synthesizer, 
pretty much everything else on there was acoustic. No 
electric guitar. Which wasn’t a purposeful thing, but as 
the song progressed, I took a lot of pains in holding back 
any ideas about augmenting it with unnecessary frill.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 



















Read all about it as band's 
slow rise to top continues 


MANCHESTER band The Slow Readers 
Club are bringing their soaring indie rock 
anthems to Wolverhampton’s Slade Rooms 
next week, following the release of their third 
album, Build A Tower. 

The quartet, who have drawn comparisons with 
The Killers, Interpol and The National, will be playing 
the Broad Street venue on Thursday, May 17, as they 
prepare for various festival dates this summer. 

The group’s brooding electro sound has taken on 
epic proportions with Build A Tower as tracks such 
as You Opened Up My Heart, Lives Never Known and 
Distant Memory are likely to attract new fans. 

It is the band’s first album with the Modern Sky label, 


following the release of their self-titled debut album in 
2011 and Cavalcade in 2015. 

Of Build A Tower, released last Friday, the band say: 
“We’re really proud of the record as we’ve learned a lot 
since our last, self-released, album. 

“Build A Tower feels like a big step up. Even though 
fans have heard a couple of the tracks played on 
the last tour, there’s a lot we’ve been holding back 
until they had the album in their hands, so we’re also 
looking forward to getting out and playing live.” 

Fronted by singer Aaron Starkie, The Slow Readers 
Club features his brother Kurtis (guitar), James Ryan 
(bass) and David Whitworth (drums). In recent times 
they supported James on an arena tour and in their 
own right sold out Manchester’s 2,000 seat Albert Hall. 


Ooh Betty, Frank 
has turned into Joe 


Comedy star Joe Pasquale 
takes on one of British TV’s 
favourite comic roles when 
he plays accident-prone 
Frank Spencer in the first 
stage production of Some 
Mothers Do Ave ‘Em. 

The squeaky-voiced funnyman 
will be stepping into the shoes 
(or should that be rollerskates) of 
Michael Crawford, who found fame 
in the classic TV sit-com during the 
1970s. 

The UK tour comes to 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 
from Tuesday to Saturday, May 19. 


Joe is no stranger to the Grand 
having visited several times during 
20 years of stand-up tours. 

In the play the long-suffering 
wife of Frank, Betty, will be played 
by Sarah Earnshaw. His mother- 
in-law, Mrs Fisher, is played by 
Susie Blake, whose credits include 
Coronation Street and Mrs Brown’s 
Boys, as well as being one of 
Victoria Wood’s As Seen on TV 
ensemble. 

The stage adaptation has been 
written by Guy Unsworth, who also 
directs, and is based on the original 
TV series by Raymond Allen. The 
set by Simon Higlett apparently 
reflects Frank’s enthusiastic 



rather than 
accomplished 
attempts at home DIY. 

Other theatre highlights over 
the coming week include Agatha 
Christie thriller Love from a Stranger 
at the New Alexandra Theatre 
in Birmingham from Tuesday to 
Saturday. Frank Vosper’s rewrite of 
the Christie psychological chiller 
has been moved to the 1950s by 
director Lucy Bailey and is the story 
of a whirlwind romance that turns 
sinister. A group of 40something 
ladies aim to meet their idols in new 
musical The Band, featuring the 
music of Take That, at Birmingham 
Hippodrome until Saturday. 


Just happy to get 
out of the house 

TV comic Chris Ramsey is 
bringing his new tour show 
to the Black Country. 

The popular Geordie 
will be stopping off at 
Dudley Town Hall next 
Friday, May 18, with his 
The Just Happy To Get 
Out Of The House Tour. 

Ramsey has appeared on 
Live At The Apollo, The John 
Bishop Show, Celebrity Juice, 

Never Mind The Buzzcocks and 8 Out of 10 Cats. 

He also hosts The Chris Ramsey Show on Comedy 
Central. Tickets cost £20 plus booking fees from 
www.boroughhalls.co.uk or on 01384 812812. 


Exploring anxiety, sex 
and music at the Rep 

The tempestuous relationship between sex, anxiety 
and music is explored in a new production from one 
of Europe’s top theatre directors, Calixto Bieito. 

The String Quartet’s Guide to Sex and Anxiety will 
receive its world premiere at Birmingham Repertory 
Theatre from Saturday to Saturday (May 12-19) 
before embarking on an international tour. The 
production features four actors - including Band of 
Gold’s Cathy Tyson and Miltos Yerolemou from Game 
of Thrones - alongside award-winning musicians 
The Heath Quartet performing music by Beethoven. 
Calixto Bieito said: “The String Quartet’s Guide to Sex 
and Anxiety is like a symphonic poem for a quartet 
of musicians, and a quartet of voices. It will consider 
the human condition today, and where anxiety and 
depression stem from.” See birmingham-rep.co.uk 
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DATING 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Here’s how to use your dating service . 
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Single Women 



SARA, 43yrs, educated independent 
attractive female, nervous about 
dating through advertising, so pis 
don't disappoint me by not replying. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
431009 ft 

JULIE, 49yrs, recently divorced, 
own house car etc. Seeks discreet 
man for daytime meetings while the 
kids are at school. Week days only. 
I will reply to all texts. Text Only. 
Box: 4136824 ft 

PASSIONATE slim young looking 
blonde, late 40s, who loves 
everything about life looking for 
attractive honest guy for friendship, 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 430983 ft 
TABITHA, Jamaican princess! 
42yrs, large curvy figure, fabulous 
sense of humour and very open 
minded to fun. Hoping to chat to 
anyone with GSOH. Looks/age/sta¬ 
tus unimportant. Text Only. Box: 
4116607 ft 

JENNY 48, blue eyed, cuddly/busty 
independent female, loves 
countryside, animals, cooking, 
WLTM older male to spoil and look 
after. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:430887 ft 

YAZ, Asian lady, 32yrs, very slim 
and pretty. Hoping to meet a strong 
minded, dominant, resourceful man. 
Mature please 45+ Text Only. Box: 
4177148ft 

LINDA, attractive widow with own 
home & car. Varied interests, kind & 
caring. Hoping to meet a lovely kind 
gent 67+. Looks unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
430845 ft 

SOPHIE, 46yrs, attractive profes¬ 
sional lady with time on her hands. 
Hoping to meet a nice gent of any 
age, text fun, flirt, possible meeting. 
Text Only. Box: 4126579 ft 
HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed 

brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can 
travel. Discretion assured. ACA. 
Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 426205 

NAUGHTY broadminded black lady, 
40yrs seeks no strings daytime fun. 
Call or text me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 430837 ft 
SARAH black lady, works as a 
nurse. 48yrs young, hoping to meet 
a younger man for some fun. Let 
me be your couger and dress me up 
in my uniform. Text Only. Box: 
4166063ft 

VERY attractive curvy widow, longing 
for romance, seeking country-loving 
male with old-fashioned values for 
lots of TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 430737 ft 
MELANIE, attractive lady, 38yrs, 
hoping to meet a nice chap, any 
age, for chats, non complicated 
times. Must have great soh, looks 
unimportant. Text Only. Box: 
4037147ft 

ATTRACTIVE dark haired lady, 
52yrs, kind & compassionate. Just 
missing a nice chap for romance. 
Call me, let’s chat, meet up. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 430949 ft 
HELEN, sophisticated, cultured 
lady, 30 something seeks mature 
man for life's pleasures. Discreet 
with no strings. Tel: 0906 515 3003 
Box 430171 

SANDY, kind lady, 60s, attractive & 
young looking. Hoping to meet a 
nice kind gent for outings, chats and 
more. I will answer all calls & texts. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
430955 ft 


GILLY, 39yrs, voluptuous sexy well 
groomed lady. Varied interests, 
loves mutual pampering. Looking to 
meet a man for mutual pleasures. 
Discretion assured & expected. Call 
me. Tel: 0906 515 3027 Box: 
430249 

ANNE, has an interesting 
proposition, spice up your love life, 
call to hear what I’m looking for. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
430953 ft 

KAREN 41yrs, long legged blonde 
lady seeks no strings fun with chap 
of any age. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box: 430251 
CAROLINE, 58yrs, caring kind lady. 
Outgoing, slim & attractive. Hoping 
to meet a kind gent, looks 
unimportant, must be caring. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 430951 ft 
DISCREET sensual and loving lady 
seeks man 30+ for daytime fun in 
her home. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3019 
Box:429849 

ATTRACTIVE lady, 60 something. 
Well educated & sophisticated. 
Hoping to meet a nice gent to share 
life’s pleasures. Call or text me. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
430947 ft 

MARRIED lady 39yrs wltm discreet 
gent for those intimate little extras. 
Tel: 0906 515 3007 Box: 429851 
ATTRACTIVE friendly lady, 51yrs, 
charitable and honest. Call ortxt me, 
lets get in touch. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 430841 ft 
JUNE, likes naughty boys & girls, call 
her! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
430943 ft 

MARIELLE, 45yrs, curvy attractive 
lady, likes older men. I’m married so 
you must be discreet. Lets meet up, 
and make each other smile again. 
Call me and lets get to know each 
other. Tel: 0906 515 3039 Box: 
426853 

ATTRACTIVE widow, attractive, kind 
& solvent. WLTM similar gent for 
companionship, maybe romance. I 
will answer all calls & texts. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 430945 ft 
JENNY 48, blue eyed, cuddly/busty 
independent female, loves 
countryside, animals, cooking, 
WLTM older male to spoil and look 
after. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:430887 ft 

ANNA, 53yrs, attractive blonde lady, 
with lovely curves. Seeking man 
any age for no strings discreet fun. 
Tel: 0906 515 3043 Box: 429721 
LISA 38 slim attractive blonde, 
looking for a man who will appreciate 
a feminine, fashionable, fun, 
romantic sensual woman with a mind 
of her own. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 430875 ft 
AMANDA, 36yrs, attractive lady. 
Solvent and well educated and spo¬ 
ken. Feminine figure with large 
breasts. Hoping to meet a broad¬ 
minded gent, any age for discreet 
relationship. I don't mind if you are 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 0906 
515 3035 Box: 429287 
HEIDI 49, golden blonde seeks tall 
guy, who’s a bit special who loves the 
countryside as much as I do. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 430857 ft 
ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks no strings 
casual fun. I have my own house, 
car and am solvent. I’m busty with a 
firm figure. You must be open mind¬ 
ed, age/status unimportant. Tel: 
0906 515 3015 Box: 427633 
46 yr old lady separated. Caring, 
honest and loving. Looking for a 
genuine male for LTR. Text only. 
Mailbox No: 4209465 ft 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time 
wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box: 409715 


WARM loving lady. Slim, attractive, 
mature 30yrs. Loves sport, music, 
cinema. GSOH, up for anything fun. 
Hoping to meet kindly gent with 
GSOH, looks/age unimportant. Any 
area, I love to travel and willing to 
relocate. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 430843 ft 
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual rela¬ 
tionship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 

CARMEL, open minded naughty 
lady seeks a broad minded strict 
man to unleash her wilder side. 
Age/looks unimportant but no time 
wasters please. Tel: 0906 515 3043 
Box 426851 

GOLFING widow would like to meet 
man, 60/70, to play a round with., 
then play around with. Text only 
replies. Box: 6206158 ft 
JOANNA, 36, petite, auburn haired 
female, lovely figure seeks loving 
older male for fun nights out and 
cosy nights in. Maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 430709 ft 


Single Men 

FUN to be with male, slim with 
blonde hair & blue eyes, looking for 
that special lady. Text only. Mailbox 
No:6223970 ft 

TALL mature male, submissive, 
seeks dominant female. Age 
immaterial, for relationship and fun. 

Text only. Mailbox No: 4214961 ft 
MALE, 53, 5ft10, medium build, 
widowed, looking for a nice lady for 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 431015 
BROADMINDED male, 65, 

active, N/S, WLTM open minded 
lady, 55-75. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 430657 

MALE, 60, 5ft8, short greyish hair, 
enjoys most things in life, hiking, 
walking, cinema, theatre. WLTM a 
similar female who enjoys the same 
interests, for relationship and 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 430993 

MALE 66, agnostic, council flat in 4 
Oaks, seeks female, must 8 1/2 
stone or less, and know how to look 
after a man. Text only. Mailbox 
No:6215955ft 

MALE, looking for N/S attached fun, 
with likeminded female, any age, any 
colour. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:430789 ft 

BROADMINDED male, 65, fit, 
active, N/S, WLTM open minded 
lady, 55-75. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 430657 ft 
LOVING caring, tactile man looking 
for petite mid 50s lady, for fun times 
with a friendship together. Text only 
replies. Box No: 4411818 ft 
ARE you a lady who feels unloved, 
not wanted? Then text me. Text 
only. Mailbox: 4461540 ft 


TALL, attractive Shropshire guy, 58, 
WLTM an attractive female, any age, 
for discreet daytime fun and 
excitement. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 431005 ft 
COLIN 50, loving, kind, seeks loving 
kind large lady 50-60, for LTR, love, 
kisses and cuddles. Looks 
unimportant. Text only. Mailbox No: 
6154531 ft 

DAVE, single, mid 60s, N/S, car 
owner, Walsall area, enjoys the 
simple things in life, holidays, 
socialising, dining out. Looking for a 
lady with similar outlook to enjoy life’s 
pleasures. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 430785 ft 
FARMER, 59, loving, caring, lots of 
love to give, loads of interests in 
different things, looking to meet his 
dream country woman, age between 
50-66 or thereabouts. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 430797 
SINGLE male, WLTM a lady who 
would like afternoons and evenings 
of massage. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 430719 ft 
ACTIVELY looking for a curvy lady, 
50+, N/S, slimmish. I am a retired 
gent, slim, N/S, active, likes walking, 
keeping fit and the odd drink. Would 
love to hear from you. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 430697 
MALE, 64, married, seeking a N/S 
lady, 45+, for discreet relationship. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
430551 

COLIN, 50, loving, caring, seeking 
loving, caring large cuddly lady 48- 
60 for LTR, love and romance. Must 
like cuddles, kisses, holding hands 
and hugs. Text only replies. Box 
no:6154531 ft 

MALE, mid 50s, N/S, semi retired, 
slim build, likes walking, holidays, 
occasional drinks, films, good chats, 
enjoys life, looking to meet a female, 
N/S, 50 plus, for friendship and going 
out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
429637 

Gay Singles 



GAY attractive feminine female 
would like to meet other gay feminine 
females for friendship possible 
relationship. Get in touch. Text only 
replies. Mailbox: 6062854 ft 
JAMES a fit 65yr bi CD in 
Birmingham, lovely figure when 
dressed. ATA Text only. Box no: 
4758692 ft 

BI male, 70ish, would like to meet 
same for friendship. Text only 
replies. Box No: 6199442 ft 
MALE, 64, genuine, WLTM male, for 
discreet meetings in the 
Wolverhampton area. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 430825 ft 
BI male, submissive, seeks elderly 
male for discreet meets. Can 
accommodate. Text only to 
Mailbox: 6109368 ft 



Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 07/05/18 
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Eurovision Song Contest 
2018 

(BBC1,8pm) 

Graham Norton returns to the 
commentary box to cover all the 
action from tonight's Grand 
Final, live from the Altice Arena 
in Lisbon, following Portugal's 
triumph last year. Salvador 
Sobral ended his nation's 53- 
year wait for a victory - or 
even a top-five finish - in Kiev 
with his song Amar pelos dois, 
finishing above Bulgaria and 
Moldova. Singer-songwriter 
SuRiewill be flying the flag for 
the United Kingdom this 
evening with her entry 
Storm, which the country is 
hoping will become the 
sixth winning song from the 
UK and the first since Katrina 
and the Waves' Love Shine a 
Light way back in 1997. 
Subsequent programmes 
subject to change. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Asian 
Adventure. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Rugby 
League’s Legendary Watersplash Final. 
2.00 Live Challenge Cup Rugby League. 
Castleford Tigers v St Helens (Kick-off 
2.30pm). Mark Chapman presents 
coverage of the sixth-round fixture, 
which takes place at the Mend-A-Hose 
Jungle. It is a decade since the visitors 
last lifted the famous trophy, but their 
good early-season form means they will 
come into this contest with confidence. 
The Tigers last won the cup back in 
1986, and most recently reached the 
final in 2014, where they lost 23-10 to 
Leeds Rhinos. 4.30 Doodlebugs. 4.45 
Film: Big Hero 6. (2014) An orphan 
forms a special bond with an inflatable 
robot who helps him and his friends 
investigate a devastating event. 

Animated adventure, with the voice of 
Ryan Potter. 

6.20 Ready or Not. Game show 
featuring unsuspecting members 
of the public who face surprise 
challenges while going about their 
daily lives. Paddy McGuinness 
provides the commentary. 

6.50 BBC News. 

7.00 Regional Programme. 

7.10 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present as famous theatre actors 
take part in the general knowledge 
quiz in which they try to come up 
with the least likely correct 
answers to a series of questions 
posed to members of the public. 
The contestants are Wayne Sleep, 
Louise Dearman, Neil Dudgeon, 
Annette Badland, Gary Wilmot, 
Rufus Hound, Roy Hudd and Anita 
Harris. 

8.00 Eurovision Song Contest 2018. 

Graham Norton returns to the 
commentary box to cover all the 
action from tonight's Grand Final, 
live from the Altice Arena in 
Lisbon, following Portugal's 
triumph in Kiev last year. 
Subsequent programmes subject 
to change. 

II. 35 BBC News; Weather.; National 

Lottery Update. 

11.55 Film: Lay the Favourite. (2012) A 
Las Vegas cocktail waitress proves 
a success as a professional 
gambler, but arouses the jealousy 
of her mentor’s wife. Comedy, 
starring Rebecca Hall. 

1.20 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.25 
BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.15 David Attenborough’s Natural 
Curiosities. (R) 6.40 Naomi’s Nightmares 
of Nature. (R) 7.10 The Pets Factor. 7.30 
The Dengineers. 8.00 Absolute Genius 
Super Tech with Dick & Dorn. 8.30 
Beyond Bionic. 9.00 Robot Wars. (R) 
10.00 Astronauts: Do You Have What It 
Takes? (R) 11.00 Homes Under the 
Hammer. (R) 12.00 The World According 
to Kids. (R) 1.00 Money for Nothing. (R) 

1.10 Escape to the Country. (R) 1.55 
Film: Finding Neverland. (2004) Fact- 
based period drama, starring Johnny 
Depp. 3.30 Top of the Shop with Tom 
Kerridge. (R) 4.30 Top of the Shop with 
Tom Kerridge. (R) 5.30 Love in the 
Countryside. (R) 

6.30 The Forest. How a fleet of highly 
skilled truckers transport the 
valuable cargo of timber from the 
Galloway Forest Park to mills north 
and south of the border. 

7.00 The World’s Most Extraordinary 
Homes. Award-winning architect 
Piers Taylor and actress and 
property enthusiast Caroline 
Quentin explore unusual homes in 
different locations of the world. 

(R) 

8.00 Coast Lives. Weatherman Barra 
Best voyages around the Northern 
Irish coastline, encountering some 
rough weather even he had not 
foreseen before seeking sanctuary 
at the Copeland Islands. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The platoon takes 
part in an exercise with the regular 
army and everything goes well - 
until Mainwaring assumes the role 
of an enemy agent on the run. (R) 

9.00 The Private Life of the Royal 

Academy. Documentary shot over 
five years at the institution, which 
is celebrating its 250th anniversary 
this year, offering a unique insight 
into one of Britain’s most enduring 
cultural establishments. With 
unparalleled access, the 
programme illuminates the inner 
workings of the Royal Academy of 
Arts and reveals how it embraces 
the challenge of balancing tradition 
and innovation. Architect Farshid 
Moussavi, artist Yinka Shonibare 
and painter Olwyn Bowey also 
reveal the complicated process of 
arranging art works for the famous 
Summer Exhibition. Narrated by 
Olivia Colman. 

10.20 Film: My Old Lady. (2014) 

Comedy drama, starring Maggie 
Smith and Kevin Kline. 

12.00 Versailles. (R) 3.40 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 

6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 Star Wars Freemaker Adventures. 
(R) 7.20 The Tom and Jerry Show. (R) 

7.30 Teen Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure 
Time. (R) 8.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. 

8.25 ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ballon 
Saturday. 9.25 James Martin’s Saturday 
Morning. 11.20 Countrywise. (R) 11.50 
ITV News; Weather. 12.00 Little Big 
Shots. (R) 1.00 Midsomer Murders. (R) 
3.00 Ninja Warrior UK. (R) 4.00 Tipping 
Point: Lucky Stars. (R) 5.00 The Chase. 
(R) 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.30 Ninja Warrior UK. Competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in the 
semi-final of the obstacle-course 
challenge, hosted by Ben 
Shephard, Rochelle Humes and 
Chris Kamara. 

7.30 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 

Madcap panel show presented by 
the comedian, who presides over 
two teams nominally tasked with 
saving planet Earth from any 
potential alien invasion. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. Ant and Dec 
host the fifth audition round of the 
nationwide talent search, which 
sees a wide variety of acts, from 
comedians to contortionists, 
singers to spoon players, compete 
to impress judges Simon Cowell, 
Alesha Dixon, Amanda Holden and 
David Walliams. Whomever the 
quartet choose to send through to 
the live stages will then be in with 
a chance of winning a huge cash 
prize and a coveted slot at the 
Royal Variety Performance later 
this year, following in the footsteps 
of 2017 winner Tokio Myers. 

9.20 The Keith & Paddy Picture Show. 
Keith Lemon and Paddy 
McGuinness re-create James 
Cameron’s Terminator 2: 

Judgment Day, joined by an all- 
star cast including Jaime 
Winstone, Rick Astley and Hank 
Osasuna. Terminator 2: Judgment 
Day follows after the news. 

9.50 ITV News; Weather. 

10.05 Film: Terminator 2: Judgment 
Day. (1991) Sci-fi adventure 
sequel, with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger. 

12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 Babushka. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.15 Motor Sport: Mini Challenge. 6.45 
The King of Queens. (R) 7.10 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 
Frasier. (R) 10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 11.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.25 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 11.55 The Simpsons. (R) 12.25 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. (R) 

1.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 3.00 A 
Place in the Sun: Winter Sun. (R) 4.00 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 5.00 
Formula 1: Spanish Grand Prix Qualifying 
Highlights. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 When Harry Met Meghan: A 
Royal Romance. Documentary 
exploring the life, character and 
family history of Meghan Markle, 
the American actress who has won 
the heart of Prince Harry, with the 
pair set to marry at St George’s 
Chapel, Windsor Castle, next 
Saturday. Testimonies from royal 
experts provide an insight into the 
couple’s relationship from its 
earliest stages, and interviews 
with friends and colleagues detail 
the circumstances of Meghan’s 
childhood and coming-of-age in 
Los Angeles. As the child of film 
industry parents who divorced at a 
similar age to Harry’s, Meghan’s 
formative years appear to bear 
something of a resemblance to 
those of her royal suitor, and this 
programme explores her family 
tree in minute detail - tracing her 
ancestry back to the moment her 
father’s ancestor’s first arrived in 
America. 

8.00 Britain’s Most Historic Towns. 

Alice Roberts reveals the history of 
Belfast, visiting the shipyards that 
built the Titanic and getting locked 
up in the notorious Crumlin Road 
gaol. Last in the series. 

9.00 Film: Cowboys & Aliens. (2011) A 
Wild-West town dominated by a 
cattle baron comes under attack 
by invaders from another world. It 
falls to a mysterious stranger with 
no memory to unite the townsfolk, 
a gang of outlaws and an Apache 
tribe, in a bid to fight back against 
the aliens, and learn the truth 
about his own past. Sci-fi Western, 
with Daniel Craig. 

11.15 Film: 2 Guns. (2013) 

1.15 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.05 Hollyoaks. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 11.25 Police Interceptors. (R) 

12.25 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.20 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.20 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

3.20 The Nightmare Neighbour Next 
Door. (R) 4.15 Nightmare Tenants: Get 
Out of My House. (R) 5.15 Bad Tenants, 
Rogue Landlords. (R) 

6.10 Rich House, Poor House. (R) 

7.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 
Agents Stewart McCracken and 
Elmore Victor head to Liverpool for 
what they expect to be a routine 
repossession, but instead face the 
most challenging eviction of their 
careers. Behind the front door, 
they find a critically ill two-year-old 
child with major heart problems, 
who is on constant life support 
and unable to breathe without a 
ventilator. Meanwhile, Brian 
O’Shaughnessy and Del Anglin 
chase £2,000 worth of debt owed 
by a business based in Kent, and 
recover £4,000 from a recycling 
business in Buckinghamshire. 

Plus, Stewart and Elmore 
encounter another family in crisis 
in Birmingham, where a retired 
couple who acted as guarantor for 
their daughter’s tenancy are liable 
to pay over £3,000 after she 
defaulted. (R) 

8.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away! 

Agents Delroy and Kevin face a web 
of deceit in an Italian delicatessen, 
while Steve and Paul must evict a 
tenant who has not paid her rent for 
over 18 months. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Live Boxing. Sam Sexton vHughie 
Fury. Coverage of the bout for the 
British Heavyweight Title, which 
takes place at Bolton Whites Hotel. 
Fury suffered the first defeat of his 
career in September, losing a 
majority decision to then-WBO 
world champion Joseph Parker at 
Manchester Arena. Champion 
Sexton hasn’t lost since 2012, and 
will be keen to continue his good 
form in this contest and hold onto 
the belt he won in October. 

11.15 When Eurovision Goes Horribly 
Wrong. Angela Rippon presents a 
guide to the song contest’s most 
disastrous moments, featuring 
contributions from past 
performers including Dana, Sonia 
and Lindsay Dracass. (R) 

1.55 SuperCasino. 3.10 GPs: Behind 
Closed Doors. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Nature’s Epic Journeys 8.00 Wild 
Burma: Nature’s Lost Kingdom 9.00 
Salamander: Blood Diamonds 10.40 Burt 
Bacharach: A Life in Song 12.10 Sings 
Bacharach and David! 1.10 Nature’s Epic 
Journeys 2.10 Wild Burma: Nature’s Lost 
Kingdom 3.10 Close 
ITV2 

11.50 Britain’s Got More Talent 12.50 
Ninja Warrior UK 1.50 Film: Spy Kids 
(2001) 2.50 FYI Daily 2.55 Film: Spy 
Kids (2001) 3.45 Film: Cats & Dogs: The 
Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 4.45 FYI 
Daily 4.50 Film: Cats & Dogs: The 
Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 5.25 
Film: The Lord of the Rings: The Return 
of the King (2003) 6.30 FYI Daily 6.35 
Film: The Lord of the Rings: The Return 
of the King (2003) 9.20 Britain’s Got 
More Talent 10.20 Celebrity Juice 11.10 
Family Guy 12.30 American Dad! 1.30 
Plebs 2.05 CelebAbility 2.40 Totally 
Bonkers Guinness World Records 2.50 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.25 Film: Columbo: Howto Dial a 
Murder (1978) 2.00 Prince Harry in 
Africa 3.00 Prince Harry and Meghan: 
Truly, Madly, Deeply 4.00 Invitation to a 
Royal Wedding 5.05 Agatha Christie’s 
Poirot 11.00 Film: Murder on the Orient 
Express (1974) 1.30 On the Buses 2.00 
ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.25 Film: Lawman (1971) 12.25 FYI 
Daily 12.30 Film: Lawman (1971) 1.30 
ITV Racing Live from Ascot. 4.30 Film: 
Octopussy (1983) 5.30 FYI Daily 5.35 
Film: Octopussy (1983) 7.15 Film: 

Police Academy 3: Back in Training 
(1986) 8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 Film: Police 
Academy 3: Back in Training (1986) 9.00 
Film: Passenger 57 (1992) 10.00 FYI 
Daily 10.05 Film: Passenger 57 (1992) 
10.45 Cycling: Tour Series 11.50 Film: 
Executive Decision (1996) 12.55 FYI 
Daily 1.00 Film: Executive Decision 

(1996) 2.30 Tommy Cooper 3.00 

Teleshopping 

E4 

I. 00 The Big Bang Theory 2.00 Film: 
Evolution (2001) 4.00 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Film: Friends with Benefits 
(201 1)11.10 Gogglebox 1.15 The 
Inbetweeners 2.25 Tattoo Fixers 3.15 
Rude Tube 4.10 Rude(ish) Tube 
Film4 

II. 00 Arrietty (2010) 1.00 Rango (2011) 
3.05 Capture the Flag (2015) 4.50 The 
Devil Wears Prada (2006) 7.00 Men in 
Black 3 (2012) 9.00 Now You See Me 
(2013) 11.15 Men & Chicken (2015) 


HELP 

-TO- 

BUY 


FROM VAUXHALL 


£4,750 25 £5,265 

Deposit Month Optional 

Term Final Payment 


Dudley Motor Company 


www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 



CORSA ENERGY 

0% APR 

£150 

PER MONTH* 


BRITISH BRAND SINCE 1903 



Trindle Road 
Dudley 
DY2 7AY 

01384 454100 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/lOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Corsa Energy Range: Urban: 34.9 (8.1) - 40.9 
(6.9), Extra-urban: 50.4 (5.6) - 60.1 (4.7), Combined: 44.1 (6.4) - 51.4 (5.5). C0 2 emissions: 149 - 128g/km. # 

Worcester Carsales Limited trading as Dudley Motor Company are acting as a credit broker and not a lender. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders. Commission may be received. 

Offer subject to availability, on selected models at participating Retailers only. Personal Contract Purchase. Finance subject to status. Ts&Cs apply. Applicants must be 18+. Finance by Vauxhall Finance, CF15 7YT. 25 month term. Monthly payment has been calculated using a price which includes 
Vauxhall and/or Retailer contribution where applicable. At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) Retain: Pay the optional final payment to own the vehicle, ii) Return the vehicle, or iii) Replace: Part Exchange the vehicle, where equity is available. Offer applies to private individuals, 
Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units (purchase only excluding B2B supported units). All other customers are excluded. Offer available on orders or registrations from 3 April 2018 - 2 July 2018. tParticipating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel is not given in cash. Offer available on 
eligible, selected new vehicle orders from 11 May 2018 -14 May 2018 and are subsequently registered by 30 June 2018. Customers must provide a valid email address as part of the order. Offer applies to private individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units. All other customers are 
excluded. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply (www.vauxhall.co.uk/mayevent). Contact your local Retailer for details. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the relevant EU directive. Official EU regulated test data is provided 
for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. Vauxhall Motors Limited reserves the right to change, amend or withdraw this offer at any point in time. Correct at time of going to press. 
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CHOICE 



British Academy Television 
Awards 2018 
(BBC1,8pm) 

Sue Perkins hosts the awards 
ceremony from London's Royal 
Festival Hall. The shows in the 
running include Black Mirror, 
Line of Duty, The Crown and 
Three Girls, while nominees for 
awards include Joe Cole, 
Thandie Newton, Claire Foy, 
Molly Windsor Brian F O'Bryan, 
Anna Friel, Julie Hesmondhalgh, 
Samson Kayo, Anupam Kher, 
Jack Rowan and Sandi Toksvig. 
John Motson, will receive the 
BAFTA Special Award in 
recognition of his outstanding 
contribution to sports 
broadcasting. 


5.00 Breakfast. 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 12.15 Bargain 
Hunt. (R) 1.00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 
Britain’s Fat Fight with Hugh Fearnley- 
Whittingstall. (R) 2.15 Lifeline. 2.25 
Points of View. 2.40 Songs of Praise. 

3.20 Britain’s Best Home Cook. The 
contestants create their ultimate fish dish 
displaying their individual home cooking 
style and then invent a sweet or savoury 
meal with squash or rice as the key 
ingredient. (R) 4.20 Final Score. Jason 
Mohammad presents a round-up of the 
classified results and this afternoon's 
news. 5.30 BBC News. 5.45 Regional 
Programme. 

6.00 The A to Z of the RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show. Jennifer Saunders 
presents a guide to the 105-year 
history of the horticultural event, 
while Adam Frost shares his 
memories of being involved in the 
show as both a designer and a 
presenter. Plus, Arit Anderson and 
Frances Tophill travelling the 
country meeting people who are 
preparing to exhibit their creations 
at this year’s show, and a profile of 
the event’s most prolific gold 
medal winner Sarah Eberle. 

7.00 Countryfile. A round-up of rural 
reports from Hampshire. Matt 
Baker discovers a plan to make 
more use of locally sourced 
timber, John Craven finds out 
about how oysters are being 
reintroduced to the Solent, and 
Ellie Harrison visits an innovative 
project to tackle coastal erosion. 
Tom Heap investigates the danger 
of cyber-attacks on farming 
machinery, and Charlotte Smith 
and Adam Henson meet the third 
finalist for the Farming Hero 
Awards. 

8.00 British Academy Television 
Awards 2018. Sue Perkins hosts 
the awards ceremony from 
London's Royal Festival Hall. The 
shows nominated for awards 
include Black Mirror, Line of Duty, 
The Crown and Three Girls. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the final 
round of Premier League fixtures, 
including Huddersfield Town v 
Arsenal, Burnley v Bournemouth 
and Swansea City v Stoke City. 

12.10 The Women’s Football Show. 

12.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.50 BBC News. 


6.05 Glorious Gardens from Above. (R) 

6.50 Life in a Cottage Garden with Carol 
Klein. (R) 7.20 Gardeners’ World. (R) 

8.20 Countryfile. (R) 9.15 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 9.45 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.15 Spring Kitchen 
with Tom Kerridge. (R) 12.00 Athletics: 
Diamond League Shanghai Highlights. 

1.00 Triathlon World Series: Yokohama. 
3.00 Live Challenge Cup Rugby League. 
Toronto Wolfpack v Warrington Wolves 
(Kick-off 3.30pm). 5.30 Flog It! (R) 

6.00 Film: Tomorrowland: A World 
Beyond. (2015) Premiere. A boy 
genius in the 1960s finds his way 
into a spectacular futuristic 
metropolis while attempting to 
promote his idea for a jetpack. 
Decades later, he has grown into a 
disillusioned adult, while a girl 
who has the talent and enthusiasm 
he has lost also finds her way into 
this strange new world, and 
together they attempt to uncover 
its secrets. Fantasy adventure, 
starring George Clooney, Britt 
Robertson and Hugh Laurie. 

8.00 Neanderthals: Meet Your 
Ancestors. Part one of two. 
Archaeologist Ella Al-Shamahi and 
actor Andy Serkis bring the 
prehistoric humans back to life 
through animation, revealing 
surprising similarities to modern 
humans. 

9.00 Burma with Simon Reeve. Part 
one of two. Documentary 
exploring the country in the 
aftermath of the humanitarian 
crisis in which thousands of 
Rohingya Muslims were driven 
from their homes by the military. 
10.00 Atlanta. New series. A man sees 
an opportunity to turn his life 
around by helping his cousin 
become a rap star. Comedy drama, 
starring Donald Glover and Brian 
Tyree Henry. 

10.25 Atlanta. The cousins are arrested 
after the shooting and while Paper 
Boi posts bail quickly, Earn is left 
at the station waiting to be 
processed along with everyone 
else arrested overnight. 

10.50 Later Weekend with Jools 
Holland. Return of the live music 
programme, featuring 
performances by Snow Patrol, 
Shame, Tower of Power, Jade Bird, 
Bettye Lavette and Plan B. 

11.50 Versailles. (R) 

12.45 Versailles. (R) 2.35 Sign Zone: 
Question Time. (R) 3.35 Holby City. (R) 
4.35 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: Sooty. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for 
Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.20 Grizzly Tales 
for Gruesome Kids. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: 
Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Super 4. (R) 

6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 
7.00 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.25 The 
Tom and Jerry Show. (R) 7.30 Teen 
Titans Go! (R) 7.45 Adventure Time. (R) 
8.00 The Haunted Hathaways. (R) 8.25 
ITV News. 8.30 Zoe Ball on Sunday. 9.25 
Love Your Garden. (R) 10.00 Peston on 
Sunday. 11.00 Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 

12.15 Britain’s Got More Talent. (R) 1.15 
ITV News; Weather. 1.30 Ninja Warrior 
UK. (R) 2.30 Paul O’Grady: Forthe Love 
of Dogs - India. (R) 3.00 Change Your 
Tune. 4.00 Tipping Point: Lucky Stars. 

(R) 5.00 The Chase Celebrity Special. (R) 
6.00 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 
Madcap panel show presented by 
the comedian, who presides over 
two teams nominally tasked with 
saving planet Earth from any 
potential alien invasion. (R) 

6.30 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Regional Programme; Weather. 
7.00 Little Big Shots. Dawn French 
hosts a variety show featuring 
some of the world’s most talented 
children, including a blind pianist 
and displays of martial arts and 
pizza tossing. 

8.00 Midsomer Murders. New series. 
The crime drama returns for a 
20th series, which finds Barnaby 
and Winter joined by a new 
pathologist, Petra Antonescu 
(Anamaria Marinca). A woman 
slips away from a Jane Austen re¬ 
enactment in full costume, only to 
be stabbed to death in the woods - 
her murder being recorded by a 
drone. The victim is discovered to 
be an undercover journalist, who 
had some unusual questions to 
ask about the village and the 
country house where the historical 
event took place. Guest starring 
Claire Skinner and Samuel West. 
10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston, with Allegra Stratton. (R) 
11.20This Time Next Year. Davina 
McCall meets an 11-year-old 
meningitis survivor hoping to 
finally have hands, and a young 
couple with fertility complications 
who dream of starting a family. (R) 

12.15 Great Art. (R) 1.05 Jackpot247. 
3.00 Motorsport UK. (R) 3.50 British 
Superbike Championship Highlights. (R) 

4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.25 Eat the Week. 
(R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 Bake Off: 
The Professionals. (R) 1.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

2.30 Film: Cheaper By the Dozen. (2003) 
Family comedy remake, starring Steve 
Martin. 4.25 Extreme Cake Makers: 

Royal Wedding Special. 5.30 Channel 4 
News. 

6.00 Formula 1: Spanish Grand Prix 
Highlights. Steve Jones and David 
Coulthard present action from the 
fifth round of the season at the 
Circuit de Catalunya in Barcelona, 
where Lewis Hamilton was the 
winner last year. 

8.00 Bake Off: The Professionals. 

Judges Cherish Finden and Benoit 
Blin put the five remaining teams 
to the test making layered slices. 
The first stage of the challenge 
involves making 24 tiramisu and 
24 roulade praline slices in three 
and a half hours, while for the 
showpiece, they must prepare 
enough modern-themed 
croquembouches to serve 36 
people. 

9.00 Film: Eddie the Eagle. (2016) 
Premiere. Biopic of British 
sporting underdog Eddie Edwards. 
Determined to fulfil his dreams of 
becoming an Olympic athlete, 
Edwards trains as a ski jumper - a 
field in which Britain had no other 
competitors. He secures a place in 
the 1988 Winter Olympics, where 
his can-do attitude makes him a 
media sensation in the face of a 
losing streak. Starring Taron 
Egerton, Hugh Jackman and 
Christopher Walken. 

11.058 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the words-and- 
numbers panel game, which sees 
Sean Lock and Seann Walsh 
taking on guest captain Joe 
Wilkinson and Danny Dyer, with 
Bill Bailey in Dictionary Corner. (R) 
12.05 Film: Good People. (2014) Crime 
thriller, starring James Franco and Kate 
Hudson. 1.35 Ramsay’s Kitchen 
Nightmares USA. (R) 2.25 When Harry 
Met Meghan: A Royal Romance. The 
relationship between Meghan Markle and 
Prince Harry. (R) 3.20 Gok’s Fill Your 
House for Free. A couple whose plans to 
decorate their house were thrown into 
disarray. (R) 4.15 Best Laid Plans. (R) 

5.10 Fifteen to One. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Little Princess. 6.10 
Wissper. (R) 6.20 Poppy Cat. (R) 6.30 
Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 6.35 The Secret 
Life of Puppies. (R) 6.40 Mofy. (R) 6.45 
Simon. (R) 6.50 Peppa Pig. (R) 7.00 
Paw Patrol. (R) 7.10 Thomas & Friends. 
(R) 7.25 Fireman Sam. (R) 7.35 Oily the 
Little White Van. (R) 7.45 Rusty Rivets. 
8.00 Paw Patrol. (R) 8.15 Nella the 
Princess Knight. (R) 8.30 Noddy: 

Toyland Detective. (R) 8.50 Floogals. (R) 
9.00 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 

9.10 Shimmerand Shine. (R) 9.30 Digby 
Dragon. (R) 9.45 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.55 
Peppa Pig. (R) 10.00 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 11.00 Budgies 
Make You Laugh Out Loud. 11.55 
Penguins Make You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 

12.55 Puppies Make You Laugh Out 
Loud 2. (R) 1.55 Naughty Dogs Make 
You Laugh Out Loud. (R) 2.50 Film: Ace 
Ventura: When Nature Calls. (1995) 3.50 
5 News Update. 3.55 Film: Ace Ventura: 
When Nature Calls. (1995) Concluded. 

4.40 Film: Garfield. (2004) Family 
comedy, with the voice of Bill Murray. 

6.10 Kittens Make You Laugh Out 
Loud. Internet videos featuring 
kittens doing bizarre and 
humorous things. (R) 

7.00 Kitten’s Got Talent. Internet clips 
of cats performing physical feats 
or demonstrating lightning 
reactions, sporting and athletic 
skills, super intelligence or 
bravery. (R) 

8.00 Psycho Pussies: When Cats 

Attack. Documentary using online 
clips and personal accounts to 
explore the dangerous side of the 
domestic feline, drawing parallels 
between big cats and their tame 
cousins. (R) 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Kylie at 50: Especially For You. 

Profile of the singer, to coincide 
with the 30th anniversary of her 
debut single. The programme 
features archive footage of TV 
appearances and personal home 
videos. 

10.35 Film: Muriel’s Wedding. (1994) A 
downtrodden Abba-obsessed 
woman heads for the bright lights 
of Sydney to fulfil her dreams of 
the perfect wedding. Comedy, with 
Toni Collette, Bill Hunter and 
Rachel Griffiths. 

12.40 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. (R) 

1.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 The Yorkshire 
Vet. (R) 4.00 Naughty Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. (R) 4.45 House Doctor. 
(R) 5.10 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 BBC Young Musician 2018 Grand 
Final 9.30 History of the Future: Cars 
10.00 The Sky at Night 10.30 The 
Horizon Guide to Space Shuttles 11.30 
Britain’s Star Men: Heroes of Astronomy 

12.30 Science and Islam 1.30 Metal: 
How It Works 2.30 The Horizon Guide to 
Space Shuttles 3.30 Close 

ITV2 

11.20 You’ve Been Framed! Gold 11.55 
Celebrity Catchphrase 12.55 Film: The 
Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor 
(2008) 1.55 FYI Daily 2.00 Film: The 
Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor 
(2008) 3.00 Britain’s Got Talent 4.20 
Britain’s Got More Talent 5.20 Film: 
Despicable Me (2010) 6.20 FYI Daily 
6.25 Film: Despicable Me (2010) 7.25 
Film: Pacific Rim (2013) 8.25 FYI Daily 

8.30 Film: Pacific Rim (2013) 10.00 
Family Guy 11.25 American Dad! 12.25 
The Cleveland Show 12.50 Through the 
Keyhole 1.55 Totally Bonkers Guinness 
World Records 2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 
ITV2 Nightscreen 

ITV3 

12.30 The Royal Wives of Windsor 2.30 
AVery Royal Wedding 4.00 Prince 
Harry’s Story: Four Royal Weddings 5.00 
Agatha Christie’s Poirot 9.00 Joanna 
Lumley’s Japan 10.00 Cilia 11.00 Wire in 
the Blood 1.10 Blue Murder 2.25 
Liverpool 1 3.20 Road to Avonlea 4.55 
George and Mildred 5.50 ITV3 
Nightscreen 

ITV4 

I. 45 Film: Tobruk (1967) 2.50 FYI Daily 
2.55 Film: Tobruk (1967) 3.55 Film: 
Police Academy 3: Back in Training 
(1986) 4.55 FYI Daily 5.00 Film: Police 
Academy 3: Back in Training (1986) 5.45 
UEFA European U17 Championship Live. 
Coverage of a quarter-final match (Kick¬ 
off 6.00pm). 8.00 Sporting Funnies 8.10 
Film: Police Academy 4: Citizens on 
Patrol (1987) 9.10 FYI Daily 9.15 Film: 
Police Academy 4: Citizens on Patrol 
(1987) 10.00 Film: Ransom (1996) 

II. 10 FYI Daily 11.15 Film: Ransom 
(1996) 12.20 Film: The Keeper (2009) 

1.20 FYI Daily 1.25 Film: The Keeper 
(2009) 2.25 The Protectors 2.50 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

2.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 5.30 Young Sheldon 6.00 
The Big Bang Theory 6.30 Film: 
Battleship (2012) 9.00 Marvel’s Agents 
of SHIELD 10.00 The Inbetweeners 

11.10 The Big Bang Theory 12.05 Tattoo 
Fixers 1.10 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
2.05 Rude Tube 3.25 Hollyoaks 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Murder, She Baked: A Peach Cobbler Mystery, 
Channel 5, 3.20pm 

Amateur sleuth Hannah Swensen is plunged into a 
mystery once again after finding the dead body of one 
of the owners of a rival bakery, but this time she finds 
herself under suspicion of murder. Whodunit, starring 
Alison Sweeney. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Cradle Swapping, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Premiere. A young couple cope with the mysterious 
illness of their newborn baby, but discover the child 
they brought home is not theirs. Drama, starring 
Amanda Clayton. (2017) 

WEDNESDAY 

Maniac Mom, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Premiere. Mandy, a mother in a new town finds herself 
ostracized after her young daughter outperforms 
another woman’s daughter. Thriller, starring Jessica 
Blackmore. (2017) 



I Know What You Did Last Summer, 
Friday, BBC1, 12.25am 


THURSDAY 

Fatal Close-Up, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

Premiere. A freelance photographer is suspected of 
murder when a woman she is assigned to take photos 
of is killed. Thriller, starring Daphne Zuniga and Adam 
Huss. (2018) 

FRIDAY 

Being Blacker, BBC2,11.05pm 

Molly Dineen’s documentary about Blacker Dread, a 
Jamaican-born reggae producer, businessman, father, 
son and pillar of the community in Brixton. The film 
focuses on a tumultuous time in his life as he deals 
with the death of his mother and the prospect of his 
first prison sentence. (2018) 

I Know What You Did Last Summer, BBC1, 

12.25am 

Four teenagers accidentally run over a stranger and 
hide the body rather than inform the authorities, only 
to find themselves stalked the following year by a 
shadowy figure who takes great delight in disposing of 
them in a variety of gruesome ways. Horror, starring 
Jennifer Love Hewitt. (1997) 


Gently does it for Lee in 
his quest for justice 


H e may have played a police 
officer in Inspector George 
Gently, but in real life actor 
Lee Ingleby has managed to avoid 
seeing the inside of a court. 

The actor admits he’s never 
attended atrial, saying: “I’ve had to 
turn down jury service a couple of 
times for filming reasons. There 
was one time where they refused 
my request to not do it. And I 
thought, ‘I’m going to lose the 
acting job.’ So we had to get letters 
from the producers and so on to try 
and change their mind. Which they 
did.” 

He adds: “I think it would be 
quite interesting to be on a jury. Of 
course you never know what 
you’re going to get. But just to see 
how it all works would be 
interesting. How the barristers and 
solicitors work and all the rest of it. 

I guess every case is different.” 

However, the character he plays 
in the new four-part drama 
Innocent, which is showing on 
consecutive evenings across the 
week, has probably had enough of 
courts. Ingleby stars as 


David, who, after serving seven 
years of a life sentence for the 
murder of his wife Tara, is 
unexpectedly freed on a 
technicality. 

The verdict is good news 
for his brother Phil (Daniel 
Ryan), who has campaigned 
tirelessly on behalf of his brother. 
But it comes as a terrible blow to 
Tara’s sister Alice (Hermione 
Norris) and her husband Rob 
(Adrian Rawlins), who are unable 
to conceive and have been raising 
David’s children as their own - 
using the proceeds of Tara and 
David’s estate - and now face 
losing custody. 

Ingleby says: “As far as Alice is 
concerned, the original verdict was 
read out and that was it. It was 
proven in court that David 
murdered her sister. And that’s 
what it is. David is released on a 
technicality rather than through 
some irrefutable evidence. It must 
be very hard to come to terms with 
that from her point of view.” 

It’s also tough on his kids: “As far 
as his children are concerned, they 


only know he was convicted of 
killing their mother. She is no 
longer around and that’s because 
of their father. That’s the story and 
the life they have been leading. 

“David’s children have been 
getting used to normality in their 
lives with new guardians after the 
trauma of losing their mother. 
Having been young when he was 
jailed, their father now appears as 
this stranger with a story they can’t 
process.” 

Then there’s Dl Will Beech 
(Nigel Lindsay), who was the 
original investigating officer and 
resents the implication that he got 
it wrong. He’s been suspended 
from the new investigation and 
replaced by Dl Cathy Hudson 
(Angel Coulby) - which is 
awkward, as they are secretly in a 
relationship. And why does Dr Tom 
Wilson (Elliot Cowan) seem 
troubled by David’s release? 

But the biggest question remains 
- is David really the innocent victim 
of a terrible miscarriage of justice, 
or does he deserve to be behind 
bars? 



Lee Ingleby and Hermione Norris star in Innocent, Monday, ITV, 9pm 


BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Back to the Land with Kate Humble 
BBC2, 7pm 

The broadcaster chats to a father and son team 
who own the first caviar farm in the UK that 
harvests sturgeon eggs ethically and humanely, and 
who are embarking on their own breeding 
programme that could make or break the business. 
Kate also meets a family who have diversified into 
growing hemp on an industrial scale and even built 
their farm house with it, before visiting a woman 
who crafts Whitby jet in its raw form, then polishes, 
shapes and works it into silver and gold jewellery 
which she smiths herself. 

TUESDAY 

Manchester Terror Attack: In Their Own 
Words 

Channel 5,10pm 

On May 22, 2017, an audience of 14,200 - the 
majority of them young girls - watched the pop 
singer Ariana Grande perform at Manchester Arena. 
The show finished at 10.30pm and as the fans left 
the arena, a terrorist bomb detonated, killing 22 
people and injuring more than 240. The attack 
shocked the world (Grande and a host of 
international stars would return to Manchester the 
following month for a benefit concert) and now, one 


year on, some of the people who were caught up in 
the tragedy share their stories. The documentary 
hears not just from those injured, but also their 
families and the investigating officers, as the reveal 
how their lives have changed since that night. The 
BBC will also be remembering the tragedy with the 
documentary Manchester Bomb: Our Story at 
10.45pm. 

WEDNESDAY 
Love in the Countryside 
BBC2, 9pm 

This time, 28-year-old equine vet Heather 
and 33-year-old cattle and sheep farmer 
Christine’s dates arrive to sample rural life. 

Christine throws her two dates Joe and 
Josh straight in at the deep end with 
some particularly sensitive work, 
while the competition to win over 
vet Heather gets serious 
between her three chosen 
singletons. Elsewhere, Yorkshire 
dairy farmer Pete gets to spend 
some quality one on one time 
with each of his dates, and 
emotions run high when he 
finally reveals who he can see 
a future with. 


THURSDAY 
Humans 
Channel 4, 9pm 

Sky Atlantic’s Westworld isn’t the only robot 
uprising on our screens - this homegrown series is 
also back for a third series. It’s a year since the 

dawn of consciousness, and it seems that 
humanity currently has the upper hand 
as the oppressed Synths are struggling 
to survive. Max (Ivanno Jeremiah), Mia 
(Gemma Chan) and Flash (Ritu Arya) 
are living in a designated synth area 
known as the Railyard, while trying to 
reach an uneasy peace with the 
humans - and caring for the comatose 
Leo (Colin Morgan). Meanwhile, 
Laura (Katherine Parkinson) 
is campaigning for synth 
rights, while Joe (Tom 
\ Goodman) has opted for 
a technology-free life 
and Niska (Emily 
Berrington) has 
withdrawn from the 
struggle to pass 
herself off as human. 
However, when 
cracks appear in 


the Synth community, it seems as if everyone will 
have to fight for their survival. 

FRIDAY 

The Royal Wedding: They’re Getting Married 
in the Morning 
BBC1,7pm 

We don’t know if you’ve heard, but there’s going to 
be a royal wedding tomorrow. The BBC is certainly 
excited as they bring us the latest news ahead of 
the ceremony, which will see American actress and 
humanitarian Meghan Markle marry Prince Harry. 
The presenters hear from some of the people who 
are playing key roles, finding out about their own 
preparations for the occasion. A team of reporters 
around the venue will also be on hand with 
updates, as crowds start to gather to claim the best 
vantage points. 

The Bridge 
BBC2, 9pm 

Saga wants to return to work following her traumatic 
assault, but while Henrik wants to have her on the 
investigation, Lillian takes some convincing. Saga 
remains obsessed with finding Henrik’s daughters, 
while he wonders if he will have to give in to the 
idea that they are no longer alive in order to finally 
move on. 



TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! YOU’VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The Electronic roller-door is possibly the most popular garage door by a mile. There are 
obvious reasons why; space saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list 
goes on... Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, We are possibly the best in 
the UK - by a mile!! We are one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with 
us you will save yourselves ££££s 
for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY 


INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 

PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality electric operated rolling 
garage door 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space saving, giving 
you extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller garage doors, absolute top quality 
garage door, for lower than 
UK high street DIY retailer 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 

CALL NOW 01376 571778 

www.roller-shutter-doors-uk.com 



*STAR CLUTCHES LTD &★ 

• REPAIR CENTRE *. 

A ^ ★ IA 

(MMBCES HKDGD Q1]®®00 

REPAIRS TO ALL MAKES OF VEHICLES 

• MECHANICAL REPAIRS • GEARBOXES 

• MOT • BRAKES 

• CLUTCHES • WELDING 

• GENERAL SERVICING • DIAGNOSTICS 
Competitive Reliable. All work Guaranteed 

163 Great Bridge Street B70 ODJ 

0121 572 1253 \jt 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedro oms LTD 

Friendly advise 
from a family run 
business with 35 
years experience. 
We offer a full 
range of services 
from free quote 
and design to 
installation central 
heating, building 
work, plastering 
and tiling 

Call or visit today. 

45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 505 3334 1 

www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com /safe I 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-4.00pm 
Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-1.00pm 



Window and Door Repairs 



Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 

Handies, hinges and locks ■ repaired or replaced • INSURANCE WORK - NO PROBLEM 

Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 



Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PRICES!!! 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 


01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


@ Collyer & McBride 

We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 
Funerals From Funerals From £1295 
Plus Crematorium Fee (T s & c s A PP i y ) 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 
24 Hour Service 
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BRAIN GYM 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you 



1 

14 

N 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

o 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Look round for a 
way to throw a fight 
(4,5) 

8. He holds a round 
gardening tool (3) 

9. Valiant but open 
to still further 
suspicion? (11) 

11. Point behind the 
ship towards the 
sunrise (7) 

12. The Irish lost more 
than half of 
them (5) 

13. This state is too 
good to be true (6) 

15. How one should 
march on foot (6) 

17. It’s socially 
acceptable in 
workers - relatively 
speaking (5) 

18. They have to 
knock inside for 
treatment (7) 

20. Frozen to the core 
(4-7) 

22. It’s frequently 
poetical (3) 

23. Their charges will 
be small (9) 


Down 

2. We start with a 
feeling of wonder (3) 

3. An inspiration to 
entertain (5) 

4. Displaced unit go 
for a trip (6) 

5. Ant-bite upsets the 
foreigner (7) 

6. Most actors 
probably hope 
for it (3,4,4) 

7. A mundane 
subject (9) 

10. Breaks off an 
engagement? (11) 

11. Children are given it 
in different forms (9) 

14. Specifically used by 
diabetics (7) 

16. He’s mastered the 
art of eating out (6) 
19. Make sure your slip 
isn’t showing! (5) 

21. Everything started 
with her (3) 



Across Down 


1. Powerlessness (9) 

2. Male (3) 

8. Possess (3) 

3. Attempted (5) 

9. Leaning (11) 

4. Closer (6) 

11. Shorten (7) 

5. Incident (7) 

12. Smell (5) 

6. Make firm (11) 

13. Multitudes (6) 

7. Meddle (9) 

15. Contrivance (6) 

10. Confirm (11) 

17. Reel (5) 

11. Coming to power (9) 

18. Misconception (7) 

14. Transfer (7) 

20. Promotion (11) 

16. Recompense (6) 

22. Revealed (3) 

19. Ledge (5) 

23. In repose (9) 

21. Zero (3) 


Sudoku 
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LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 

8|4|5|6|9|7|1|2|3 

Tiririririr 

6921 38754 

73821 5469 

25976431 8 

T 6 4 ITlTirir 7 2 

~ 8 6 If——— 3 7 

91 7823645 

^ it it ^ iririr 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Spaces; 8 Bureau; 10 Untried; 
11 Taper; 12 Edam; 13 Staid; 17 Liars; 18 Keen; 

22 Limit; 23 Avarice; 24 Vacant; 25 Punnet. 

Down: 1 Assumes; 2 Partial; 3 Relic; 4 Sustain; 

5 Deeps; 6 Outre; 9 Editorial; 14 Distant; 15 Designs; 
16 Invents; 19 Slave; 20 Smack; 21 Vague. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Choose; 8 Arbour; 10 Include; 

11 Vaunt; 12 Vast; 13 Score; 17 Hurry; 18 Lone; 

22 Loose; 23 Abridge; 24 Fasten; 25 Aspect. Down: 
1 Achieve; 2 Concise; 3 Issue; 4 Bravery; 5 Rogue; 

6 Trite; 9 Mercurial; 14 Quieten; 15 Soldier; 

16 Beneath; 19 Cleft; 20 Rouse; 21 Trust. 


Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


r 


Quiz 


1. 

2 . 


3. 


VL 


In which county is the ship-burial site 
Sutton Hoo? 

What is the edible fruit of the bush Ribes 
uva-crispa? 

Which English bridge was the world’s 
longest single-span suspension bridge 
when completed in 1980? 

Which Crazy Gang member was born 
Robert Winthrop? 

Where, in Norse mythology, did the 


principal gods live? 

6. Tony Blair’s wife Cherie is the daughter of 
which actor? 

7. Which town is the headquarters of the UK 
Civil Service Commission? 

8. Which bird’s ancient name was ouzel or 
ousel? 

9. What is the capital of Italy’s Lazio region? 

10. Of which branch of biology was Gregor 
Mendel a founder? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Ulysses; 2 Rockies; 3 Pulp Fiction; 
4 Rhode Island; 5 Zoroastrianism; 6 Chris 
Eubank; 7 The Derby; 8 United Artists; 9 
Stretford; 10 Gregory Peck. 

Niner: DEPORTING 


Niner 


A 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


154679 gives delicate, 

341189 gives delicate, 

3462 gives delicate. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 





STAND OUT 
FROM YOUR 
RIVALS 


Advertise your business 

on the Express & Star website 

www.expressandstar.com 


MNA 


To find out how you can benefit call 
MNA Digital on 01902 319730 
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enty of fun - left, right and Center 


IT was a random song to teach a two-year- 
old child, and - with a slight tweak - it 
seemed entirely fitting of the occasion. 

At least it gave us some welcome relief from Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star. As I whizzed round the cycle 
paths of Woburn Center Parcs on two wheels with 
my daughter sat inside the trailer in tow, she belted 
out ‘back in the wagon again’ to the tune of cowboy 
entertainer Gene Autry’s Back in the Saddle Again. For 
her ‘the wagon’ was one of the holiday highlight. 

However, there were many others during our four- 
night break at Center Parcs’s newest site. It opened in 
June 2014 and still feels dazzlingly new; our Woodland 
Lodge was so immaculate it felt as if we were its first 
occupants. We holidayed with friends, another family of 
three, and despite having two energetic toddlers there 
was loads of room for them to play. 


LUXURIOUS 

With luxurious fixtures and fittings, and kitchen 
boasting integrated appliances, it’s a real home-from- 
home. Each of the UK’s five Center Parcs sites is set 
amongst hundreds of acres of natural woodland with 
top quality accommodation, facilities and activities 
appointed sympathetically to the environment. Lodges 
vary from standard Woodland Lodges to the uber- 
luxurious Treetops (opening at Woburn this September) 
however, with all you’re in for a treat. 

On arrival we were greeted with a welcome grocery 
pack with essentials for our stay, such as eggs, bacon, 
bread and milk as well as treats. And while the kitchen 
provided the perfect cooking environment, the lure of 
the onsite restaurants was too great. With branches of 
Las Iguanas, Cafe Rouge, Strada and Starbucks, plus 
a host of others, we were spoiled for choice and ate 
out frequently. We enjoyed delicious meals in family- 



Restaurants overlook the 
beautiful lakeside 


Activities for all - even for 
the smallest guests 


friendly environments; Strada has a lovely soft play area 
which I couldn’t drag my little one away from meanwhile 
Las Iguanas had a dinky room with interactive games 
suitable for tots. As well as eating our way around the 
complex, we managed to factor in lots of activities too. 

Hiring bikes - or taking your own - is a must to enjoy 
the breathtaking landscape, as well as easily reach the 
site’s vast facilities. A large lake - home to a variety of 
watersports such as kayaking, paddle boarding and 
pedaloes - is at the heart of the site. It proved a popular 
spot for our little ones who could feed the ducks and 


play on the woodland playground. Daily trips to the 
Subtropical Swimming Paradise were top of the agenda 
as the children loved it - almost as much as the adults. 
The vast indoor pool area is home to a lazy river, 
shallower children’s area with water spouts and gentle 
slides, outside wild water rapids and chutes. 

There are family-sized cabanas if you want to treat 
yourself to some private relaxation space, and two 
cafes if hunger strikes. The thrilling water rides were 
spectacular; Tropical Cyclone proving particularly 
memorable. Equally thrilling was our encounter with the 


baby owls up at the falconry in which an experienced 
member of staff introduced us to some of the smaller 
birds of prey. 

If that’s not your cup of tea, then there are more than 
200 other activities to try out from pottery painting and 
paintballing to cupcake decorating and quad biking. As 
a break from the mayhem of holidaying with toddlers we 
all took time out in Aqua Sana, the fabulous onsite spa. 

After four fabulous nights it really won’t be long before 
we’re returning - and we’re back in the wagon again . . . 

EMILY BRIDGEWATER 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

V* 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Zero Gravity Recliners And Cantilever Parasols 


From only £59.99 
plus £4.95 P&P 


There’s nothing like relaxing in the summer sun, and 
now you can do so in complete comfort with our 
great range of garden essentials. The open-weave 
design of the recliner chair, combined with the head 
rest, provides perfect hammock-like comfort and the 
locks on the wooden arms allow you to secure the 
chair in place while you relax. Measuring L182 x W65 
x H113cm, it folds down to L93 x W68 x H16cm. 

The UV and rain resistant cantilever parasol is 
freestanding and can be weighted down to decking, 
patios or lawns with paving slabs or with our four- 
piece base. Easily fill the base with water or sand. 
Also available is a matching side table L51.5 x W51.5 
x H50cm with recessed cup holders. 

Zero gravity reclining chair £59.99 Was £99.99 

Save £40 Buy any two for £99.99 

Side table £9.99 Was £29.99 Save £20 

Cantilever parasol £69.99 Was £129.99 Save £60 

D8404 Carry bag £4.99 

G2307 Parasol base £59.99 

D7248 Parasol cover £9.99 


Green 

D5970 Reclining chair 
D8300 Table 
D5967 Parasol 



Grey 

D5972 Reclining chair 
G0585 Parasol 


Cream 

D8480 Reclining chair 
D9492 Table 
D5968 Parasol 


Navy 

D5971 Reclining chair 
D8301 Table 
D8251 Parasol 



Red 

D8294 Reclining chair 
D8303 Table 
G0587 Parasol 


VIDEO fS 

AVAILABLE ONLINE 




Gazebo Party Tents 


From only £59.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Perfect for birthdays, weddings and barbecues or to provide extra space at garden parties. The durable steel 
frame supports a rain proof polyethylene cover and the six panel design includes four windows and two end 
walls. Each panel is secured using Velcro fasteners for simple assembly. Supplied with eyelets, guy ropes and 
ground pegs for extra stability in windier weather. Measures L600 x W300 x H260cm when fully assembled. Also 
available is a compact version featuring two window panels, one plain panel and an entrance section. Measures 
L300 x W300 x H250cm. 

G2764 6m x 3m Party Tent £99.99 Was £149.99 
G2763 3m x 3m Party Tent £59.99 Was £99.99 



Only £49.99 
plus £4.95 P&P 


Barrel Water Feature and Planter 


This self-contained water feature 
and planter has the appearance 
of a traditional oak barrel and 
cast iron pump, however being 
manufactured from UV-stabilised 
polyurethane gives the advantage 
of being lightweight (when 
empty) and completely weather- 
resistant, so it won’t rot or rust. It 
features a water reservoir in the 
top with a submersible pump to 
circulate the water when 
powered, along with a 40cm wide 
planter in the base. Supplied with 
BS approved mains powered 
pump and 10m of heavy duty 
outdoor cable. Measures H88 x 
D40.5cm. Some home assembly 
required. 

D7649 Barrel Water Feature 
and Planter 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011 

*Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 


Quote 83201 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 29th January - 29th April 2018. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 

I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (83201), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

. Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode_ 

1 Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

l I enclose my cheque/POmade payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_ Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa EH Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

: i i i i irrmi i i i in i i 11 i i i sm/m a?m/m a rm 

“Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
1 Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
1 Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 


POSTAGE CHARGES - Please insert as applicable 

Standard 

P&P 

Northern Ireland, Isle of Man, 
Highlands & Islands, BFPO 

Channel Islands, 
Scilly Isles & Ere 

Items maiked 

Items marked 

Items marked 

£4.95 

£6.95 

£10.95 

£6.95** 

£9.95** 

£24.95** 


POSTAGE 

TOTAL 


**Due to product weight and courier limitations we 
are unable to deliver outside mainland UK, to Scot¬ 
tish Highlands, Isles or BFPO addresses. 


Express & International 
Deliveries from £6.45 


For customers ordering via the internet or telephone we offer a range of express and 
international delivery services. Please order online or telephone to use these services. 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Modern home in 
a quiet location 
ready to move into 

In a modern, quiet location, and coming with two 
driveways and a garage, this three-bedroomed 
end of terrace house in Pel Crescent, Oldbury, 
is for sale through loveyourpostcode.com at 
£179,950. 

Being ready to move into, viewings of this 
deceptively spacious home are being highly 
recommended. 

Accessed from the driveway, the entrance hallway 
has wooden flooring, stairs off to the first floor and a 
WC off. 

The generously sized lounge has double doors 
leading to the garden. There is ample room and the 
space can easily accommodate two large sofas, still 
with room to spare. 

Positioned to the front of the house is the modern 
kitchen which has space to accommodate a small 
table. In keeping with the rest of the home the kitchen 
has a modern finish. 

To the first floor and from the light and airy landing 
is the master bedroom which overlooks the rear 
garden, and comes with an en-suite shower room. 

The second bedroom is another good sized double 
and the final bedroom is a single one. 

The family bathroom completes this floor. It is fitted 
with a clean white suite including a shower over the 
bath. Outside, the rear garden is mainly laid to lawn, 
and there is also access at the top of the garden to 
the rear driveway and garage. To the front there is a 
further driveway with side access to the rear. 

Within it’s quiet position in the modern development 
this corner plot has two parking spaces - one to the 
front and one to the side. 

The area of Oldbury is popular for both families and 
working professionals alike. The commuting links to 
Birmingham City Centre and M5/M6 are within a few 
minutes’ drive and local amenities of the town centre 
have everything that you need. The picturesque 
Smethwick West Park is just a short walk away. 

loveyourpostcode.com opened its first estate 
agency in 2007 and has gone on to create a modern 
award-winning approach to selling, renting and 
managing thousands of properties each year. 


OLDBURY £179,950 



YOU DESERVE MORE 



i 


.PsH«m,n„ 8 &VEYOUR' 


Buv Sell j in' 


/ 


loveyourpostcode.conT 0121 544 9595 0800 862 0870 
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Four-bed residence 
with large gardens 


TIPTON 

£ 379,999 


An exceptional family home, Beulah in Clarkes 
Grove, Tipton, is for sale through Connells estate 
agents at £379,999 with no chain. 

Previous planning permission was granted for an 
extra three properties on the site. 

It has an entrance hall, a downstairs bathroom, a 
lounge, a dining area, a kitchen with a gas oven with 
an electric hob and a cooker hood, plumbing for a 
washing machine and a door to the side. There is 
also a conservatory and a downstairs bedroom with 
an en-suite. 

Upstairs are three bedrooms and a shower room. 

To book that important viewing, call Connells on 
01384 214 770. 



Three-bed 
ideal family 
home is in a 
popular spot 

ROWLEY REGIS 
£ 209,950 «< 


An ideal family home, this 
three bedroomed detached 
property in Queens Drive, 
Rowley Regis, is for sale 
through Tom Giles Estate 
Agents at £209,950 with no 
chain. 

With majority gas central 
heating and double glazing, 
it has a porch, entrance 
hall with an under-stairs 
storage cupboard, a lounge, 
dining room, kitchen and 
conservatory, three bedrooms 
and a bathroom, a garage and 
off-road parking. There is also 
an established private garden 
at the rear. 

The home stands set back 
from the roadside behind a 
tarmacadamed driveway with 
parking for two/three vehicles. 

In a popular residential 
location, this home is within 
walking distance of shopping 
facilities at Whiteheath. 

For further information, or to 
book a viewing, contact Tom 
Giles on 0121 552 6171. 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www.cottons.co.uk 



27 CECIL STREET, THE BUTTS, WALSALL 
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13 HANDSWORTH NEW ROAD, BIRMINGHAM 



73 GREAT BRIDGE, TIPTON 



Forthcoming 
Auction 


40 LOTS INCLUDED 

For full details of our lots available,'oT 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


THURSDAY 24TH MAY 2018 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your 
No Obligation Appraisal 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 



75 STANMORE ROAD, EDGBASTON 



115 LYDE GREEN, HALESOWEN LAND OLDBURY DRIVE ’ FLAT 3 ’ 79 F0UNTAIN R0AD > EDGBASTON 15 CHURCHFIELDS ROAD, WEDNESBURY 
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Spacious and well 
presented property 

SMETHWICK 

£ 369,995 


This spacious five-bedroomed family home in Burn 
Close, Smethwick, is well presented throughout. 

It is for sale through Connells Estate Agents at 
£369,995. It has two garages, a large rear garden and 
a private driveway, downstairs WC, dining room, a 
lounge, second reception room, kitchen and a front 
garden. The entrance hall has a downstairs WC off. The 
lounge has sliding doors from the entrance hall. The 
second reception room has windows to the front. 

The dining room has sliding doors from the lounge 
and a patio door. The kitchen has a gas oven and a gas 
hob with a cooker-hood, a dish-washer, fridge freezer, 
under-stairs storage and a door to the two garages. Of 
the five bedrooms, one has an en-suite. 

To book a viewing, call Connells on 0121 212 0800. 



Well presented 
and extended 
three-bed 
semi-detached 


TIPTON 

£ 179,950 «< 


Skitts estate agents are 
delighted to present this well 
presented and extended 
three bed semi-detached 
house for sale located on the 
popular ‘Standeridge Park’ 
estate in Tipton. 

This home in Standbridge 
Way is for sale through the 
selling agents at £179,950. 

This spacious residence is a 
short distance away from local 
schools, amenities and travel 
links such as A41, A4123, M6 & 
M5 which are all within a short 
drive from the property. 

The accommodation briefly 
comprises of a lounge, dining 
room, kitchen, downstairs WC, 
three bedrooms, a shower 
room, a garage, a block paved 
driveway and a rear garden. 

For details, or to book that all 
important viewing to see if this 
is the ideal next home for you, 
contact Skitts estate agents on 
0121 520 2255. 


01 auctions 23RD MAY 2018 

EMd Aston Villa Football Ground 

bigwood Starting at 10:00am 

AUCTION 

RECORD-BREAKING 172 LOTS To include properties on behalf of: 1* Jl_ 

* ^ 1 # mm kwlll Plus properties on behalf of Receivers/Housing Associations 



108 Vicarage Road, Wednesbury 
3 Bed End Terraced House 

Guide: £39,000-£44,000 (plus fees) 



5 Wolseley Road, West Bromwich 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £49,000-£54,000 (plus fees) 



19 Brindley Road, West Bromwich 

3 Bed Semi Detached House 

Guide: £59,000-£64,000 
(plus fees) 


I A 



6 Oakwood St, West Bromwich 

3 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £40,000+ (plus fees) 



17 Bayford Avenue, Northfield 

3 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £55,000+ (plus fees) 



24 Lingfield Court, Great Barr 

3 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £29,000-£34,000 
(plus fees) 



10 Beeton Road, Winson Green 

3 Bed Mid Terraced House 

Guide: £40,000+ (plus fees) 


1224 Bristol Rd South, Northfield 

3 Bed Extended 
Semi Detached House 

Guide: £85,000+ (plus fees) 


93 Creed Way, West Bromwich 

Residential Investment Property 
Current Gross Income: £6,600 pa. 

Guide: £60,000+ (plus fees) 


Flat 29 West Point, Edgbaston 

Residential Investment Property 
Current Gross Income: £7,140 pa. 

Guide: £35,000-£45,000 
(plus fees) 


Vacant Residential Properties, Residential Investments, Vacant Commercial Properties, Commercial Investments, Land/Development Opportunities, Garages & Ground Rents 

(C) 0121 233 5046 @ www.sdlauctions.co.uk ^ @SDLA_Bigwood 


Each property is subject to a Reserve Price which would ordinarily be within + or - 10% of the quoted Guide Price. Therefore the property may not be able to be purchased at the quoted Guide Price. Both Guide and Reserve Prices can be subject to 
change up to and including the day of the auction. For a full explanation go to www.sdlauctions.co.uk/glossary. All Guide Prices are subject to additional non-optional fees, including the buyers administration fee. For the Energy Performance Rating of 
each property please refer to the legal pack, our catalogue or website. Please contact our office for further details or advice. 


































Aeriels 


Carpets 


Garage Doors 


MATT WALTERS 
DIGITAL AERIALS 

your LOCAL Aerial/Satellite specialist 
Aerials - Satellite Dishes Fitted From £65 
ANY LIKE FOR LIKE ^ 
QUOTATION BEATEN 
Senior Citizen Discounts 
I 2 Year Guarantee I 

Digital Aerials/Freeview/Freesat 
SKY HD/ SKY+/MULTIROOM 
SKY Q specialist 

• Free Quotation • Repairs • Free Call Out 

• Same Day service • Freeview Specialist 


£10 OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


Mobile: 07853 253176 


Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite 

WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR LIKE QUOTE 

AERIALS £65-SATELLITE £80 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 

Friendly, reliable sen/ice 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


HUNTER BUILD* 

* Kitchen and Bathroom Specialist * UPVC Windows and Doors 
‘Fascia and Sols* Plastering and Tiling 

* Complete House Renovations * Family Run Business 

For quote 

07752506695 I 01215567203 


Carpentry 



External UPVC and composite doors 

also available 

Opening 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 

Hours 

Unit 44, Pleck Road, Walsall WS2 9XX 

Mon-Fri 

10am - 5pm 

01922 623151 or 07810 122133 

Sat 

10am - 2pm 

www.simplydoorswalsall.co.uk 




We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 


3 Seater Sofa Divan Beds and 
only Mattresses 

£399 ,rom on| V 
£72 


Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


J. J. Digital Aerials „ 

Installation nf Dinital Fraaviaw & Satellite m 


UP TO i VZXS, 


Check out our video and 5 star reviews on T] 
We cover all areas WWW.ablecarpetS.CO.uk 



0121 S88 7116 

West Brom, Walsall 
Wednesbury 


0121 530 3633 

Tipton, Oldbury 
Smethwick 


01902 880541 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley, W’ton 


Decorating 


Cc our 'one 

Interior & exterior pai nting 
and decorating ^^4 * 

• Special rates for OAPs - 

• 25 years experience iff 

• Fully insured J 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


Simply Doors Walsall 

Internal & External Door Suppliers & Fitters 


6 internal 
pre-finished doors 
fully fitted for 

£450 

complete with handles 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 

Over 25 years experience 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
for woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Estover 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 

www.cleancarehalesowen.co.uk 


Electricians 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 

• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 

FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 
07766 105131 
Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
www.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


ELECTRIC 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


Driveways 


m 


Lawley & Son 

DRIVEWAYS 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

• Patios 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 

Professional quality work at 
competitive prices iini 

All work undertaken ■ - 


CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 

0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 or 07376 612163 



No maintenance 
Non-sinking • Block paving 
and Tarmac 
Digger Grab Hire 

Various patterns and colours available 
Re-sealing service available 

Free Quotes 
Tel: 0121 574 0596 
Mobile: 07967 657539 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 



L M S 

GARAGE DOORS 

All types of doorjsl 
supplied and fitttjm 

Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 

For a free survey and 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707 


Gardening 


Electricians 


REWIRING EXPERTS.co.uk 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 


For a high quality 
local service call: 

0121 3690311 



ROWAN 


TREE AND GARDEN SERVICES 

• Tree Surgeon Specialist • Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped • Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting • Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation quotation 

WWW.ROWANGROUP.CO.UK 
01384 213644 or 
07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, ptjt] a 
N.P.T.C. qualified, Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) 

All staff C.R.B. Certified rHCB3 




TURF-SUPPLIED & LAID 

• Fencing 

• Turfing ALL AREAS TaI*0191 

• Slabbing COVERED 531 5295 

• Ornamental Gravel NO JoU TOO Small 

• Driveways/Patios FREE 07866 

ESTIMATES 623841 
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Sandwell Chronicle 


Gardening 


Plumbing 


Roofing 


Rubbish Removal 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 
• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121-601-8034 
07833-312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 



Sandwell 


✓ Lawn cutting regular or 1 off. 

✓ Lawn weed & feed treatment 

✓ New lawn laid 

✓ Small/Medium hedges pruned 

✓ Weeds sprayed on hard surfaces 

✓ Overgrown gardens cleared. 

✓ Fence panels / decking & sheds painted 

✓ Rubbish Removals 

✓ Pressure washing driveways & patios 

✓ Window Cleaning 

Mobile 07908 012267 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 

Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2361 


Mobile Hairdresser 


■mobile™ 

HAIRDRESSER 

Cuts, Colours, Perms et< 

Call Lyndsey 07795 514858 


Plastering 


@1 


U S E H O L D 

IVI B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs ^est 
c Supply and fit or fit only ^ 1994 


TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 y 
V.—www.household-plumbing.co.uk 


Plumbing & Heating 



MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


til Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852150057 






IXtetlftTIg] <& IJ^JrTTTTfyfhTg] 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS 

Free Quotation 

07961 140885 


KEN 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 645 
0121 557 5958 



Property Maintenance 


CJLPIasteriig 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


*^07538 718264 


W.H. SERVICES 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

* Fitted Kitchens ★ Damp Proofing 
★ Fitted bathrooms ★ Tiling (wall and floor) ★ Flooring 
* Complete House Renovation 

★ Flat Roofs ★ Plastering 

* Painting & Decorating 
* Plumbing / emergencies 

★ Building work 

All work guaranteed 
For a FREE quote call 
Wayne on: 

Tel: 0121 556 5294 Mobile: 07817 727261 




Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


Tom Corbett Roofing Services 


Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate S. Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement 8, Cleaning 





Upholstery 


RE-UPHOLSTERY SERVICES 

Specialists in Re-upholstery, Repairs and Antiques 


A1 Little Job Man _ 

(Part of the Imperial Residential Group) nm 

lfv> Over 35 years experience 

• Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


ELIiliElRQfeTiTcSi 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eli-teplas-ticsupvc.co.uk 



EST. 

SINCE 1992 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH IR 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs NO PROBLEM ft- 

We load, No Skips, Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, Garage, Fridges, White Goods, 
House Clearances, Furniture 

0121 500 6033 

07938 207122 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich 



Skip Hire 


RUSSELL SKIPS 


MINI/MIDI 
SKIPS^ 

( 0121 ) 520 3388 
07721 387990 


A.J.B. Waste Management 


Try us for a FREE no obligation quotation 

FOR A CHEAP RUBBISH REMOVAL 6 DAYS 

Small Jobs NOT A PROBLEM 
We load, No Skips, Free quotation 

GARDEN, HOUSEHOLD, SHED, GARAGE, 

WHITE GOODS, HOUSE CLEARANCES FURNITURE. 

You can also bring your own waste 
to our fully licensed transfer station ~ 

CALL TODAY AND LETS TALK RUBBISH 


Tel 0121520 7731 “ 


















































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


Funeral Directors 


Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 


• Est, 1907 
» 24 hour service 


G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 


44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 


Dignity' 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 


Family 




COLLAPSIBLE PRIDE 
MOBILITY SCOOTER 

As new. With dashboard cover, 
basket and detachable bag. 

£300. 

FOLDABLE WHEELCHAIR. 

As new. £35. 

07961 545698. 


MOBILITY EQUIPMENT REPAIRS 

Stairlifts, Scooters, Wheelchairs 
and Batteries: Call 0121 522 3311. 


Leisure 

Time 


WANTED SMALL 2 BERTH 
CARAVAN 

to be towed by Suzuki Jimny 
4x4, 1300cc. 

Pay around £600-800. 
07866 407209. 01543 375409. 


Oi 


A BEAUTIFUL PARK NR LUDLOW 

35x12 caravans from £10,000.Gym 
Par 3 golf, bowls, why go further? 
www.bcpark.co.uk 01584823433. 


ACE JUBILEE 

Aristocrat touring caravan, 
2007, 4 berth, fixed bed. 
Awning and porch awning 
approx 20ft. Many extras, no 
damp. 

£5,500 ono 
07786 903655. 


BAILEY PAGEANT 
MONARCH 

2007, series 6, 2 berth c/w 
motor mover. 
Serviced annually. 

£5,500 

01922 866269. 


CARAVAN for sale, North Wales, 
must go, fees paid till 2019. Quick 
sale, mint condition. 07590 124226. 


HOLIDAY HOME 
FOR SALE 

2012 ABI Ambleside 2 bedroom 
luxurious and spacious model 
£33,995 on an immaculate & family 
friendly 5 star park in the breath 
taking location of historic Harlech 
with spectacular beaches, castle 
and golf course minutes away 
www.minydonpark.co.uk 
call Jayne or Carl 01766 780286 


Holiday Home for sale -2017 
Willerby Wrekin 

BRAND NEW Limited edition, enhanced 
features £28,995 on a stunning 5 star park 
in The Welsh Marches set above the River 
Severn with private fishing & stunning 
Bowling Pavilion Nr. Shrewsbury. 

Will appeal to retired people & couples. 
Call Ron or Margaret 
01743 885080 
www.sevenoakspark.co.uk 


CHURCH FETE 

Saturday, May 12. 
10am-12noon 
£1 admission includes tea, 
coffee and biscuits. 
Large plant stall, books, brie a 
brae, homemade cakes. 
Broadway United Reformed 
Church 

Broadway North 
Walsall, WS5 3PH 

All proceeds to Christian Aid. 


JUMBLE SALE AND 
BRIC A BRAC 
Saturday, May 12 at 
12 noon. 

St Mark's Church Hall 
Ocker Hill Road 
DY4OUT 


JUMBLE SALE 

Sacred Heart Holy Souls 
Church Hall, 
Victoria Road, 
Tipton, 

DY4 8SN. 
Saturday, May 12 
12 noon 

Admission 30p 
Everybody welcome. 


Freei 


IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 

To sell items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


holidays 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 


Holidays Abroad 


Yorkshire 


YORKSHIRE DALES 


Meadow Holidays 
Country Cottages / Suites in Wensleydale 


Weeks from £209 per couple 
“Weekends just £99 per couple 

Families Welcome 

Walk in scenic countryside by waterfalls or 
visit historic market towns with friendly Inns 


Brochure (24hrs) 01969 624145 

email: rita@meadowholidays.com 
www.meadowholidays.com 



Massage 


Mobile deep tissue 
aromatherapy massage 
treatment by 
qualified therapist 

By appointment 07437 569187 




Home & 
Services 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£17 each (inevat) 
WS32BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 

or 01922 712184 




Supply and Fit or DIY 

Credit cards taken •" 

WS32BQ 


01922 712184 


C B SHEDS 
& FENCING 

We supply & fit. Free quotes. 

Call: 01922 720270 

We also supply sleepers and decking 


SHEDS NOW 

Quality Garden Buildings 
Made to Measure at Competi¬ 
tive prices 


Sheds * Summerhouses * 
Planters * Arbours and more.. 

Now at Swan Pit, Gnosall, 


Stafford ST20 OEE 

www.shedsnow.co.uk 

0800 698 0093 


AMAIIND HOLIDAYS 
at the LOWEST PRICES 


All 

HOTELS 
HAVE 
PDOLS 
ARE NEAR 


THE 

(COSH BRAVA • BISNtVlAHB PARIS) S s 



COSTA BRAVA DISNEY PARIS 

10 DAYS/7 NIGHTS 2 or3 NIGHTS 
ALL INCLUSIVE R00M0NLY 

FROM I 


1229 "1194 

PER ADULT PER ADULT 

PRICES INCLUDE COACH TRAVEL & CHANNEL CROSSING. 

PICK UP POINTS NATIONWIDE, DEPARTURES FROM JUNE TO DECEMBER . 


AND 

BARS 


m 


£5 






4*+t 
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IN LIQUIDATION 

EVERYTHING MUST GO 


All Fashion Beds - Sleigh Beds, Metal, Iron and Ottoman Beds 

jp^s] UPT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDTT (=) 


Over 1000 Mattresses in stock whether its Budgets, Orthopaedic, Memory 
Foam or Pocket Sprung. We are your One Stop Bed Shop - We manufacture 
every conceivable mattress at the lowest factory direct prices - Cheap Junior 
Matts from £29.00 - Medium quality matts from £39.00 - Ortho and Memory 
Foam from £59.00 - Complete Divan Beds from £79.00 - Fashion & Bunk 
Beds in designer metal and wood. Ottoman Storage and Drawer Divans - You 
name it we have got it at the right price made to measure sizes and special 
requests a speciality. Factory Shop open 7 days major credit cards welcome 


LEATHER & FABRIC RECLINER 
CHAIRS UPTO 70% OFF 
DISPLAY MODELS 
EG GUVNOR 
RECLINERIN 



WAS £999 

NOW £299 



100’S OF LEATHER & FABRIC SOFAS, CORNER SUITES 
AND RECLINER SUITES - MANY HALF PRICE 
Open Everyday 10am-5,30pm OPEN SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


BFC FACTORY OUTLET 

CONEYGRE ROAD IND EST, GREAT BRIDGE RD, 
TIPTON DY4 8XF. 

OFF A461 2 MINS FROM NEW TESCO & TOBY CARVERY 

__ 0121 557 6885 

ESS INTEREST FREE CREDIT (T/C’S APPLY) Mas # 


FURNITURE NOT SOLD? Donate it 
to Katharine House Hospice. We 
collect for free. Telephone 
Cannock 01543 466885, Stafford 
01785 247630, House clearance 
service 01785 760715. 



READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice before entering into 
obligations. 




CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

That the Business 
Advertisements(Disclosure) 
Order of 1977 requires that 
advertisements must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 


CORRUGATED GALVANISED 

Sheets. New, £8 can deliver. Also 
box profile and PVC/polycarb. 
David Broxton on 07834 489558. 


ASH RECLAMATION 

All reclaimed 
building materials 


UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


✓ A GENUINE ✓ 
LADY BUYER 

PAYS TOP CASH ON ANY 
TYPE OF GOLD 


Any type of gold wanted, e.g 9 carat 
gold. Jewellery from £300+ per oz. Any 
amount collected. Gold coins, silver, 
medals, bank notes, oriental items, 
anytging old, interesting or collectable 


Call Pauline on 
y 01922 495066 > 

V or 07971 783206 ^ 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


t.v. / home 
entertainment 


Service 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs. Digital aerials, sky, 
CCTV cameras. TV wall mounts 
and TV set ups. 07850 330251. 


specialists at 
your service 


Aerials 


r\r\ rrumviTU b hhw 

AERIALS FITTED FROM £79.99 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

Digital aerials, CCTV cameras, TV 
wall mount fitted. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from 
my Classified 
Advertising Contract” 
Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Alarms/Security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 


Supplied and Fitted £249 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


Bathrooms 


BATHROOM DESIGN All bath- 
: rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com- 
I plete bathrooms: 07850 382548. 


Blinds 


M Fl i ] 11H 11 

I m unirnn[ 


EttiliitMifaiKTia 

«■ 
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Building Services 

v_ 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

All Building & Roofing Work 
Driveways, Landscaping 
Over 40 year exp | All work guaranteed 

Free Quotes: 07837 994465 
01902 579 592 


Building Supplies 




RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


Carpentry & Joinery 


SPR CARPENTRY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 




Carpet Fitters 


> suppl 

just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


Driveways & Patios 


DRIVEWAYS 


The Block Paving Specialists. 
Patios, Driveways, Pathways, 
Landscaping & more. 




We will beat any likefoHike 


written-quote . 


01785 609076 


GiSDffiDaaEtofD 


TW LANDSCAPES 

Driveway Restoration 
Specialists 

Cleaning & Sealing, Block 
Paving, Tarmac, Patios, 
Driveways, Decorative 
Gravel Drives 

All aspects of Landscaping, 
Fencing, Patios, Walls 

Free no obligation quotation 
call: 01785 878574 
or 07845 483443 


Fencing 


PORTWfly 

FEMCIWQ 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £795 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
■ ■ * tu - 4.3&P - 


Nlon - Fri 8am - 
Sat 8am -12noon 
83 Partway Rd, W'bury ^ 


CLASSIFIEDS 
"IUST WHAT 
I NEEDED" 



“I am extremely happy with 
the service I get from my 
Express & Star Classified Sales 
Representatives and would 
recommend them to anyone! They 
have done a very professional job 
with my website so I get online 
enquiries as well now.” 


Michael- 
Portway Fencing 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


Classifiediids 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Garage 

v Conversions 


ALL GARAGE CONVERSIONS 
CATERED FOR OAP discounts, 
Free quotes call 07522 643706 


Gardening Services 


H. COOPER & SON Landscaping / 
garden maintenance. No jc 


small, Free Quotes: 07904 929632. 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


.<•> All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898 710 / 07973177 976 


Gas Fitting 


GAS 
SERVICES 


• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 
•Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas T 


It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


35 


Gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 
DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 

N 

Handyman Services 

V 

YOUR LOCAL HANDYMAN 

FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 

LOCK & CARPENTRY plumbing, 
plastering, small job specialist. Call 
01902 683100 or 07934 460864. 

\ 

House Clearances 

V 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE 

Full, part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A1 HOUSE 
CLEARANCE 

Full , part and single 
rubbish removed. 

Garage and sheds cleared. 
Leather 3 piece suites and 
leather chesterfields wanted. 

01922 492007 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 / 
01902 534021 

CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 

House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

"k 

Kitchen Fitters 

V_ 

THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 

\ 

Lock Services 

v_ 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

\ 

Oven Cleaning 

V 

OVEN CLEANING 
SERVICE 

Ovens, double ovens, grills, hobs, 
ranges and agas. All cleaned to a 
professional standard. 

S&J Oven wizardz 
01785 612517 

A 

Plans Prepared 

V 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

\ 

Plastering 

V 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01543 327130/07519 694516 

MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01543 327130 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

N 

Plumbing & Heating 

v_ 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. Free 
quotes call: 07540 950588. 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too large. All work 
guaranteed. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

Keiron Jones Plumbing & Heating 

Full heating systems £2200 
Boiler Changes £1100 

Longer warranty available upon request, 
fires and surrounds also available. 

For Free Quotes Call: 

01902 403823 07811 855231 


Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 10, 2018 























































































































































































































Sandwell Chronicle Thursday, May 10, 2018 


36 ClassffiedAds 


01902 3178781 bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or larae. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


\ 

Removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


KC REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 862227. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


Roofing 


MG ROOFING 

Flat Roofing, Tiling, Roof Repairs, 
Fascias and Gutters. 

Call 01902 238989/ 
07580 465449. 

www.mgroofingwestmidlands.co.uk 


Rubbish Removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 



STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


Upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.uk 


01543877572 07738851601 
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Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation, this is a legal requirement. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it's 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


WEDNESBURY SANCTUARY 

Needs a home for Heidi, a white 
and tabby kitten. 0121 502 5027. 
£45 donation. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 



Business & 
L Farming 


Commercial 

Premises 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



Property 






NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 


J9 

Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 

from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 

ragl—— 


amasaaami 

J9accommodation.com 


NO DEPOSIT, NO PROBLEM - 
MOVE IN TODAY, Secure, modern 
Studio & 1 Bed Flats, West Brom 
High Street. Low rents DSS 35 + 
welcome. Call 07967 016425. 


TWO BED Bungalow to let, in Colton, 
Rugeley. £625pcm. For more info 
please call 07464 996678. 


WALSALL 3-bed house, rooms and 
bedsits with en-suite. 

07825 581676. 




WHEATON ASTON 


A double unit Park Home, in 
excellent condition. 40 x 20. In 
Lapley. Two bedrooms, bath¬ 
rooms, lounge, dining room. 
New kitchen. Must be viewed. 

£125,000 ono. 

07715 271245. 


Properties Wanted 


T 
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FOR YOUR PROPERTY 



Reposessions stopped 
Houses bought in any condition 

CASH PAID WITHIN DAYS! 


Legal fees paid 
Probate Estates Welcome 
Mortgages/Loans Cleared 


08001216007 H«UYERS 


Friendly, local company here to help you 7 days a week. Est. 10 years. 


[www.oakwood-homebuyers.comj 


Yes/ntn 

HOMEBUYERS 


We will buy your house fast! 

Free Valuation? Yes/ Any House? Yes/ 
Fas+ Sale? Yes/ Any Location? Yes/ 

No Fees 7 Yes/ Any Condition? Yes/ 
FREE, 6rUAKANTEED, ins+anti o£-Per today! 


Call 0121 663 1797 

or text "Cash" to 66777 
yeshomebuyers.c.om 



Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses /Land Required 

We also buy Commercial Property 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


Jobs 


RECEPTIONIST / DENTAL NURSE 
or Practice Administrator for busy 
practice in West Bromwich. 
Excellent customer service skills 
essential. CV to: pentwynpractice 
manager@ outlook.com 


EXPERIENCED GENTS HAIR¬ 
DRESSER required West 
Bromwich area. 0121 553 2661. 


Motoring 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ALFA ROMEO MITO 

1.4, yellow, electric windows, 
11 months MoT, 09 plate, 
FSH, 

petrol, alloy wheels. 
69,950 miles. 
Excellent runner 

£2,600 ono. 

07761 153194. 




VOLVO S40 1.6 DRIVe 

A rare opportunity, 

(as new condition) very low 
emissions, no tax needed, 
one owner, only 41,000 miles, 
full main dealer service history, 
alloys, leather interior, 
full MoT, 2012, 

( Private reg) TJA970R 
£7,000. (£21,000 new) 

Call now 07976 888820. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MINI COOPER HATCH 

2007. 

65,000 miles. 
Excellent condition. 

Chilli Red with recent stripes 
and Union Jack on roof. 
MoT February 19, 

New battery. 

Full service history. 

Good runner and reliable. 
£3,995 ono. 

07809 286268. 



VOLVO S401.6 DRIVe 

A rare opportunity, 

(as new condition) very low 
emissions, no tax needed, 
one owner, only 41,000 miles, 
full main dealer service history, 
alloys, leather interior, 
full MoT, 2012, 

(Private reg) TJA970R 
£7,000. (£21,000 new) 

Call now 07976 888820. 

fcaiBaMi 


MERCEDESSLK320 
PETROL 

2002 reg. 

Two door. 

Black. 

Red leather interior. 

125,000 miles. 
MoT December 2018. 

£1,495. 

01922 443391. 


yuJ 

NISSAN MICRA CC1.6 
SPORTS CABRIOLET 


110,000 miles, 06 Reg., service 
history, all electrics working 
perfectly, MOT October, very 
good condition. 

£1,495 ono 

07917 370054. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 




Local 

Infoimation 


PUBLIC 
& LEGAL 
NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to Marie 
Hogg on 01902 319694 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a name/ 
contact number for confirmation 
of receipt) 


BRIAN ANTHONY HODGETTS 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the 
Estate of the aforementioned deceased, late of 
62 Mushroom Hall Road Oldbury West Midlands 
B68 8JP, who died on 04/04/2018, are required 
to send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 20/07/2018, 
after which date the Estate will be distributed 
having regard only to claims and interests of 
which they have had notice. 

SILKS SOLICITORS LTD 

27 Birmingham Street Oldbury 

West Midlands B69 4DY T529475 


GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S LICENCE 

DK Smart Transport UK Ltd of 
112 Bunkers Hill Lane, Bilston, 
WV14 6JX is applying for a 
licence to use Cargo Business 
Park, Bagnall Street, Great 
Bridge, Tipton, DY4 7BS as an 
operating centre for 1 goods 
vehicle and 1 trailer. 

Owners or occupiers of land 
(including buildings) near 
the operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land would 
be affected, should make 
written representations to 
the Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 Harehills 
Lane, Leeds, LS9 6NF, stating 
their reasons, within 21 days of 
this notice. Representors must 
at the same time send a copy 
of their representations to the 
applicant at the address given 
at the top of this notice. A Guide 
to Making Representations 
is available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s office. 

Dated May 3,2018. 
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Personals 


AT MANYANA Gentlemans Club, 
5*. 0121 472 7281. www.manyana 
massageparlour.co.uk 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Planning 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

This is a major application. 


DC/18/61757 Secretary of 
State for 
Education 
(Education & 
Skills Fund. 


Abbey Infant School Demolition of existing school 


Maurice Road 
Smethwick 
B67 5LR 


block and construction of 
replacement single storey school 
building and associated hard 
and soft landscaping. Erection of 
1 no. 2-storey temporary building 
during the course of construction 
period. 


Unit 4 


Proposed change of use to 
gymnasium. 


This is a major application. 

DC/18/61758 Mr Shipley 

Mirage Property The Farley Centre 
Services Ltd High Street 

West Bromwich 
B70 7QU 

Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.45a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.45a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR JAN BRITTON, Chief Executive 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Albion Road, Greets Green, West Bromwich) 
(Temporary Road Closure) Order 2018 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along Albion Road, Greets Green, West Bromwich between Brandon Way and 
Oldbury Road. A diversion route will be signed via Oldbury Road, Greets Green, Oldbury 
Road and vice-versa and via Oldbury Road, West Bromwich Street, Fountain Lane, 
Bromford Road, Brandon Way and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but 
the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed 
by 03/06/18, effective from 21/05/18. Purpose - service connections to new 
development by Western Power Distribution and other approved utility companies. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Addenbrook Way, Tipton) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along 
Addenbrook Way, Tipton between Burkitt Drive and Colville Close. No diversion route will 
be signed. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary 
Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 22/05/18, effective from 
22/05/18. Purpose - repairs to a damaged manhole cover by Amey for Severn Trent Water. 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Ford Street, Smethwick) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along Ford 
Street, Smethwick between Kelia Drive and High Street. Traffic will be diverted via Bleak 
Street, Stony Lane, High Street and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but 
the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed 
by 04/06/18, effective from 04/06/18. Purpose - to erect a crane to enable pre-cast 
concrete planks to be lifted into development site by S & T Partners. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Hallam Street, West Bromwich) (Temporary Road 
Closure) Order 2018 intends to temporarily prohibit vehicles from proceeding along 
Hallam Street, West Bromwich between Kiniths Way and Cottrell Street. Traffic will be 
diverted via Dudley Road West, Upper Chapel Street and vice-versa. The maximum 
duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order 
is expected to be completed by 20/05/18, effective from 20/05/18. Purpose - repairs 
to a damaged manhole cover by Amey for Severn Trent Water. 


FREE TEXT MESSAGES from 
women wanting discreet ADULT 
FUN! Call 012f 620 2445 for full 
details. Discretion assured! 


GENTLEMAN 

In his early seventies own 
house and car.Would like to 
meet a sincere Lady who likes 
to go shopping, days out, 
dining out Must be a non- 
smoker and live in the 
Cannock area. 

Box Number P21172, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


Ar.tjels 

rw » mr^mU *M m 

4NMMI 

• Adtfl Irfi • -Mini .»9TM 
t ■ |M< ftn* 
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LADY SEEKING LADIES 
FOR FRIENDSHIP 

Similar age, 70's. 

To share mostly day time 
activities, “NS. 

Cannock area. 

Box Number P21173, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 


V 


v 


SEMI RETIRED MALE 

Professional background. 
Living in Shropshire. 
WLTM local lady for 
Friendship. 

Shrewsbury and surrounding 
areas. 

Write Box No. P21174 (SS), 
Shropshire Newspapers Ltd, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 



GET A FAST RESPONSE 
ADVERTISE 


Local newspapers and websites offer the most effective combination 
for driving consumer action. Readers are more than twice as likely to 
act upon local advertisements than those on TV and social media 


SOURCE: The Newspaper So, 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 













































































































MOTORING 37 


Audi's confidence in diesel is 
not misplaced in this engine 



On the road, the SQ7 handles beautifully 


By Carmel Stewart _ 

It is clear that Audi has confidence in diesel 
power even if no one else does. Take the mighty 
SQ7, for example. It is powered not by a modest 
1.5 litre or even a 2.0litre engine. 

No, the SQ7 quattro has a bi-turbo 4.0litre 435ps 
V8 pumping away under its neatly styled bonnet and 
is capable of zapping from a standing start to 62mph 
in less than five seconds and on to an electronically 
limited top speed of 155mph. 

Audi’s confidence in this particular engine is not 
misplaced. The combination of a NOx oxidating 
catalytic converter and a downstream SCR catalytic 
converter, which is integrated into the diesel 
particulate filter plus the use of AdBlue injection to 
reduce oxides of nitrogen, means the V8 TDI has a 
particularly efficient emissions control system. 

Expertly matched to an eight-speed tiptronic 
automatic, the set-up is so smooth it almost drives 
itself. 

That smoothness is undoubtedly attributable to 
Audi’s legendary engineering which in this vehicle 
includes an award-winning piece of technology- 
an electric powered compressor. A world first in 
a production car, this unit is powered by a 48-volt 
electrical system which not only eliminates turbo 
lag but also operates the (optional) active roll 
stabilisation system thus reducing body roll. 



Rock solid road holding, responsive steering 


To meet the required high power and energy 
requirements, the electrical subsystem includes its 
own 48-volt lithium-ion battery tucked beneath the 
luggage compartment. 

Boot space, however, remains a capacious 705 
litres with the third row folded flat and 235 litres with 
it in place. 

With all that technology pumping away beneath the 
surface, a low economy might be expected but in this 
case 39.2mpg is the average with a C02 putheration 
rate of 190g/km. 

Remember that if you opt for bigger wheels the mpg 
drops and the C02 emissions rise. 

Inside, the cabin is spacious and well put together 
- no less than we have come to expect from Audi. 

The high driving position affords excellent all-round 
visibility. 

On the road, the SQ7 handles beautifully. Confident 
and composed, with rock solid road holding, 
responsive steering and head bangingly efficient 
brakes. 

But all this technology and engineering excellence 
comes at a price - in this case from £73,945 rising 
to £89,345 but, as most Audi drivers like to spec 
their cars up, an £80,000 to £95,000 final tally would 
probably be nearer the mark. 

Standard spec includes 20-inch alloys, adaptive 
air suspension, active sound exhaust, seven seats, 
virtual cockpit, navigation, rearview camera, LEDs, 
black leather sport seats and power tailgate. 

Also fitted as standard is Audi’s pre-sense city 
system whereby at speeds up to 25mph it will send 
out a warning if it detects an imminent collision, 
applying the brakes automatically if necessary. 

An option well worth considering is the driving 
dynamics sports pack which includes that 
electromechanical active roll stabilisation as well as 
sport differential and all-wheel steer. It’ll set you back 
a hefty £5,700 but if you are shelling out more than 
£70,000 on a vehicle why not make it the best it can 
be? 

And heated sets for the kids in the middle row 
would be nice too - a bargain at £400. 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

CARS FROM £2495 ALWAYS AVAILABLE 

NEW-USED GARS, SERVICE & PARTS FACILITIES 

ALL CARS GUARANTEED, ALL CARS SERVICED AND MOT’D IF REQUIRED FINANCE AVAILARLE (SUBJECT TO STATUS) 
REMEMBER TO BRING THIS ADVERT IN FOR AN EXTRA £100 OFF (T’s & C’s Apply) 



2015/65 VOLKSWAGEN AMAR0K 
ATACAMA TDI 4M0TI0 


2006/06 TOYOTA COROLLA 
1.6WT-I SR 

5-dr, Alsace 
_ Granite, 

J 74,000 

miles 

£2,495 


2011/61 PEUGEOT 308 
1.6 VTi ACCESS AUTO 

4 5-dr, 

Egyptian 
Blue 

27,198 miles 



£6,295 


2011/11 VAUXHALL MERIVA 1.3 
CDTi EC0FLEX EXCLUSIV 


J 


5-dr MPV, 
White, 
68,703 miles 



£3,995 

\ 


2014/64 VAUXHALL ASTRA GTC 
2.0T16VVXR 



3-dr, 
White, 
17,700 miles 


2007 VAUXHALL 
VECTRA SRi 



5-dr, 
Blue, 
76,683 miles 

£2,995 



2010/10 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 
16V110DYNAMIQUE 


2015/15 VAUXHALL 
CORSA 1.6TVXR 



2014/14 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.0 CDTI 
16V EC0FLEX ELITE 



£8,495 


2010/10 MAZDA MX-5 
1.8iSE 

2-dr 

jm Convertible, 
B Black, 
k 49,000 miles 



VOLKSWAGEN GOLF PLUS 
1.9 S TDI PD 90 

1.9 S TDI 
PD 90 
5-dr, Blue, 

; 73,341 miles 

£3,650 



2012/62 NISSAN QASHQAI 
1.5 DCi(IIO) N-TEC + 



£8,995 


2014/14 TOYOTA AYGO 
1.0VVT-I MOVE 



2007/07 FORD FUSION 
1.4 ZETEC 



2012/62 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 
2.0 CDTI SRI VX-LINE 



2012/62 LAND ROVER RANGE 
ROVER EVOQUE 2.2 eD4 PURE 




2014/64 VAUXHALL CORSA 
1.2 LIMITED EDITION 


3-dr, 
White, 
20,279 miles 


£7,495 


2013/13 MINI ROADSTER 
1.6 COOPER 

_ JP 7- 

r Suffer 2 -dr 

Convertible, 
Black, 

s " 59,800 miles 

£7,995 



2012/62 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA 
2.0 CDTI SE 

I Silver, 
40,000 
miles 

£7,495 



2008/58 BMW 6 SERIES 
635d SPORT 



DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

TRINDLE ROAD, DUDLEY, DY2 7AY (Between Cousins and Dudley Zoo) 

01384 4541OO www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 
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“MOTORING 



The Fiesta Active is now on order at dealerships 


Order books are now open for 
the rugged new Ford Fiesta Active 


OakGarage 

^ .co.uk 






Sales Line Open Tonight Call Steve 07747 633329 



Only 200 Yards From 
Merry Hill Shopping Centre: 


Low Mileage 

14 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Auto Red 8000 Miles £8,995 

64 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 8V Exclusive Red Only 9000 Miles £8,995 

65 Renault Clio 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique S Nav Auto Red 9000 Miles £10,495 

66 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 1.4T Design Silver Only 10000 Miles £12,995 

15 Hyundai 110 Hatchback 1.0 Premium Blue Only 12000 Miles £7,295 

Citroen 

13 Citroen C4 Hatchback 1.6 VTi VTR+ Auto Bronze 15k £6,995 

15 Citroen C4 Picasso Diesel 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive Blue 32k £10,495 

09 Citroen C5 Diesel Saloon 1.6 HDI 16V VTR+4dr Blue 46k £3,995 

07 Citroen C6 Diesel 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto Grey 66k £7,995 

55 Citroen C6 Diesel Saloon 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto Grey £3,995 

64 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive Blue 26k £11,995 

64 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive ETG6 Red 34k £11,995 

15 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 VTR+ Red 20k £11,995 

15 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso Diesel 1.6 e-HDi 115 VTR+Black 19k £11,995 

Ford 

64 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Black 17k £8,995 

64 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Grey 34k £8,495 

15 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.0 EcoBoost Titanium Red 56k £7,995 

07 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.4 Ghia 3dr Black 67k £2,995 

13 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 1.6 Titanium Powershift Red 15k £9,495 

05 Ford Fiesta Hatchback 2.0 ST 3dr Blue 58k £2,995 

61 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 Zetec Grey 31k £6,995 

07 Ford Fusion 1.6 Zetec Auto [Climate] Blue 65k £2,995 

64 Ford Grand C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec White 32k £9,995 

09 Ford Kuga Diesel Estate 2.0 TDCi 4x4 Titanium White 80k £7,995 

64 Ford S-max Diesel Estate 2.0 TDCi 163 Titanium Blue 33k £13,495 

Kia 

15 Kia Ceed Diesel Sportswagon 1.4 CRDi 1 Silver 35k £8,495 

62 Kia Picanto Hatchback 1.0 1 Air Blue 23k £4,995 

09 Kia Picanto Hatchback Special Edition 1.1 Chill Orange 21k £3,495 

15 Kia Sportage Diesel Estate 1.7 CRDi ISG 1 Silver 40k £11,495 

64 Kia Sportage Diesel Estate 1.7 CRDi ISG 1 White 17k £12,495 

Nissan 

15 Nissan Juke Diesel 1.5 dCi Acenta White 54k £8,995 

64 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.2 DiG-T Tekna Black 28k £10,495 

15 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta Premium Auto Red 20k £9,495 

15 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Tekna 5dr Auto Red 24k £9,495 

12 Nissan Note Special Editions 1.4 N-Tec+ Silver 52k £4,995 

14 Nissan Qashqai 1.2 DiG-T Acenta Premium Black 25k £12,495 

13 Nissan Qashqai Special Editions 1.6 [117] 360 Black 16k £11,795 


Peugeot 

65 Peugeot 3008 Diesel Estate 1.6 BlueHDi 120 Allure EAT6 Grey 17k 
09 Peugeot 308 Diesel Hatchback 1.6 HDi 90 S Silver 91k 
08 Peugeot 308 Diesel Sw Estate 1.6 HDI 110 SE Grey 62k 
59 Peugeot 308 Sw Estate 1.6 VTi Sport Silver 72k 

14 Peugeot 5008 Diesel Estate 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Black 23k 
Skoda 

13 Skoda Fabia 1.6 TDI CR 105 Monte Carlo Tech White 40k 

15 Skoda Fabia Diesel Hatchback 1.4 TDI SE Red 18k 

14 Skoda Octavia Diesel 1.6 TDI CR Elegance Brown 42k 
64 Skoda Roomster Estate 1.2 TSI 105 SE DSG Grey 22k 
Vauxhall 

64 Vauxhall Astra 1.6 i VVT 16v 115 Elite Red 13k 

15 Vauxhall Corsa Hatchback 1.4 SE 5dr Auto Grey 27k 

64 Vauxhall Meriva 1.6 CDTi 16V ecoFLEX Tech Line Blue 46k 
09 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1.4i 16V Life Silver 42k 
64 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1.4T 16V Exclusiv Auto Blue 26k 
58 Vauxhall Zafira Estate 1.6i Exclusiv Blue 57k 
Others 

62 Mercedes E Class E350 CDI Blue [265] Sport Auto Silver 46k 

15 Renault Captur 1.5 dCi 90 Dynamique MediaNav Energy Blue 63k 

16 Renault Captur Sp Editions 0.9 TCE 90 Iconic Nav Cream 17k 
56 Seat Leon Diesel Hatchback 1.9 TDI Stylance Grey 79k 

15 Seat Leon Sport Tourer 1.2 TSI 110 SE DSG Blue 29k 
54 Toyota Rav 4 Diesel Estate 2.0 D-4D XT3 Blue 117k 
64 Volkswagen Golf Cabriolet 1.6 TDI BlueMotion Tech SE Blue 49k 
11 Volkswagen Golf Plus Diesel 1.6 TDI 105 S Silver 51k 


£13,295 

£2,795 

£3,995 

£2,995 

£9,995 

£6,995 

£8,495 

£9,495 

£8,995 

£8,795 

£9,295 

£6,495 

£3,295 

£7,695 

£3,495 

£14,995 

£8,495 

£12,295 

£3,295 

£9,995 

£2,795 

£9,995 

£5,995 


AM Our Ex Motability Cars 

Come With 

”12 Months RAC Full Breakdown Cover 

■ 82 Point RAC Motorscan Report 

■ 3 Months RAC Nationwide Warranty 





Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit 1 , Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 1TB 

Tel: 01384 906030 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 10-4 


By Sharon Walters 

Order books are now open at Ford dealers across 
the country for its latest crossover - the Fiesta 
Active. 

Starting at a price of £17,790, the jacked-up city 
car is available in three variants - Active 1, Active 
B&O Play and Active X - and will join the firm’s range 
alongside the Ka-i- Active in “offering buyers an 
exciting lifestyle crossover”. 

It retains the basic design of the latest version of the 
Fiesta, but all Active models will receive a rugged- 
look body styling kit, an increased ride height, roof 
rails, front fog lights and 17-inch alloy wheels as 
standard. 

There’s also three selectable drive modes - Eco, 
Normal and Slippery - along with Hill Start Assist. 

Other features included at no extra cost are lane- 
keep technology, automatic headlights, a heated 
windscreen and rear privacy glass. 

Ford’s SYNC 3 infotainment system with Bluetooth 
connectivity features too, which also supports Apple 
CarPlay and Android Auto. 

B&O Play models add more kit and get their name 
from 10-speaker Bang & Olufsen audio systems that 
feature, as well as aesthetic tweaks such as a black 
roof with matching rails. 

There’s also yellow highlights throughout the cabin, 



The Fiesta Active features an increased ride 
height 

along with additional tech such as cruise control, 
rain-sensing wipers, illuminated cup holders and 
a 4.2-inch TFT instrument cluster with traffic sign 
recognition. 

Pricing for the B&O Play variants begins at £19,190. 

The range-topping Active X brings partial leather 
upholstery, heated front seats, power-foldable door 
mirrors with puddle lights, a rear-view camera and 
parking sensors, as well as the addition of navigation 
and DAB radio to the SYNC 3 system. It’s available 
from £20,290. 

Two engines are on offer for the Fiesta Active. 

There’s one petrol unit, a three-cylinder, 
turbocharged 1.0-litre motor that is available in four 
states of tune-84bhp, 99bhp, 123bhpand 138bhp. 

A diesel option is also available. This is a 1.5-litre 
engine, developing 84bhp. 

No matter the choice of engine, a six-speed manual 
gearbox features, while auto stop-start technology is 
included as well. 

Orders can now be placed for the new Ford 
Fiesta Active, with the deliveries expected to follow 
imminently. 



The Active X features partial leather upholstery 
























A golfer is put through his paces at the recently set-up training academy 


Fishley Park Driving Range is home to the Bloxwich Golf Club Teaching Academy 



The surface of the greens at Bloxwich is the envy of many 



Enjoying the traditional facilities at the 19th hole 


Club's driving ambition 
to offer the best in golf 



The clubhouse at Bloxwich Golf Club 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By David Fletcher 


IN May 1919, greengrocer Howard Pin¬ 
son purchased 96 acres of green belt 
land just north of Bloxwich from the then 
landowner, the Duke of Sutherland. 

The purpose of the purchase was to create a 
golf course and the cost of the land at that time 
was a mere £55. 

In addition to the purchase of the land, an adjacent 
Georgian Manor House was acquired from another 
source and the formation of Bloxwich Golf Club as we 
know it today was in set in motion. 

In those early years only nine holes were possible 
but in 1924 a Board of Directors was formed and the 
club officially registered.The registration took place 
in May 1924 but in July of the same year plans were 
put forward to complete the full 18 holes to create the 
basis of the course as we know it today. 

During the Second World War years the club and 
many of the members became heavily involved. The 
threat of German troops landing by means of gliders 
resulted in ditches being dug by the Army across a 
number of fairways in an effort to prevent a success¬ 
ful landing. 

The evidence of these ditches can still be seen 
today. A squad of 62 soldiers and officers were bil¬ 
leted at the golf club with the soldiers in tents on the 
course and the officers in the clubhouse. 

They were all made honorary members of the club 
for the duration of the war. 

In January 1945 after the war had concluded 
entrance fees to the club were reinstated and golf 
started in earnest once again. 

The ownership of the club was in the hands of the 
original shareholders and their family members, but 
in 1987 the directors agreed a proposal to reorganise 
the club in such a way as to ensure its long term fu¬ 
ture as a members club and to eliminate any possible 
private Tor profit’ development motive. 

The ultimate aim was to hand over the control of 
the club to its members to perpetuate golf at Blox¬ 


wich. Bloxwich Golf Club was purchased by its mem¬ 
bers in 1988, the money being raised by an interest 
free loan of £400 paid by approximately 300 members. 
The creation of Bloxwich Golf Club (1988) Ltd was 
complete. Over the years there have been many sig¬ 
nificant changes to the course layout with the clear 
objective being for all year round golf at Bloxwich. 

Hazards 

Natural hazards such as pools and open water 
courses have been extended to improve drainage and 
specialised work has been carried out on the greens 
for the same reason. The putting surfaces have made 
the greens at Bloxwich the envy of many. 

The recently completed winter programme of work 
has seen many tees being extended and the 15th has 
become the new feature hole after the lengthening of 
the hole and the elevating of the championship tee. 

Another exciting development at the golf club is the 
recently formed Bloxwich Golf Club Teaching Acad¬ 
emy and Golf Club Fitting Centre based close by at 
Fishley Park Driving Range, Little Bloxwich. Blox¬ 


wich PGA Professionals, Richard Dance and John 
Bandurak have set up a teaching hub open to all. In 
addition to tuition and invaluable advice on appro¬ 
priate equipment for those new to the game, they are 
also both available to help golfers of all standards to 
improve their game. 

In terms of membership to the club, Bloxwich wel¬ 
comes new members and has no waiting list or initial 
joining fee. Ladies, gentlemen, juniors and seniors are 
all welcome to enjoy the course and the facilities of 
the infamous ‘19th hole’. 

Current club president Paul Boynton said: “These 
are very exciting times for Bloxwich Golf Club. With 
golf continuing to grow in popularity we want to po¬ 
sition our club in offering the very best opportunities 
for local people to come along and enjoy what is a 
great game. 

“We extend a very warm welcome to visiting golfers 
and golf societies and to local companies who want to 
offer golf days to their customers.” 

All enquiries initially to Stephanie Haywood, gen¬ 
eral manager, on 01922 476593 ext 1. 


Goal-den Barry sets 
tournament alight 

A YOUNG Baggies striker has caught the eye by smashing in 10 goals in 
just five games for an England youth team. Louie Barry racked up the fig¬ 
ures for England under-15s at a recent tournament in Italy. 

The 14-year-old, who hails from Sutton Coldfield has been at the club 
since the age of six. Albion academy manager Mark Harrison said: “To 
score 10 goals in five games for England is outstanding. The previous best 
in that tournament was three goals.” 

As well as Barry, Albion’s Rayhaan Tulloch has international honours 
this season and earned a call-up to the European under-17s championships. 

Sam Field is in the England u-20s squad, defenders Nathan Ferguson 
and Kane Wilson have both been called up to England u-18s, while Morgan 
Rogers has featured for England u-16s. 

Chisom Afoka and Rico Richards have been called up to England u-15s, 
Dara O’Shea has captained Ireland u-19s, and Pablo Martinez and goal¬ 
keeper Adam Pryzbek have been called up to Wales u-19s. 


Grand Slam trophy 
to honour Bristow 

GOVERNING body the PDC will remember the late former world champi¬ 
on Eric Bristow MBE by naming the Grand Slam of Darts in his memory. 

The legendary five-time world champion, one of the game’s most recog¬ 
nisable stars, passed away on April 5, aged 60. He also won the World Mas¬ 
ters five times and later helped to form the Professional Darts Corporation. 

A member of the PDC Hall of Fame, he will now be remembered at the 
cross-code Grand Slam of Darts at the Aldersley Leisure Village, Wolver¬ 
hampton, with this year’s players competing to win The Eric Bristow Tro¬ 
phy- 

PDC chairman Barry Hearn said: “Eric’s achievements marked him out 
as the greatest player of his generation and he’ll be remembered forever as 
the original superstar of darts. 

“As such, we felt that it was fitting to introduce The Eric Bristow Trophy, 
which will be presented to the winner of the Grand Slam of Darts from 
2018.” 


Wolves bring Money 
Shop deal to an end 

WOLVES have paid off controversial shirt sponsor The Money Shop - pav¬ 
ing the way for a multi-million pound shirt sponsorship deal as they head 
into the Premier League. 

The club angered fans when signing a three-year deal with the payday 
loan firm in 2016. 

Their name has been emblazoned on Wolves’ shirts for the past two sea¬ 
sons and was due to form part of next season’s home and away kits. 

However, Wolves have ended the contentious deal a year early with what 
is likely to be a substantial pay-off. 

Owners Fosun will now look to attract a big-money sponsor on a lucrative 
contract as they prepare for Premier League football and the commercial 
exposure that comes with it. 

More than 13,000 people had signed a petition opposing the deal in 2016 
complaining that the company’s practices ‘do not fit with the ethics of the 
football club’. 
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League gets 
into its swing 
with results 

THE Birmingham Cricket League fi¬ 
nally gathered momentum following a 
week’s delay and a false start a week 
ago. West Bromwich Dartmouth were 
three wicket winners over Walsall at 
Gorway as they chased down the home 
side’s total of 190-5, was built around a 
fifth wicket stand of 74 between debu¬ 
tant Shoaib Akhtar (58 not out) and 
Bruce Thomason (52). 

Dartmouth’s win came with three 
balls remaining after Kadeer Ali hit 61, 
supported by 39 not out from Andrew 
Umeed. Last year’s Young Player of 
the Year Amit John opened up with 40 
for Dartmouth who lie in second place, 
thanks to the bowling bonus point they 
earned from last week’s abandoned 
game against Barnt Green 

Following a half-century the week 
before against Shrewsbury, Imandeep 
Kang (48) top scored, again, for Mo¬ 
seley, as his side struggled to 134-8 at 
Smethwick. Sajid Ahmedzai took 3-11 
for Smethwick, who collapsed to 69 all 
out with Yadvinder Singh returning 8-4 
from 10 overs. 

Wolverhampton edged out Kenilworth 
Wardens, at Danescourt by two wickets, 
with 10 balls left. Wardens, batting first, 
totalled 238-6. Newcomer Gary Maynard 
top scored with 89 and Prerak Mankad 
added 59, while another player making 
his club debut, Jordan Bulpitt, took 3-54 
for Wolverhampton. Worcestershire 
prospect Zen Malik (97) and skipper 
James Hammond (53) batted Wolver¬ 
hampton into a strong position despite 
4-49 from Mankad. 

Clash of season 
prediction for cup 
first leg meeting 

BIRMINGHAM co-promoter David Ma¬ 
son reckons last night’s (Wednesday) 
Knockout Cup clash with Mildenhall 
could have beeen one of the fixtures of 
the season. 

The Fen Tigers headed to Perry Barr 
for the first leg in fine form, recently 
claiming huge away wins at both the Isle 
of Wight and Plymouth. And with the Ed¬ 
wards Plumbing Brummies unbeaten in 
their opening three fixtures themselves, 
Mason believed it was a tough one to call. 

“We’re both strongly fancied to do well 
this season but it was Mildenhall who 
people had down as favourites to win 
trophies this year before the start of the 
season,” Mason said. 

“We’re two teams who are built very 
similarly with a strong top three and 
then plenty of room for improvement 
with the potential lower down the team. 

“We’ve both got some hugely talented, 
exciting riders as well and that’s why I 
think it could be one of the meetings of 
the season. Ideally about 10-16 points 
would be nice, but we can’t afford to give 
them a head start and need to hit them 
hard from the off.” 


Success at the Finnish for Lions team 



The Birmingham Lions squad 


QUINTUPLE British champions, Birmingham Li¬ 
ons women’s American football team, tasted even 
more success, being crowned winners of the inaugu¬ 
ral Diamond Bowl, Europe’s first ever international 
tournament, in Helsinki. 

A squad of 37 players, six coaches and three mem¬ 
bers of medical staff took off from London to face 
some of the top teams from Russia and Finland over 
the course of three days, their first ever 11-a-side 
tournament. The Lions opened the tournament 
with a comfortable 22-0 win against the St Peters¬ 
burg Valkyries and continued with two consecutive 


victories against the Tampere Saints (30-0), and the 
hosts themselves, the Helsinki Roosters (28-8). 

The Lions then faced a well-known opponent in 
the finals, the St Petersburg Valkyries, for a nail-bit¬ 
ing, three hours long game that saw the Lions even¬ 
tually come out on top 26-18. 

Club captain and MVP Jo Kilby said: “I’m so 
proud. This is a special team. I’m not sure anyone 
quite expected us to go through the tournament un¬ 
beaten, all the way to lifting the trophy.” 

To find out more about the Birmingham Lions, 
visit birminghamlions.co.uk. 



DARREN Moore is a religious 
man so perhaps there is some¬ 
one up there smiling down on 
him. 

That’s not to suggest the victories 
Albion are getting are anything down 
to divine intervention - they’ve been 
built on essentials such as hard work, 
attention to detail, and organisation. 

But the Baggies are also clinging onto their 
Premier League status thanks to results else¬ 
where going their way, at least up until the 
Swansea City v Southampton fixture which took 
place on Tuesday night. 

Jake Livermore’s 92nd-minute winner was 
dramatic enough. 

But two hours later Tom Davies’s deflected 
equaliser at Goodison Park in the sixth minute 
of four minutes added time somehow trumped it. 

Even if Albion go down this season, Saturday’s 
game was the perfect performance against a top 
four side, a well-drilled and determined defensive 
display that threatened on the counter and from 
set pieces. 

It epitomised Moore’s successful back-to-ba- 
sics approach, and once more played to Albion’s 
strengths, which were honed under nearly three 
years of Tony Pulis. Craig Dawson and Ahmed 
Hegazi were immense at the back, and continued 
to impress together. They have only lost one out 
of nine games as a partnership this season, and 
kept five clean sheets together. 

The midfield was organised too, and it is tes¬ 
tament to their fight that James McClean was 
booed at the start but given a rousing ovation 
when he was subbed off. Matt Phillips was elec¬ 
tric again, swinging inch-perfect corners into 
dangerous positions and providing an outlet on 
the counter. Ben Foster made important saves, 
Salomon Rondon was heroic in his lone battle 
against three centre-backs, Jay Rodriguez did 
miles of thankless running. 

Albion were seconds away from going down, 
but they are refusing to die under Moore. 



The magic moment when Jake Livermoore sees the ball over the goal line in the 92nd minute 


Moore: We’ve captured the hearts of nation 


DARREN MOORE is pleased 
the Baggies have ‘captured the 
hearts’ of the nation after show¬ 
ing resilience to still be in the 
mix for survival, before Tues¬ 
day’s crucial game. 

Albion’s 92nd minute winner 
against Tottenham kept their 
slim survival hopes alive on 
Saturday before Everton’s 96th 
minute equaliser against South¬ 


ampton in the late kick-off did 
the same. 

“People have been coming 
up to me saying ‘well done’,” 
he said. “And I’m talking about 
neutral supporters as well. 

“So I’m really pleased for 
the club that we’ve captured 
the hearts of the nation really 
with what we’re doing here. 
But we just have to keep the 


focus and get back to work. All 
I’m focused on is putting in an¬ 
other hard week’s work at West 
Brom, which is what we have 
done over the last five games.” 

James Shan, one of his 
coaching team, tweeted ‘Dare 
to dream’ after the game but 
Moore is refusing to be drawn 
into talks of the Great Escape 
mark II. 


It’s third 
time lucky 
for Welborn 

JASON Welborn upset the odds to win 
the Battle of the Baggies and make it 
third time lucky in his quest to collect 
a Lord Lonsdale belt at Walsall Town 
Hall. 

The 31-year-old from Rowley Regis 
defeated champion Tommy Langford to 
be crowned British Middleweight Cham¬ 
pion in an absorbing contest sponsored 
by Amphion Construction, Alliance Scaf¬ 
folding and Grosvenor Casino Walsall. 

The duo - both West Bromwich Al¬ 
bion fans - gave everything they had in 
a Fight of the Year contender on BCB 
Promotions’ latest sell-out show. 

In front of a jam-packed crowd it was 
Welborn who started the brighter, clos¬ 
ing the camp and attacking Langford 
with concerted pressure. He rocked the 
Champion in the second with referee, 
Terry O’Connor, giving Langford a 
standing eight count. 

Welborn - out at 7/1 before the fight 
began with Langford a heavy 1/18 fa¬ 
vourite - continued to pour forward but 
Langford, rather than box at range and 
use his undoubted skills, chose to en¬ 
gage which played into the challenger’s 
hands. 

The mid rounds were Langford’s as 
Welborn stepped off the gas a little but 
the challenger came back strong to win 
a split decision. 

Elsewhere on the card there were 
wins for Rowley Regis’ Midlands Area 
Middleweight Champion, Tyler Denny, 
Walsall’s Rachel Ball, Birmingham pair 
Kane Baker and Shake Thompson. 

Robbo leads calls to 
give Big Dave job 

FORMER Baggies favourite Paul Robin¬ 
son says it would be a ‘scandal’ if Dar¬ 
ren Moore wasn’t given the Albion job 
permanently. 

Robinson, who spent seven years at 
The Hawthorns, was part of the original 
Great Escape squad of 2004/05 alongside 
Moore. 

And the former full-back, who is now 
a coach at Birmingham City, thinks his 
ex-teammate deserves to be handed the 
reins. Robinson tweeted over the week¬ 
end: “What a job @DarrenMooro is 
doing @WBA if he doesn’t get the oppor¬ 
tunity to take full control it’s a scandal 
#wba #greatescape2” 
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